
YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT YARMOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL, MILL ROAD, YARMOUTH ON TUESDAY 1 DECEMBER 2009 AT 6.30PM

PRESENT: Councillors S Cowley (Town Mayor), R Corbett, P Garlick, A Ingram, S Mence, S Poston and B Tongue.

IN ATTENDANCE: R H Blezzard (Town Clerk)
                                     S Dyer CC
                                     PCSO C Quinn (Yarmouth Police) (for Minute 261/09)
                                     C Lisher (Chief Executive and Harbour Master) (for Minute 262/09)

APOLOGIES: Councillor R Goodridge. Members welcomed Councillor A Ingram back     
                          following his recent illness.

PART 1

260/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

            Councillor Mence declared a personal interest in Minute 262/09 by reason of being a  
            Member of the Harbour Advisory Committee and in Minute  266/09 (Planning 
            Decisions) by reason of being a near neighbour of the application site. Councillor
            Mence declared a personal prejudicial interest in Minute 266/09 (Planning 
            Application 4) by reason of being a member of the Royal Solent Yacht Club and a
            near neighbour of the application site and withdrew from the meeting whilst the 
            application was being considered.

            Councillors Garlick, and Poston each declared a personal prejudicial interest in
            minute 266/09 (Planning Application 4) by reason of being members of the Royal 
            Solent Yacht Club and withdrew from the meeting whilst the application was being 
            considered.

261/09 POLICE MATTERS

            PCSO Quinn reported on the “Lights On” campaign and advised that free time 
            switches are available from the police station. A recent “Big Tidy Up” involving 
            Yarmouth Primary School pupils had been very successful. A drug awareness talk had 
            been given at Yarmouth Youth and Community Centre. Officers now have personal 
            blackberries and can be contacted by email whilst they are out and about on duty. 
            Monthly beat surgeries are still being held at the police station the first Saturday in the 
            Month from 3pm to 5pm.

            RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.   
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262/09 HARBOUR ISSUES: INNER HARBOUR RECONFIGURATION

             Mr Lisher drew attention to a new document, “Modernising Trust Ports 2009”. The  
             focus is on ports becoming commercial rather than on governance. The Harbour 
             Advisory Committee will be consulted. Mr Lisher further reported that the judicial 
              review of the Wightlink ferry operation in the Lymington river is to take place on 14 
              and 15  December 2009. There is concern about the future of the ferry route and 
              what is going on in Lymington where it is unlikely that the work on the linkspan will 
              be completed before the winter of  2010/11.

             Mr Lisher then turned his attention to the inner harbour reconfiguration proposals. A 
             paper setting out the proposals along with a consultation response form was before 
             the meeting. The commissioners have looked at ways of gaining more space for the 
             harbour. There is demand amongst both resident berth holders and visitors to the
             harbour for more walk ashore berths. The plan allows two thirds of resident berth 
             holders to remain where they are and doesn’t affect anything in the river. The plan 
             will also enable the harbour to reduce its reliance on Wightlink. The RNLI has been 
             consulted and is largely satisfied with the plans. The fuel berth will be moved to the 
             end of the pontoon.

              Standing Orders were suspended to allow the public to ask questions. A request was 
              made for the consultation period to be extended to the end of January. This has 
              been done for a couple of organisations only. The provision of 250 resident and 250 
              visiting berths was queried. It was pointed out that these figures can vary depending 
              on the size of the vessels. Finally, Mr Lisher confirmed that the results of the 
              consultation exercise will be published, “probably” before a decision is made. 
              Standing Orders were reinstated.

              RESOLVED: (a) That the report be received and noted and;
                                      (b) That the Council formulates its response to the proposals at the 
                                            next meeting. 

263/09 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

             Arising from Minute 262/09 members of the public questioned whether the 
             Yarmouth Harbour Commissioners need planning permission and permission under 
             The Coastal Protection Act for the proposed harbour reconfiguration. Enquiries will 
             be made to clarify the situation. 

264/09 MINUTES

            RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 20 October 2009 (Part 1) be 
            taken as read, confirmed and signed as being an accurate record of the proceedings. 
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265/09 FINANCE

            Members had before them a revised schedule showing a cashbook balance of 
            £21,191.61 and a schedule of accounts for payment. Attention was drawn to the 
            claim by Yarmouth PCC for the costs of grass cutting and ancillary works at
            Yarmouth Cemetery in the sum of £2,349 which appeared  excessive with no
            competitive quotes having been obtained and the grass cutting grant from the Isle of 
            Wight Council having been substantially reduced.

            RESOLVED: (a) That an interim payment of £1,000 be made to Yarmouth PCC for 
                                         grass cutting at Yarmouth Cemetery subject to the production of 
                                         invoices/receipts from the contractors, the matter to be further 
                                         considered when the amount of the grant from the Isle of Wight 
                                         Council is known and;
                                    (b) That the information be received and noted and the following 
                                         accounts be authorised and paid:
Cheque No  Payee                                     Details                                                        Amount
                                                                                                                      £                      £
895                IW Council                             Salary, Oct/Nov 09           1,148.57                              
                                                                      WWLP Contribution        1,050.00          2,198.57
896                Staples                                    Stationery                                                       43.91
897                Les Pitman                              Display frames for wreaths                         165.00
898                H & A Parish Council             Locum Clerk                                                 54.66
899                Mrs A Fermer                         Bluebells for Thorley                                    17.70
900                R H Blezzard                          Expenses                                                       47.22
901                SLCC                                      Annual Subscription                                     95.00
902                The Island Copier Co             Copying using trial machine                         13.67
903                Brighstone Landscaping        Grass Cutting Final Bill                               109.25
904                St Swithin’s PCC, Thorley    Grass Cutting Expenses                                 28.97
905                Yarmouth PCC                      Grass Cutting Expenses                            1,000.00
                                                                                                                                       3,773.95
266/09 PLANNING ISSUES

            Planning Applications
            Members had before them seven planning applications.

            RESOLVED: That the Council has no objection to the following applications:
1. P/01646/09 – TCP/14722/H – Alterations and loft conversion to form ensuite bedrooms within roofspace to include dormer windows on south elevation at Mill Creek House, Mill Road, Yarmouth.
2. P/01663/09 – TCPL/20945/E – Replacement of planning permission (P/02339/06 – TCPL/20945/B: external and internal alterations; demolition of outbuildings/single storey rear extension; proposed single storey rear extension to provide dining/living room) in order to extend the time limit for implementation at Grove House, South Street, Yarmouth.
3. P/01663/09 – LBC/20945/D – Replacement of planning permission (P/02340/06 – LBC/20945C; LBC for external and internal alterations; demolition of outbuildings/single storey rear extension to provide dining/living room) in order to extend the time limit for implementation at Grove House, South Street, Yarmouth.
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266/09 PLANNING ISSUES (Continued)

            Planning Applications (Continued)

4. P/01667/09 – TCP/05267/Y – Alterations; proposed covered way, two storey and 1st floor extension to provide canopied entrance, foyer and additional shower facilities at ground floor level; mechanical lift; new dining area, w.c.s and balcony with glass balustrading on south and west elevations at 1st floor level at Royal Solent Yacht Club, The Square, Yarmouth.
5. P/01674/09 – TCP/15226/A – Single storey rear extension to provide additional living accommodation at Belmont, Victoria Road, Yarmouth.
6. P/01690/09 – TCPL/29909/A – Proposed detached timber shed at St Swithin’s Church, Main Road, Thorley.
7. P/01691/09 – LBC/29909 – LBC for proposed detached timber shed at St Swithin’s Church, Main Road, Thorley.

Planning Decisions
Members had before them details of a recent planning decision made by the Isle of Wight Council.

RESOLVED: That the information be received and noted.

Application for Registration as Town or Village Green, Land at Yarmouth Recreation Ground, Yarmouth
Members had before them an application to register the above land as Town or Village Green.

RESOLVED: That the application be supported.

Island Core Strategy and Ferry Ports
Members were advised that the Island Core Strategy has been withdrawn for the second time and that there is a new timetable for consultation and approval. Members were further advised that a letter had been received from Fishbourne Parish Council for the Council to attend a joint meeting with other parishes affected by car ferry traffic to discuss strategies to address the perceived problem of traffic congestion at ferry ports.

RESOLVED: That the invitation be accepted.

267/09 YARMOUTH AND THORLEY COMMUNITY PLAN

            Members had before them the final report and review of the Community Plan Steering 
            Committee along with the Minutes of a meeting of the Community Plan Advisory 
            Committee held on 28 October 2009 and advice to the Council.

            RESOLVED: (a) That the final report of the Community Plan Steering Committee 
                                         and the minutes of the meeting of the Community Plan Advisory 
                                         Committee held on 28 October 2009 be approved and adopted and;
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267/09 YARMOUTH AND THORLEY COMMUNITY PLAN (Continued)

                                    (b) That the advice of the Community Plan Steering Committee be
                                          Received and approved as follows:
1. Action Plan B3: Litter, dog fouling and untidiness to be monitored over the next year to assess the need for the employment of a part time community cleaner. The Advisory Committee was asked to devise a method for monitoring the problem and report back to the Council.
2. Action Plan B4: £600 to be included in the 2010/11 budget to fund editorial space in the West Wight Beacon.
3. Action Plan B11: Deferred.
4. Action Plan B1: (i) Note the advice to investigate provision of  community centres
5. Action Plan B6: Note that the survey bid to WWLP in respect of rising sea levels has been deferred.
6. Action Plan B5 1.: Direction Maps; Defer pending a report back from the Advisory Committee.
7. Action Plan B5 2.: Village Design Statement Preparation; Defer to allow  implementation of a reasonable part of the Plan and in view of the economic situation and the deferred timetable of the Island Plan Core Strategy.
8. Action Plan D1: The need for local affordable housing; Defer and invite the Rural Housing Enabler too attend a Council   meeting around March 2010.   

268/09 ST JAMES’ DAY AND CHARTER CELEBRATIONS 2010 AND LOCAL 
            HEROES PROJECT

            The Mayor reported that the organising committee for the St James Day and Charter 
            Celebrations 2010 and Local Heroes Project has met on two occasions. Nothing yet 
            has been finalised but the Yarmouth Business Association is looking at putting on a 
            “roving feast.”

            RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted. 

269/09 LORD THOMAS HOLMES NON ECCLESIASTICAL CHARITY

            Members were advised that the Charity Trustees were proposing to seek the 
            permission of the Charity Commission to wind up the charity. Further information  
            was being sought from THE Charity Commission.

            RESOLVED: That consideration of this item be deferred.

270/09 YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT

             Members had before them the latest safety inspection report on the play area at 
             Yarmouth Recreation Ground which recommended various repairs being carried out.

             RESOLVED: That prices be obtained for the work and reported to the Council.


-5-
271/09 MEETINGS 2010

            Members had before them the Town Clerk’s report which recommended meeting 
            dates up to May 2010 with an option to revert to monthly meetings.

            RESOLVED: (a) That following the next meeting on 12 January the Council reverts 
                                         the first Tuesday in the month for ordinary meetings of the Council 
                                         with the Annual Council Meeting and Annual Town Meeting being
                                         held on 18 May 2009;
                                    (b) That the January and April meetings be held at Thorley Church, the
                                          February and March meetings along with the Annual Council and 
                                          Annual Town meetings be held at Yarmouth Primary School and 
                                          the May ordinary council meeting be held at Yarmouth Town Hall;
                                    (c) That thereafter every third meeting be held at Thorley Church.

272/09 CORRESPONDENCE

             Members had before them a list of correspondence.

             RESOLVED: That the correspondence be received and noted.

273/09 THORLEY ISSUES

            It was reported that there are no be no prosecutions regarding disturbances to habitats.

            RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted.

274/09 YARMOUTH ISSUES

             Kerbs, Entrance to St James’ Street: The problem has not been resolved.

             RESOLVED: That the Isle of Wight Council be reminded about this problem.

             Drain Covers and Potholes, High Street: These are a potential safety hazard.

             RESOLVED: That the hazard be drawn to the attention of the Isle of Wight Council.

             Bridge Road Toilets: S Dyer CC reported that the Isle of Wight Council is 
             consulting with Yarmouth Harbour Commissioners and Wightlink over the use of 
             toilet facilities under licence. It is possible that Bridge Road toilets will close.

             RESOLVED: That the Isle of Wight Council be asked to confirm the situation.

             Victoria Road: There is concern about the road surface and also the issue of a white 
             van parking at the entrance to the recreation ground, causing an obstruction.

             RESOLVED: That the problem of the road surface be drawn to the attention of the 
             Isle of Wight Council and the problem of the obstructive parking be drawn to the 
             attention of the Police. 
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275/09 ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

            Members had before them a written report from S Dyer CC which was added to 
            verbally. Members were advised that Vision ICT had been asked to put the 
            Community Plan on the Council website. The cost will be £100.

            RESOLVED: That Vision ITC be asked to put the Community Plan on the Council
            website for the quoted fee of £100.

276/09 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

             The Town Clerk reported on discussions with Yarmouth and Calbourne Football 
             Club over the provision of netting behind the goals at the Victoria Road end of the
             ground. The football club had agreed to replace the netting and it was recommended 
             that the Council made a contribution towards the cost.

             RESOLVED: That the Council contributes £100 towards the cost of the replacement 
             netting behind the goals at the Victoria Road end of Yarmouth Recreation Ground.   

277/09 REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

            Councillor Mence presented a written report of a meeting of IWALC held on 19 
            November 2009 which was added to verbally. A decision will be taken in 
            February 2010 regarding the inclusion of  Bouldnor Road  in the PFI. A new 
            Secretary to IWALC has been appointed following the demise of the Tripartite 
            Agreement. A letter from the West Wight Youth and Community Committee 
            complaining about the Youth Service Reorganisation had been received.

            RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted and the West Wight Youth and
            Community Committee be asked to inform the Council   of future  meeting dates.

            Attention was drawn to a meeting of the Freshwater and Totland Forum when concern 
            had been expressed about double decker buses in Pixley Hill. 
            Councillor Poston reported that grant applications to the West Wight Landscape 
            Partnership must meet the required criteria if they are to be successful.

            RESOLVED: that the reports be received and noted.

278/09 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

            RESOLVED: That the following items be included on the agenda for the next 
            ordinary meeting: Budget 2010/11; Holmes Non-Ecclesiastical Charity; Yarmouth 
            Harbour Reconfiguration Proposals, Wightlink Users’ Association.

279/09 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

            RESOLVED: To note that the next ordinary meeting will take place on Tuesday 12 
            January 2010 at St Swithin’s Church, Thorley.

280/09 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

            RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
            transacted it is in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded
            and they are instructed to withdraw. 


    
            
             
            
             



                      
             


   
   




