
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 11th NOVEMBER 2013 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Worsley, Mrs Murphy 
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

25. Apologies for Absence were received from Dr Vaughan.

26 Declarations of Interest: Mrs Hirst and Mr Worsley declared personal interests in the Rampion
Scheme.  There were no other declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda.

27 Public Question Time: There were no members of the public present

28 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th September 2013 having been previously circulated, were
taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

29 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 26/12: Cash Machine at Hickstead: On further enquiry, the clerk had been informed that Shell
were unwilling to pay the additional charges for the rental of the building to which the cash machine was
attached.  It was agreed to write to Shell Customer Services regarding this.
Minute  28/12: Fishing Lake: A site visit had been arranged for Saturday, 16th November at 10 am.

30 Planning

30.1 Twineham Grange: It was noted that, contrary to the Parish Council recommendations,
permission had been refused for the pony exerciser but granted for the exterior lighting.  It was agreed to
contact MSDC regarding these decisions and to monitor the lighting used at the Grange.  The removal of
the existing, native, hedgerow and replacement with laurel was regretted.
30.2 Electronic Planning: It was noted that the clerk was to attend a briefing session on the use of
electronic planning.  The difficulty of accessing plans at meetings was discussed as was the very slow
speeds on download.

31 Neighbourhood Plan 

A successful open day had been held at the end of September and it was anticipated that the Housing
Survey would be sent out shortly by AIRS.  The drafting of the plan would now get underway.  The
funding for the Neighbourhood Plan from Locality had now been received into the Parish Council’s
account.  Mr Worsley had attended a meeting regarding the Northern Arc proposals and it was hoped that
the parishes would act together when looking at this development. 

32 Orders for Payment: the following were approved for payment:

St Peter’s Church Churchyard Upkeep £689.00
Twineham School Donation for use of building for meetings £100.00
Cricket Club Donation £100.00
CPRE Subscription £30.00
Dijiset Neighbourhood Plan expenses £36.50
Mrs Veaney British Legion Wreath £30.00



33 Highway Matters  

33.1 Operation Watershed:  During the summer the Chairman had toured the highways in the parish
with a representative from Balfour Beatty looking at drainage problems.   It now seemed that a successful
application for funding for remedial drainage works had been received as part of Operation Watershed. 
It was understood that payment would be made to the Parish Council who could then engage their own
contractor to do these works.
33.2 Twineham Grange Farm: Recent building works on this site had left Bob Lane with mud and
rubble in the highway.  The clerk to report this to WSCC.

34 Rampion Wind Farm

The Chairman had attended the Open Floor Hearing on 11th September regarding the items on which there
was no agreement with Rampion.  Two meetings of the local liaison group had been held, as well as
Twineham Parish Council this included residents and members of Bolney, Cowfold and Shermanbury
Parish Councils as well as Peter Griffiths on behalf of the County Council.  It was agreed that Rampion
should be asked to send out a newsletter informing residents of progress. On the 26th September a site visit
had been made, this included looking at the roads and hedges.  A meeting had also been held with Nicholas
Soames MP.  The Statement of Common Ground had been signed in October but no agreement had been
reached on community benefit or on the preferred site.  With regards to community benefit, following a
request for information from the County Council, the Parish Council had put forward a request for a grant
of £250,000 for a new community building to replace the current cricket pavilion.  High speed broadband
was also a priority for residents.  The site chosen by Rampion was not that preferred by residents.  A
detailed response was being prepared by a resident and after discussion it was agreed that the Parish
Council should support this letter.  This alternative site would result in a reduction in the  loss of hedges,
would be more accessible for vehicles and less visually intrusive for residents.

35 Mayfield Development

It was unanimously resolved that the Parish Council should record its formal objections to the plans for
the new town proposed by the Mayfield Consortium.  Since the last Council meeting a further joint parishes
meeting had been held and the LAMBS Action Group had organised a very well attended public meeting
in Hassocks.  It was agreed that the Action Group performed a different role to that of the Parish Council
but that it was important for all residents to be aware of the serious threat posed by the development. The
clerk to send out an email to residents giving them the details of the Action Group. 

36 Appointment of  Parish Clerk

Unfortunately, the meeting with SALC to discuss terms and conditions of employment for a new clerk had 
had to be postponed.  It was agreed that details needed to be obtained from SALC and an advertisement
should be placed in the next Church Magazine.  The 2014 budget would need to take into account these
costs when it was set at the January meeting.

37 Any Other Business

37.1 War Memorial: It was hoped that a new contractor had been found for the grass cutting.  The
clerk to check the insurance arrangements. A letter had been received from a relative of one of the deceased
and it was agreed to make enquiries regarding a grant for the restoration of the lettering, etc.  
37.2 Meetings: The following dates for 2014 were noted: 13th January/10th March/12th May/
14th July/8th September/10th November

Signed __________________________________________________-


