YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF YARMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT YARMOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL ON TUESDAY 2 MARCH 2010.
PRESENT: Councillors S Cowley, (Town Mayor) R Corbett, P. Garlick, R. Goodridge, S. Mence, S. Poston, and B. Tongue.

IN ATTENDANCE: R.H. Blezzard, (Town Clerk) 
J.C. Medland, (Town Clerk Designate) 
Particular thanks were given to the retiring Clerk by the Mayor for over three years exemplary service to the Council.

APOLOGIES: Councillor A Ingram and Yarmouth Police. Members sent their best wishes to Councillor Ingram.
51/10
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Declarations of personal interest

Councillor Cowley; 10,11,15.
Councillor Garlick; 10, Community Plan B1 and C2.

Councillor Goodridge; 6 and 8.1.3.
Councillor Mence; 6, 8.1.3, 9, 10.
Declaration of prejudicial interest

Councillor Cowley and Garlick on 13.

52/10
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions from the public.
53/10
MINUTES

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 2 February (Part 1) to be taken as read, confirmed and signed as being an accurate record of the proceedings. 
54/10
POLICE MATTERS

Members had before them a written Police report. 

RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.
55/10
HARBOUR ISSUES
The Harbour Commission was represented by Commissioner Howard Fair. 

The result of the Judicial Review has not meant that the Wightlink ferry service must cease using the Lymington River.

.
The project Help for Heroes is continuing.

The Inner Harbour Reconfiguration plan is being rewritten based on analysis of the results of the public consultation, a copy of the analysis had been circulated to the Council. Two members of the Harbour 
Advisory Committee are involved in discussion of the modification plans and it is likely that a special meeting of the Harbour Advisory Committee will be held before the new plan is publicised.

The Commissioners have received a new set of legal guidelines from the Government. This reinforces that it is their legal duty to run the Harbour commercially, to protect the fabric of the harbour and then to serve the interests of stakeholders. He explained that monies are being saved for the inevitable costs of replacing the sea wall. Given varying predictions on rising sea levels this and other coastal protection engineering will need to be co-ordinated with the Environment Agency. 
RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.

56/10
FINANCE

Members had before them a schedule showing a cashbook balance of £16,607.22 and a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation.

RESOLVED: (a) That the accounts be received and noted and the following accounts be authorised and paid:

Cheque No  Payee                                   Details                                              Amount

                                                                                                                                  £

923             Deacons Nursery                 Plants (One Million Blooms) *              132.90

924              Honnor and Jeffery Ltd      Plants/Materials (OMB) *                      108.00

925              Isle of Wight Council          Salaries, February, 2010                     1058.74
1,299.64     

RESOLVED: That the accounts in March will be dealt with immediately before the end of the financial year.

57/10
PLANNING ISSUES

Planning Applications        
Members had before them four planning applications.

RESOLVED: That the Council has no objection to the following planning applications:

1. P/00107/10 – TCP/29984 – Proposed dormer window on front elevation and conversion of roofspace to form bedroom/study at 7 West View, Victoria Rd. Yarmouth.

2. P/00110/10 – TCP/21923/A – Demolition of conservatory; alterations; proposed single storey rear extension; replacement dormer window on rear elevation with pitched roof and Juliet balcony at St Michael, Station Rd. Yarmouth.

3. P/00236/10 – TCP27635/F – Installation of photovoltaic solar panels to the south facing roofs of office at Harbour Master Office, The Quay, Yarmouth.

4. P/00244/10 – TCP/30019 – Proposed two storey rear extension; 1st floor rear extension and single storey rear extension; demolition of garage and construction of replacement garage. Kingsmead, Victoria Rd. Yarmouth.

Other Planning Issues

Members had before them a letter from Oliver Dunne, the Principle Estates Surveyor for the Isle of Wight Council asking for comments on the proposed sale of a 1m strip of land to Mr Workman of Ivy Cottage to improve vehicular access. 

RESOLVED: to reply to letter thanking Mr Dunne, asking for evidence of the ownership of the land by IW Council, and given a history of previous encroachment, evidence of the existing boundary and a request that a clear new boundary be marked to prevent further encroachment.

58/10
YARMOUTH AND THORLEY COMMUNITY PLAN

Members had before them the minutes of the Advisory Committee meetings of 5 and 15 February 2010. 
2. Action Plan B5
 “direction map” boards. These will now be approached as a project to be grant aided by the WWLP under their Interpretation and Signage Fund. The boards could now be uprights with metal not wooden frames and will include the Heritage Trail. The application will include the reprinting of the Heritage Trail booklets. The Chair of the Yarmouth Society remains fully involved in the project.
RESOLVED: the Advisory Committee to prepare the application to the WWLP.

RESOLVED: to take over responsibility for the maintenance of the two signs once erected.

3.  Action Plan B1(i) Possible Yarmouth community centre. The Mayor told Council of the meeting with the RCC.

4.Action Plan B3. Dog fouling. Replies on correspondence awaited.

5. 
Action Plan B4. Communications. Beacon Article aimed for April issue.

6.
Action Plan B5. Walking conditions and safety. Letter sent to David Howarth

7.
7. Action Plan C2 (i) Community bus for the elderly. RESOLVED:

i) That the Committee should not investigate this Action Plan until the outcome of the independent group’s activity is known.

ii) That the independent group is independent of the Advisory Committee and should report directly to the Town Council when the project is ready and the group is seeking the Council’s support.

8.  Action Plan B8 Tourist Office. The Yarmouth Tourist Centre will be open every day in the season and at reduced hours for 4 months of the year.

RESOLVED: The Committee to prepare a list of local tourist literature as requested.

9.  Action Plan B10 traffic control. 

i) Regarding the request for a 20mph Zone in the Conservation Area, IWC has advised that these Zones will be reviewed as part of the speed limit review of all roads required by the DfT. Council discussed the implication of IWC’s Speed Limit Policy (June 2009) and the advice given to the Community Plan Steering Committee by Conservation and Design team relating to traffic calming measures for 20mph Zones. 

ii) The request for an elderly persons sign near the Abbeyfield Home was being considered by the IWC Traffic Manager.

iii)  The illuminated signs at both ends of Thorley will not be granted.

RESOLVED: 

i) That the issue of the 20mph Zone be considered at the next meeting.

ii) That a follow up letter be sent on (ii) above.

iii) That the content of the letter relating to Thorley be sent to the Thorley Newsletter.

59/10
“875” COMMITTEE

The Mayor gave a verbal report.

RESOLVED: That the Yarmouth Local Hero should be Baldwin de Redvers.
60/10
WEST WIGHT LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP

Cllr Poston explained that there have been problems identified with the planned Golden Circuit which had replaced the Yarmouth-Carisbrooke Greenway as the “flagship” project. 

RESOLVED: The Cllr. Poston report back from each WWLP Board meeting and investigate if the minutes can be sent to other members.

61/10
SPEED LIMIT REVIEW

RESOLVED: to support the new proposed speed restriction.

62/10
BUS SERVICE REVIEW

RESOLVED: to request the retention of all the subsidised No. 7 buses listed (20.40-23.40) as a vital infrastructural lifeline of this rural area, an issue that had been specifically identified as a priority in the Yarmouth and Thorley Community Plan, and important for the Eco Island strategy.

63/10
CORRESPONDENCE

Members had before them a list of correspondence.

RESOLVED: That we respond to Cllr. Wareham’s letter on the Military Road and ask the other West Wight councils to revive the “Military Road Watching Brief”.
64/10
THORLEY ISSUES

RESOLVED: To contact Highways to complain about the dangerous road surfaces with a separate letter to the Environment Agency to request the unblocking of the water channel under Thorley Road bridge.
65/10
YARMOUTH ISSUES

Cllr. Garlick explained that the group investigating the community bus plan was now the Freshwater-Yarmouth-Totland bus project. It is forming a committee and requested a representative from Yarmouth Council.

The previously reported broken kerbstone has not been repaired.

RESOLVED: 

To defer the question of representation on FYT to the next meeting.

To contact Highways again in relation to the broken kerbstone.

66/10
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Members had before them a written report which was added to verbally by S. Dyer CC. He reported that he had asked full council about the need for repairs to Bouldnor Road. He reported back in some detail on the new IW Council budget and the progress so far of the PFI. He gave particular thanks to the retiring Clerk for the work they had done together.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.

67/10
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

Members had before them the Town Clerk’s report which was added to verbally and included the following.
A notice has been posted inviting local organisations to apply to the Council for the 2010/11 grants. A number of applications have already been returned. 

Invitations to quote for grass cutting and street furniture maintenance have been publicised. 

It is understood that replacement bins now have to be purchased although this has yet to be confirmed in writing by the Isle of Wight Council.

A representative of the Fire Service will not attend the Annual Town Meeting in May. An alternative future date is awaited.

Five members of the Council attended the recent Code of Conduct training at County Hall. 

RESOLVED: (a) That the report be received and noted;
RESOLVED: (b) To write to St James’ Church (c/o Cathy Rushworth) to pass on the request that the Church ensure proper tendering/quotation system is in place to monitor the costing of the grass cutting contract. 

68/10
REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The Mayor had met with East Cowes, Fishbourne, Whippingham and Wootton Councils to discuss the impact of car ferries and to prepare a common input to the IW Core Strategy.
69/10
YARMOUTH TOWN TRUST – APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES

No response received from NALC.

70/10
YARMOUTH RECREATION GROUND

The Village Green Staus application has been opposed with a detailed objection from the Secretary of the Yarmouth Town Trust forwarded to us by the Village Green applicant. 

The Village Green Status application has been opposed with a detailed objection from the Clerk to the Yarmouth Town Trust forwarded to us by the Village Green applicant. 

RESOLVED: To write a reply to the applicant pointing out where we believe factual inaccuracies have been made in the objection letter, with copies to others.

RESOLVED: The Clerk Designate to research the history of the maintenance contracts which have applied to the Recreation Ground.

71/10
LORD HOLMES CHARITIES

RESOLVED: to convene the Lord Holmes Charities Working Group at 2pm on the 17 March at the office. (RC, PG, BT)

72/10
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
RESOLVED: The responses to the idea of a Wightlink Users Group, Freshwater-Yamouth-Totland bus project, the grass cutting and street maintenance contracts, the decision on the grant applications, the presentation by a representative of the RCC on the local volunteer teams, and the Annual Town Meeting on 18 May will be agenda items at the next meeting.

73/10
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED: To note that the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 6 April 2010  at 6.30pm at Thorley Church. 

74/10    EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

Signed..............................................................................    Date..................................

             (Town Mayor)

