
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY 7  NOVEMBER 2007 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL th

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Vaughan, Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

Public Question Time

There was one member of the public present who, as owner of the property,  made a statement regarding
Minute 41, the alleged commercial use at Shepherds Barn.  The owner stated that works had been
ongoing during construction but this had now ceased, in addition business units had been arranged off-
site and any commercial activity had ceased.  The owner considered that a direct approach from the
Council would have been preferable to a written intervention to the authorities.  The resident was thanked
for his comments and then left the meeting.

Mr Griffiths reported on various matters on the agenda including highways, the forthcoming CLC
meeting and the NHS consultation.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would request a grant from the
CLC for works to the footbridge behind the school; the possibility of funding to restore the grass verge
opposite the War Memorial should also be considered.  Progress would need to be checked with regard
to the implementation of the speed limit as no dates had been given for this. It was hoped that
improvements would be made to the A23 slip road following the fatal accident last month.  The aim for
Hickstead Lane  to be either classified as a Quiet Lane or as a narrow road with passing places was also
discussed.  The Highways Programme needed to be obtained and also a check made on the next visit by
the Footpath Rangers.  It was noted that progress was being made with the NHS consultation and
alternatives were under consideration.  Mr Griffiths was thanked for his contribution and then left the
meeting.

42 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Murphy. 

43 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda.

44 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of previous meeting held on 12th September (previously circulated) were taken as read and
approved and signed by the Chairman subject to an amendment to Minute 33 to be altered from “Mrs
Hirst read out a letter of objection to this application” to “Mrs Hirst read out a letter regarding this
application”.

45 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 15.3: War Memorial: Mrs Veaney had purchased a wreath and would tidy up the area for
Remembrance Sunday. 

Minute 21: Internal Audit: The Internal Auditor had now been thanked for his work and had agreed
to carry on with this work in the future.

Minute 34: Review of Internal Audit: This had been circulated and noted by members.



Minute 35: District Council Priorities: A letter had been sent to Gordon Marples but no reply had been
received to date. It was noted that other parishes were disappointed with this  poor response from MSDC.

Minute 39: Gypsy & Traveller Consultation: Mr Worsley reported that there was no further
information.  It was agreed that a watching brief be kept on this matter.

46 Highway Matters

Several matters had been discussed during the County Councillor’s report including the fatal accident
at Hickstead and progress with the implementation of the speed limit.  The clerk reported that, at this
stage, it was unlikely that the partnership working with Burgess Hill would proceed.  A discussion
followed regarding the maintenance of the ditches and the responsibility of landowners.  It was agreed
that this was a difficult matter to progress and that it would make sense to start where the problems were
worst.  Mr Worsley agreed to contact Mr Boyce in the first instance and then to arrange a site meeting.
The clerk had received a letter from WSCC regarding Hickstead Lane stating that some repairs were
imminent but no response had been received from the Showground; the clerk to chase up this matter.
Mrs Hirst reported potholes and the damage to the metal sign at Bob Lane.   The condition of the footpath
running across land owned by Twineham Grange was discussed.   Mr Worsley had agreed with the owner
to cut the hedges but the County Council was responsible for the surface of the path. This matter had
been reported to the Maintenance Team and the condition of the path would be monitored by members.

47 Parish Plan & Landscape Assessment Survey

No progress had been made with this project to date but it was agreed that this matter be kept on the
agenda.  The pressures of house building would continue and this local information could help to inform
the decision making in the future.

48  Rural Issues Workshop 

Following Mr Worsley’s attendance at this event, the District Council wished to arrange a follow-up
meeting with each Parish to discuss the issues raised.  It was agreed that an informal meeting be arranged
to discuss this and draft responses circulated to members before the meeting with MSDC.

49 Planning 

Following the concerns raised by the action of the Parish Council with regard to possible planning
infringements, there was a discussion on policy and the best way to handle complaints in the future.  It
was considered that a more direct approach would be preferable in future and that a site meeting be
arranged for all councillors before writing to the relevant  authority.  There were no applications for
consideration.  It was noted that planning permission had been granted for the re-modelling of Park
House and the menage at Coombe Farm.  The Chairman and Clerk had attended a meeting at the District
Council where the updated arrangements for Planning Department had been discussed. 

50 ‘Fit for the Future’ NHS Consultation

It was noted that matters were moving fast but agreed that no further response was required.

51 Orders for payment 

The following orders for payment were approved by the Council:

Vision ICT - Website £103.40
Mazars - Audit £58.75



Mrs F Jones - Gift for Internal Auditor £22.95
Twineham PCC - Upkeep of Churchyard £652.00
Twineham School - Donation to costs of meetings £55.00
Twineham & Wineham Cricket Club - Donation £100.00
Mrs J Veaney - Wreath £25.00
Sussex Playing Fields Assoc - Subscription £15.00

52 Budget and Precept for the Financial Year 2008 - 2009

The budget and precept had been previously circulated by the Clerk.  The figures included a 2.5% uplift
for inflation.  These figures were agreed by the Council but it was considered that, in view of possible
charges for the election and future drainage works, the contingency sum be increased by £100 to give a
precept for the forthcoming financial year of £2,800.00.

53 Any Other Business

53.1 Newsletter:   Mrs Veaney would edit the next newsletter for distribution in December. It was
agreed that a village social event be arranged on Sunday, 20  January.th

53.2 Forthcoming Meetings of the Parish Council:  The following dates for 2008 were agreed:

16  January / 12  March / 7  May / 9  July / 10  September / 12  Novemberth th th th th th

53.3 Hedges along Bob Lane: Mrs Hirst reported that complaints had been received regarding the
hedges along Bob Lane.  Mr Worsley explained the Countryside Stewardship programme with
regard to hedgecutting but stated that arrangements would be put in hand to cut these hedges.

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm.


