YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, THE SQUARE, YARMOUTH ON TUESDAY 6 JANUARY 2009 AT 6.30PM

PRESENT: Councillors S Dyer (Town Mayor), R Corbett, S Mence and S Poston.

IN ATTENDANCE: R H Blezzard (Town Clerk)

                                    W Burt CC

APOLOGIES: Councillors S Cowley, R Goodridge, A Hollist and D Kennett.

PART 1

1/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

       Councillor Dyer declared a prejudicial interest in Minutes 10/09, 11/09 and 24/09 

       and withdrew from the meeting whilst these items were discussed and Councillor 

       Poston took the Chair.

2/09 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

        Mr Peter Garlick of Totland read out a letter to the Yarmouth Town Trust from 

        Yarmouth and Calbourne FC which indicated that the football club would find a 

        ten year lease on a part of the Recreation Ground to facilitate the building of new 

        changing rooms acceptable.

        Professor David Farnham, on behalf of the Yarmouth Harbour Commissioners 

        reported that a meeting had taken place with the traders to discuss the proposed

        “Help for Heroes” festival which is planned to take place the weekend after the 

        Old Gaffers Festival. Nothing controversial had emerged.

3/09 MINUTES

        RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 2 December 2008 (Part 1) 

        be taken as read, confirmed and signed as being an accurate record of the 

        proceedings.

4/09 POLICE MATTERS

        In the absence of a Police representative no report was given.

5/09 BUDGET 2009/10

         Members had before them a draft budget for 2009/10 along with the Town 

         Clerk’s report. A precept of £18,471 was recommended, the same as for the 

         previous three years.

         RESOLVED: That the Council sets  the 2009/10 precept in the sum of £18,471 

         and approves and adopts the draft budget.
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6/09 FINANCE

        Members had before them a schedule showing a cashbook balance of £19,505.15 

        and a schedule of accounts for payment. Attention was drawn to the substantial 

        increase in the Yarmouth Cemetery grass cutting costs which this year was in the 

        sum of £2,088 and included £250 for tree works. Last year’s bill was £1,560. It 

        was reported that the Isle of Wight Council grass cutting grant was likely to be 

        frozen again at the 2006/7 level and that the Leader of the Isle of Wight Council 

        had written to the Council advising that the grant was likely to be withdrawn 

        altogether from 2009/10. Approval was requested for the issuing of a cheque in 

        the sum of £100 payable to Mr T Gibbs subsequent to the last meeting, being 

        the Mayor’s Annual Award.

        RESOLVED: (a) That the payment to Yarmouth Parochial Church Council for 

                                     grass cutting at Yarmouth Cemetery be paid at the 2007/8 

                                     level with an additional payment being considered if the Isle of 

                                     Wight Council increases the grass cutting grant;

                               (b) That payment of Cheque 824 in the sum of £100 to Mr T Gibbs 

                                     be approved; 

                               © That payment of £400 to the Yarmouth Town Trust for Town

                                     Hall rental be subject to confirmation under Agenda Item 12

                                     (see Minute 10/09) and:

                                (d) That the information be received and noted and subject to the 

                                      above the following accounts be authorised and paid:

Cheque   Payee                                             Details                                         Amount 

Number                                                                                                                    £

825 Isle of Wight Council              Clerk’s salary, Nov/Dec 2008     1,104.25

826 Information Commissioner      Registration Fee 2009                      35.00
827 Mr S Dyer                                Mayor’s Allowance                          63.96
828 Mr C Waddington                    Christmas Tree                                 80.00
829 Yarmouth PCC                         Cemetery Grass Cutting             1,560.00
830 Yarmouth Town Trust              Town Hall Rent                             400.00 
831 St Swithin’s Church, Thorley    Room Hire                                      16.80                   
                                                                                                                      3,260.01 

7/09 SCHOOLS REORGANISATION – YARMOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL

        Members had before them a letter from the Isle of Wight Council setting out the 

        arrangements for the review of the school organisation proposals in respect of 

        Yarmouth Primary School. A list of possible members of the Review Panel was 

        identified and the Panel’s Terms of Reference were set out. The Panel will carry 

        out its work on the Island from 26 January to 13 February 2009.

        RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk in consultation with the Mayor arranges a 

        suitable date for the Council to meet the Review Panel.

-2-

8/09 PLANNING ISSUES

        Planning Applications

        Members considered one planning application.

        RESOLVED: That Yarmouth Town Council has no objection to planning 

        application P/02602/08 – CAC/29414 – Conservation Area Consent for 

        demolition of public conveniences and construction of replacement public 

        conveniences at public Conveniences, Bridge Road, Yarmouth.

        Island Plan Submission – Core Strategy Consultation

        Members were given advance notice that this matter will be considered at the 

        February Council meeting.

        RESOLVED: That the information be noted.

        Other Planning Issues – Tree Works

        Members were advised that consent had been given for a substantial number of 

        trees to be felled at Rofford House, Thorley Road, Yarmouth.

        RESOLVED: That the information be noted and the Isle of Wight Council be 

        asked to confirm whether permission had been granted for the felling of a tree in

        the Conservation Area at Ivy Cottage, Yarmouth. 

9/09 COMMUNITY PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT

         Members had before them a report of the Yarmouth and Thorley Community 

         Plan Steering Committee.

          RESOLVED: That the report be approved and adopted and Councillor Mence 

          be  thanked for her work as Secretary of the Steering Committee.

10/09 APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES TO THE YARMOUTH TOWN TRUST

          Members had before them the Town Clerk’s report which set out the issues in 

          respect of the appointment by the Council of Town Trustees and the problems 

          which had arisen over the past year as a result of conflicts of interests between 

          the two roles.

          RESOLVED: That consideration of this matter be deferred to the next meeting. 

11/09 TOWN HALL RENT

          Members gave consideration to the level of rent to be paid to the Town Trust 

          for the use of the Town Hall for Council and Community Plan Steering 

          Committee meetings in 2009.

          RESOLVED: That the Council pays £400 for rental of the Town Hall in 2009.  
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12/09 CORRESPONDENCE

           Members had before them a list of correspondence.

           RESOLVED: That the information be received and noted.

13/09 THORLEY ISSUES

           Attention was drawn to the problem of flooding at Hill Place Lane.

           RESOLVED: That the problem be reported to the Isle of Wight Council.

14/09 YARMOUTH ISSUES

           Members were advised that a meeting had taken place at the Harbour 

           Commission office on 5 January when details had been given about a sailing 

           event, “Help for Heroes” which is to take place the weekend after Old Gaffers 

           to  raise money for an ex service personnel charity. Members were further 

           advised   that it was understood the Methodist Chapel is to be put up for sale.

           RESOLVED: That the information be noted and a report back on the sale of 

           The Methodist Chapel be given to the next meeting.

15/09 ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

           W Burt CC reported that a decision is awaited regarding the funding for the 

           Bouldnor Road improvements. 

           RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.

16/09 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

           The Town Clerk reported on the following issues:

1. Council Office: The Police have agreed to make office facilities at the 

Police Station available to the Council and a grant of £2,000 has been awarded through the Rural Community Council towards start up costs.

2. Community Advice Network Event: The Rural Community Council has asked the Council to consider supporting a Community Advice Network event in the town. This will be organised by the RCC and will involve hiring a room for a range of agencies to promote services available to the public. The Council will not be committed to any work or cost.  
3. Yarmouth Recreation Ground: There is a need to arrange a meeting to discuss applying for Village Green status for Yarmouth Recreation Ground.
RESOLVED: (a) That the report be received and noted;

                       (b) That a Community Advice Network event in Yarmouth be 

                             supported and; 

                       (c) That a meeting of the working party established to seek 

                             Village Green status at the Recreation Ground be held.
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17/09 REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

          No reports were given.

18/09 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

          RESOLVED: That the following be agenda items at the next meeting:

                                  Harbour Advisory Review; Information Scheme; Procedure for 

                                  Appointment of Council Trustees to Yarmouth Town Trust.

19/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

          RESOLVED: To note that the next ordinary meeting of the Council will be held 

          at the Town Hall on Tuesday 3 February 2009 at 6.30pm

20/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

          RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

          transacted it is in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily 

          excluded and they are instructed   to withdraw. 

Signed………………………………………………     Date…………………….

            (Town Mayor)
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