YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, THE SQUARE, YARMOUTH ON TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2009 AT 6.30PM

PRESENT: Councillors S Dyer (Town Mayor), R Corbett, S Cowley, R Goodridge, A Hollist, S Mence and S Poston.

IN ATTENDANCE: R H Blezzard (Town Clerk)

APOLOGIES: Councillor D Kennett and Yarmouth Police.

PART 1

25/09 MINUTES

          RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 6 January 2009 (Part 1) 

          be taken as read, confirmed and signed as being an accurate record of the 

          proceedings.

26/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

          Councillors Dyer and Goodridge each declared a prejudicial interest in Minutes  

          35/09, 49/09 and 50/09 and withdrew from the meeting whilst these items were 

          discussed. The Deputy Mayor took the Chair for these items.

          Councillor Cowley declared a prejudicial interest in Minute  32/09 (Planning 

          Application P/00109/09 – TCP/29474/D) and withdrew from the meeting whilst 

          it was discussed..

          Councillor Hollist declared a prejudicial interest in Minute  32/09 (Planning 

          Application P/00110/09 – TCP/27635/D) and withdrew from the meeting whilst 

           it was discussed.  

           Councillor Mence declared a personal interest in Minute 32/09 (Planning  

           Application P/00110/09 – TCP/27635/D

27/09 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

           Mrs Val Gwynn on behalf of the Harbour Commissioners read out a statement  

           in support of Planning Application P/00110/09 – TCP/27635/D (Sale of 

           refreshments and souvenirs, Harbour Master’s Office). Three members of the 

           public raised objections to the same application and the meeting was advised of 

           the receipt of written and verbal objections to the application.

28/09 POLICE MATTERS

          A message received from the Police indicated that there had been no reports of 

          further burglaries or people searching through waste bins since the last report. 

          Police concern about a dangerous pothole in Thorley Street was reported.

          RESOLVED: That the pothole be reported to Highways (copies to Councillors 

          Burt and Pugh and to Yarmouth Police).
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29/09 YARMOUTH YOUTH CLUB

           Members had before them a request from Yarmouth Youth Club for financial 

           assistance in the sum of £80.16 to buy materials to refurbish a room at the club. 

           Members were also given a report by Councillor Corbett of a recent meeting of 

           the Youth Club Management Committee when it was reported that a number of 

           youth clubs including Yarmouth are going to be closed and the staff have been 

           given notice. A letter from the “Commissioner for Positive Activities” Isle of 

           Wight Council was before the meeting. The letter indicated that the contract of 

           a consultant brought in to “complete the youth restructure project” had been 

           terminated and the work taken over by the Commissioner. Local management 

           committees are being encouraged to host community events as part of the 

            public consultation during February and March. It was further reported that an 

            option being considered was that only three local authority run youth clubs (all 

            in the East Wight area) will be retained as part of the restructure which will 

            include a significant cut in the Youth Service budget.

           RESOLVED: (a) That financial assistance in the sum of £80.16 be given to 

                                        Yarmouth Youth Club to purchase refurbishment materials:

                                   (b) That a letter registering serious concern about the reported 

                                         forthcoming closure of Yarmouth Youth Club be sent to the 

                                         Isle of Wight Council and;

                                    (c) That the “Commissioner for Positive Activities”, Isle of

                                          Wight Council be asked to attend the next Council meeting 

                                          to report on the situation.

30/09 FINANCE

          Members had before them a schedule showing a cashbook balance of 

          £16,246.80 and a schedule of accounts for payment.

          RESOLVED: That the information be received and noted and the following 

          accounts be authorised and paid:

Cheque No         Payee                                  Details                                        Amount

                                                                                                                                   £

832 Isle of Wight Council          Clerk’s Salary, February 2008      544.91

833 Wyevale Grounds Mtnce.    Grass Cutting                               153.20

834 Colin Newnham Services     Board re siting                               94.00

835 Island Copier Co                   Toner                                             60.95

836 Yarmouth Youth Club          Financial Assistance                      80.16

31/09 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT PUBLICATION SCHEME

          Members had before them a Model Publication Scheme dated April 2008 which 

          the Council is obliged to approve.

           RESOLVED: That the Model Publication Scheme be approved and adopted.
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32/09 PLANNING ISSUES

          Planning Applications

          Members considered six planning applications.

          RESOLVED: That the Council makes the observations set out below:

1. P/02641/08 – TCP/29437 – Proposed French doors in gable and wall at 8 Heytesbury Close, Yarmouth. NO OBJECTION. 

2. P/00014/09 – TCP/20084/D – Alterations; conversion of store and single storey extension to provide garden room, utility room, shower room and store room; 2 sheds; installation of 2 solar panels to roof at Ivy Cottage, St James Street, Yarmouth. NO OBJECTION.
3. P/00109/09 – TCP/29474 – Demolition of garage & flat roofed extension; proposed single storey extension to provide additional living accommodation & garage at Connemara, Holmfield Avenue, Thorley. NO OBJECTION.
4. P/00110/09 – TCP/27635/D – Use of part of  building as coffee lounge to include retail sales of liquid refreshments, sweets, biscuits/cakes, newspapers & various souvenir items at Yarmouth Harbour Commissioners, Harbour Master’s Office, The Quay, Yarmouth. OBJECT ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE APPLICATION IF APPROVED WILL BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF YARMOUTH TOWN CENTRE.
5. P/00129/09 –TCPL/26763/L – Alterations & 2 storey extension with glazed link to main house to provide additional living accommodation (revised scheme) at Goldings, Main Road, Thorley. OBJECT ON THE GROUNDS OF OVERDEVELOPMENT AND THE EXTENSION BEING OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE LISTED BUILDING.
6. P/00130/09 – LBC/26763/K – LBC for alterations & 2 storey extension with glazed link to main house to provide additional living accommodation (revised scheme) at Goldings, Main Road, Thorley. OBJECT ON THE GROUNDS OF OVERDEVELOPMENT AND THE EXTENSION BEING OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE LISTED BUILDING. 
Planning Decisions

Members had before them details of recent planning decisions made by the Isle of Wight Council

RESOLVED: That the information be received and noted.

Other Planning Issues

Members were advised that as a consequence of the February Council meeting being adjourned from 3 February 2009 the Council was out of time for commenting on the Island Plan Core Strategy submission. Members were further advised that permission had been given for tree works to be carried out at the Mill Copse.

RESOLVED: that The information n be received and noted. 

33/09 COMMUNITY PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT

           Members had before them a report of the Yarmouth and Thorley Community 

           Plan Steering Committee. Councillor Mence advised the meeting that promised 

           professional guidance from the Island Plan Team was still not forthcoming.

           RESOLVED: That the report be approved and adopted.

34/09 YARMOUTH HARBOUR ADVISORY REVIEW

          Members were advised that the Harbour Commissioners have combined the 

          General Advisory Committee and the Elected Councillors’ Advisory 

          Committee into a new Advisory Committee. The Council was invited to 

          nominate one representative to serve on the Advisory Committee.

          RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted and Councillor 

          Goodridge be appointed to represent the Council on the Harbour Advisory 

          Committee until the Annual Meeting of the Council.

35/09 APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES TO THE YARMOUTH TOWN TRUST

          Members further considered the issues surrounding the appointment of Council 

          members to serve on the Town Trust.

          RESOLVED: That the question of appointment of Council members to serve on 

          the Town Trust be left to the new Council to be elected in June 2009 and no 

          recommendation on policy be made.

36/09 ETHICAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE – VISITS TO TOWN AND 

          PARISH COUNCILS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS

          Members had before them a letter from the Head of Democratic Services, Isle 

          of Wight Council. The letter enclosed a report to the Ethical Standards 

          Committee and  draft protocol with feedback form for Independent members of 

          the Ethical    Standards Committee who attend Town and Parish Council

          meetings and then provide “feedback” to the Monitoring Officer.

          RESOLVED: That whilst noting that Independent members of the Ethical 

          Standards Committee have in common with other members of the public the 

          right to attend local council meetings Yarmouth Town Council takes the view 

          that a formal protocol providing feedback to the Monitoring Officer is 

          unnecessary, unhelpful, intrusive and insulting to the reputation of Town and 

          Parish Councils.

37/09 PARISH AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TEAM

          Members had before them a letter from the Head of democratic Services, Isle of 

          Wight Council drawing attention to proposed cutbacks in the service provided 

          by the Parish and Community Team as part of the Isle of Wight Council’s cost 

          cutting programme. The letter set out the work undertaken by the into 

          “essential,” “desirable,” and “to cease” categories. It was noted that there had 

          in recent months been a substantial cutback in the staffing resources of the 

          Parish and Community Team.

          RESOLVED: That Yarmouth Town Council is of the view that it would be

          more helpful for local councils to be supported through the continued payment 

          of election expenses and payment of NALC/IWALC fees by the Isle of Wight 

          Council than through the continuation of the services provided by the Parish 

          and Community Development Team.   
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38/09 CORRESPONDENCE

          Members had before them a list of correspondence.

          RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted.

39/09 THORLEY ISSUES

           Councillor Cowley advised that a plan was needed to assist the “One Million 

           Blooms” planting scheme. The Mayor reported that the Highways Inspector 

           had been contacted about the pothole at Thorley Street and it was understood 

           that a drainage scheme would be put in at Hill Place Lane.

           RESOLVED: That the information be received and noted.

40/09 YARMOUTH ISSUES

           No items were raised for discussion.

41/09 ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

          In the absence of W Burt CC no report was given.

42/09 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

           Members had before them the Town Clerk’s report which contained the 

           Following items:

1. Donation of a Seat - A local resident wishes to donate a seat to be sited on Footpath Y19. Isle of Wight Council permission has been granted, a suitable location identified and quotes obtained. The cheapest is £422.60 including delivery.
2. Council Office – The draft lease is still awaited.
3. Grasscutting Grant – It is understood this is likely to be restored by the Isle of Wight Council.
4. Grass Cutting, Yarmouth Cemetery – A site meeting is to be arranged.
5. Annual Town Meeting – The date has been changed to 17 March due to non availability of Yarmouth Primary School on 10 March.
6. Town Hall Rent – The Town Trust has requested an additional payment.
7. Internal Auditor – Mr Kyle is happy to continue in 2009/10 for a fee of £285.
RESOLVED: (a) That the report be received and noted;

                       (b) That the seat purchase be agreed subject to the donor covering 

                             the costs;

                       (c) That grass cutting at the Cemetery be included as an add on 

                             extra as part of the grass cutting quote; 

                       (d) That consideration of an increase in the Town Hall rent be 

                            considered in Part 2 of the meeting;

                       (e) That Mr C Kyle be asked to continue as the Council’s internal 

                             auditor in  2009/10.

                       (f) That the High Sheriff be invited to be guest speaker at the 

                            Annual Town Meeting on 17 March 2009.   
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43/09 REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

           Councillor Corbett reported on a meeting attended at Freshwater as part of the 

           review of the Fire Service. The Yarmouth Fire Station is likely to be closed and 

           the fire engine sent to Freshwater. In addition the retained service is likely to 

           disappear.

           Councillor Mence reported that a meeting of the Yarmouth Coastal Defence 

           Group had taken place.

           Councillor Poston reported that Peter Fellows of the West Wight Landscape 

           Partnership will be attending a future meeting.

           The Mayor reported on the last meeting of IWALC and advised that he had 

           resigned from the Parish Task Group and the County Training Partnership. 

           RESOLVED: That the reports be received and noted.

44/09 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

          RESOLVED: That the following be an agenda item at the next meeting:

          Grass Cutting and Street Furniture Maintenance Quotes.

45/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

          RESOLVED: To note that the next ordinary meeting of the Council will be held 

          At Thorley Parish Church on Tuesday 3 March 2009 at 6.30pm.

46/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

          RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

          transacted it is in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily 

          excluded and they are instructed to withdraw. 

Signed……………………………………..      Date………………………

            (Town Mayor)
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