
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 6th JANUARY 2014 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Worsley, Mrs Murphy, Dr Vaughan
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs Seward (MSDC)

38 Apologies for Absence were received from Mr Griffiths

39 Declarations of Interest:  Mrs Hirst declared a personal interest in the planning applications at
Twineham Grange as a near neighbour to the property.  There  were no other declarations of interest
regarding any matters on the agenda.

40 Public Question Time: There were five members of the public present.  Mr Edell had had 
concerns about the lack of progress with the Neighbourhood Plan as this was a very useful document that
would inform the District Council as to what the Parish wanted/did not want in the future. Mr Veaney
commented on the very negative remarks made by Cllr Garry Wall at MSDC regarding Neighbourhood
Plans.  Mr Worsley responded that reasonable progress was being made on the Plan; funding had been
received and the results of the housing survey would be known shortly. With regards to Mayfields, the
Neighbourhood Plan would carry some weight and LAMBS (Locals Against Mayfields Building Sprawl)
were able to take a different approach.  The N Plan Group was currently working on draft policies to put
to the consultants with public consultation in the Spring.  Sue Seward stressed the importance of both
the Neighbourhood Plan but also pointed out the position of the current Mid Sussex Local Plan and the
ongoing problem of the housing numbers in Mid Sussex.  The planning application for the Distribution
Centre at Hickstead was raised.  The public were informed that an extra meeting would be held to look
at this application following a meeting to be arranged with the MSDC Planning Office.

41 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th November 2013 having been previously circulated,
were taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

42 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 26/12: Cash Machine at Hickstead: The Clerk had written to Shell Customer Services
following the last meeting but no reply had been received to date.

Minute 28/12: Fishing Lake: A very interesting site visit had been made to the new Fishing Lake in
Hickstead Lane where good progress was being made with the landscaping, etc. 

Minute 29.2/13: Electronic Planning: The clerk would be attending a further meeting with MSDC
shortly.  Concerns were raised regarding the very slow download speeds in the parish and the
impracticality of downloading large planning documents.  The lack of a laptop and projector was also a
problem.  The possibility of MSDC downloading the files onto a memory stick was suggested.  Although
not a problem for the towns and larger villages, this would be a difficult task to implement in the rural
areas such as Twineham.

Minutes 36.1/13: War Memorial: Mrs Veaney had cleaned the Memorial and this was now greatly
improved. The clerk had applied for a grant from the War Memorials Trust and a decision on this was
awaited.  Mrs Veaney was also making enquiries with regards to a suitable contractor to keep the area
mowed during the summer months.



43 Report from the District Councillor

Mrs Seward apologised for her non-attendance at Council meetings due to family illness.  Mrs Seward
did consider that the number of major schemes impacting on Twineham was out of all proportion to the
size of the community and underlined the importance of the Neighbourhood Plan to the parish.  Mrs
Seward considered that a very good submission had been made with regards to Rampion.  The issue of
the Mayfields proposal would hinge on the progress of the MSDC Local Plan and the eventual housing
numbers.  Mrs Seward then left the meeting.

44 Planning Matters

The following applications were considered by the Council:

13/04063/CND: Firsland Farm House, Henfield Road: Removal of agricultural occupancy condition
Although the loss of an agricultural dwelling was regretted, there were no objections to this application
providing the agricultural occupancy condition at Oak Cottage was retained.

13/04079/FUL: Twineham Grange: Construction of tennis court and floodlights
There were no objections to the construction of a tennis court but there were very strong objections to the
floodlights.  Councillors were extremely disappointed that permission had recently been given for
additional outdoor lighting at Twineham Grange.  Twineham was situated in a “dark skies” area of the
countryside and outdoor lighting was detrimental to this rural environment.  It was suggested that the
Planning Officer be invited to visit Twineham after dark to see the problems caused by this external
lighting.

13/04202/FUL: Twineham Grange: Proposed pony exerciser
There were no objections to the pony exerciser but no external lighting should be permitted.

Greenfield Farm, Hickstead
It was unclear as to what activities were currently being undertaken at this property, the clerk to ask
MSDC to investigate.

Twineham Grange Farm
It was understood that the tanks remained on site and had yet to be removed.  The clerk to check that the
site would be fully cleared as per the planning application.

Distribution Centre at Hickstead
It was agreed that an extraordinary meeting be held on Monday, 20th January at 8 pm to discuss this
application, following the meeting with MSDC and Burgess Hill Town Council.

45 Appointment of Parish Clerk

A meeting had been held with the Sussex Association of Local Councils (SALC) to discuss the
appointment process as well as rates of pay and conditions of service.  SALC would  assist with the
recruitment process, advertisements and handle the applications.  The cost of this would be £180 to
include a training session for the new clerk.  It was agreed to accept this proposal.  The closing date for
recruitment would be the 21st February with interviews arranged for 4th March.  An extraordinary meeting
would be held on 4th March to appoint the new clerk with a start date of 31st  March. 

46 Budget and Precept for the Forthcoming Financial Year

The clerk had circulated a draft budget for the forthcoming financial year.  There would be a substantial
increase in the wages of the new clerk as well as the need to purchase IT equipment.  In addition, the



website also needed to be upgraded at an additional cost of £100.  After discussion, it was agreed that a
budget of £2,200 be made for wages, £750 for office equipment and £250 for training.  It was anticipated
that the costs of the Neighbourhood Plan would be covered by the Locality grant.  It was therefore agreed
that a precept of £5,400.00 be set for the forthcoming financial year.

47 Orders for payment

The following orders for payment were approved by the Council:

Hookers Farm War Memorial Upkeep  £216.00
Mrs A Hirst Travel Expenses (Rampion) £28.20
Dijiset Newsletters £18.00

48 Highway Matters

48.1 A2300 Consultation: A document had been received from WSCC regarding the capacity of the
A23/A2300.  A response had been drafted by Mr Veaney and submitted by the clerk.  Mr Veaney was
thanked for his professional input into this matter.

48.2 Operation Watershed: The clerk confirmed that £15,812 had now been received through this
programme.  However, an error had been made by WSCC as the amount should have been for £18,975
as the quotation for the works from Balfour Beatty was net of VAT.  The clerk had queried this with
WSCC. It was agreed that a full specification for the detailed drainage works around the village be
prepared and that alternative quotations then be sought for this work.  After the recent, very heavy, rains,
there was a great deal of water on the highways and much of the drainage required attention. 

49 Rampion Wind Farm

The draft development consent order had now been published and a letter had been received from
Rampion regarding community benefit.  The Chairman would be attending a Liaison Group meeting at
the end of January.  The examination would end on 18th January and the Inspector would then have three
months before the report was submitted to the Minister.  The Chairman reported that progress had been
achieved as the hedgerow at the east of the site would be retained however the issue of noise during the
construction period remained outstanding.

50 Neighbourhood Plan

As set out previously, the results of the housing survey were now awaited.  It was anticipated that a draft
plan would be ready for public consultation in the Spring.

51 Newsletter

It was agreed that a newsletter be sent out at the end of January explaining the rise in the precept and
giving updates on the Neighbourhood Plan, the development at Hickstead and Rampion.  It would also
be reported that Mrs Veaney had collected £74 for the British Legion.

52 Any other Business 

It was noted that the Chairman had attended the MSDC Christmas Service on behalf of the Council.

Signed__________________________________ 


