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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 8   MAY 2007 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Vaughan, Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mr Sutcliffe-Smith, Mr Boyce 

1 Election of Chairman

Mr Sutcliffe-Smith, as outgoing Chairman, asked for nominations for the Chairmanship of the Council.
Mrs Murphy  proposed, Mrs Veaney seconded and it was resolved that Mrs Hirst be elected as Chairman
of the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Mr Sutcliffe-Smith for his twenty-four years of service
to the Council and a small presentation was made in recognition of his work on behalf of the community.
Mr Boyce, who had also stood down at the election, was thanked for all his work on the Council.  The
Chairman welcomed Mr Vaughan and Mr Worsley to the Council.  Mr Sutcliffe-Smith and Mr Boyce
then left the meeting

2 Apologies for Absence were received and accepted from Mr Griffiths

3 Declarations of Interest

Mrs Hirst declared a personal interest in Minute 06/60.3 Coombe Farm as a neighbour of this property.
There were no declarations of interest regarding any other matters on the agenda.

4 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 14   March 2007 having been previously circulated, wereth

taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

5 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 06/63.3: Cottages at Twineham Green: The Clerk had reported the problem of cars/vans
parking on the verge opposite Bob Lane but this had not resulted in any improvement.  Notification had
been received from the Police of a new Police Inspector for the area and it was agreed to invite the
Inspector to a future meeting of the Council.

6 Report from County and District Councillors

Information had been received from Mr Griffiths that the funding application from the County Local
Committee (CLC) for the village gateway signs had been deferred and would be considered later in the
year.

7 Code of Conduct for Parish Councillors

The revised Code of Conduct for Parish Councils had now been received.  The Clerk had originally been
informed that there was a requirement to adopt the new Code with immediate effect.  However, new
guidelines had just been received that the time limit for adoption had been extended to 1  October.  Duest

to the need to consider whether councillors should be allowed to speak on matters where they had a
prejudicial interest, and the subsequent requirement to alter the Standing Orders, it was agreed to defer
this until the next Council meeting.  Councillors noted that they were required to complete the Register
of Interests within 28 days of taking office.



33

8 Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils (MSALC)

Although any member could attend the meetings of MSALC, the Parish Council were required to
nominate two members to have voting rights at the meetings.  Mrs Murphy and Mrs Veaney agreed to
be the nominated members but information regarding meetings would be sent to all members.

9 Planning Matters

9.1 TW/07/207/FUL: Little Hickstead Farm - Conversion of Garage to ancillary accommodation:
Permission.  MSDC had stated that use of the building could be controlled by a planning
condition and as the building was in close proximity to the main residential unit, its use as
ancillary accommodation was reasonable.

9.2 TW/07/465/FUL: Twineham Grange - Wrought iron gates.  Although these gates were  very
large, there had been no objections to this application and permission had been granted

9.3 TW/07/464/FUL: Twineham Grange - Orangery.  No objections
9.4 Coombe Farm; Concerns were raised regarding the use of these buildings and other activities

currently taking place at this property.  It was agreed to monitor the situation.
9.5 Hillmans Farm: Following the refusal of the application for a Change of Use, this application

had gone to Appeal.  Concerns were raised regarding the junction which it was considered to be
completely unsuitable for hgvs as well as the close proximity to the electricity pylon on the site.
The clerk to ascertain whether further information could be submitted to the Inspector.  It was
noted that the large directional sign had yet to be removed.

9.6 East Hookers: The District Council had confirmed that no planning permission had been
required for the conversion of this building for ancillary accommodation.

A Planning Seminar for Parish Councils was being arranged by the Campaign to Protect Rural England
(CPRE) in October.  It was agreed that one place be reserved, attendee to be confirmed in due course.
Consideration would be given to the Parish Council becoming a member of CPRE at the next meeting.

10 Parish Plan and Landscape Assessment Survey

As reported at the Annual Parish Meeting earlier in the evening, good progress had been made with the
various action points in the Parish Plan.  The social events had been successful, with a village picnic
planned for later in the summer.  The recent litterpick had been well supported and progress was being
made with WSCC and traffic management.  The support received from Neighbourhood Watch was
however disappointing.  The possibility of forming a group to undertake a Landscape Assessment Survey
would also be given consideration.   With regard to the local environment, the District Council had an
Environmental Grant scheme and consideration was given to various projects including improvements
to the roundabout at Hickstead, tree planting and bat/bird boxes in the school field and bench for the
Recreation Ground.  Following the recent litterpick, the possibility of erecting anti-litter posters designed
by the children could also be investigated. It was also agreed to make enquiries of local contractors
regarding the maintenance/sponsorship of the Hickstead Roundabout.

11 Highway Matters

11.1 Speed Restrictions: Traffic indicators had recently been placed in Twineham Lane and the
results were now awaited.  Residents at Hickstead were very concerned at traffic speeds in
Hickstead Lane.  Unfortunately, due to the lack of housing and difficulty in enforcing a limit,
it was considered most unlikely that a speed limit would be imposed in that Lane.

11.2 Highway Repairs: The Clerk reported that a meeting was to be held with the new Highway
Ranger when various concerns regarding potholes, reinstatement of the highway following the
works to the water main, etc. would be raised.
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11.3 Drainage: As reported at the Annual Parish Meeting, Mr Boyce was undertaking a survey of the
drainage in the Parish.  A large scale electronic map was still awaited but it was hoped this work
would be completed within the next few months.

12 Financial Matters

12.1 Internal Auditor: The Parish Council was required to appoint an internal auditor for the annual
accounts.  It was duly resolved that Mr John Rose, former Governor at Twineham School and
a senior officer at Revenue & Customs be appointed to this post.

12.2 Change of Signatories: Current signatories for the Alliance & Leicester accounts were Mr
Sutcliffe-Smith, Mrs Veaney and Mrs Jones.  It was resolved that Mr Sutcliffe-Smith be
removed and Mrs Hirst become a signatory to the account.

12.3 Draft Accounts: Draft accounts had been circulated to members.  The Annual Return and
Statement of Accounts would be formally adopted at the next Council Meeting.

12.4 Orders for Payment: The following payments were approved by the Council:
Cornhill Insurance £312.63
Sussex Association of Local Councils £70.92
Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign £10.00

13 Newsletter

It was agreed that Mrs Murphy undertake the next newsletter.  This would contain a copy of the
Chairman’s Annual Report and give details of the new council, as well as reminding people of the
summer picnic.  This to go out in mid-June.  Concerns were raised with regard to the postal preference
service and whether newsletters were failing to be delivered to residents.  It was agreed to make
enquiries.

14 Forthcoming Meetings

The following dates were agreed: Monday, 9  July; Wednesday, 12  September; Wednesday, 7th th th

November.  Meetings to be held subsequently on the second Wednesday on alternate months.

15 Any Other Business

15.1 Planning Policy:  A general discussion followed regarding the need for the Parish Council to
have an adopted Planning Policy to ensure that all planning matters were considered in a fair and
equitable manner. Concerns had been raised at meetings, particularly with regard to the
commercial use of premises and it was necessary to ensure that all decisions followed clearly
defined guidelines as well as ensuring that the public was fully informed of this process.  The
possibility of carrying out a Village Design Statement could also be considered.  These matters
to be discussed at the next Council meeting.

15.2 Grass Triangle & Verge: The fingerpost was in a poor state of repair and needed replacement.
It was agreed to look into applying for a grant but also to make enquiries regarding a suitable
contractor who could replace the post.  The grass verge was in a very poor state due to cars now
parking here.  The nameplate was in the hedge.  The clerk to follow up these matters.

15.3 War Memorial: It was considered that this could be better maintained and a voluntary system
was not really satisfactory. It was agreed to find out whether a local contractor might be prepared
to undertake this work on a regular basis. 

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm

Signed _________________________________________


