
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 16th SEPTEMBER 2013 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Dr Vaughan , Mr Worsley, Mrs Murphy 
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

14 Declarations of Interest: Mrs Hirst and Mr Worsley declared personal interests in the Rampion
Scheme.  There were no other declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda.

15 Public Question Time:

Mayfield Development: Mr Watts-Williams spoke regarding the new proposals put forward by the
Mayfield consortium regarding a new town of 10,000 houses that would include much of the parish of
Twineham.  The Action Group had now arranged a public meeting with Nicholas Soames and Nick Herbert
MPs on 18th October in Hassocks.  Mr Watts-Williams had also attended the District Plan meeting
regarding the duty to co-operate with neighbouring authorities when Mayfield had also been present.  He
had arranged a  meeting with Mayfield for the following week and professional planners had now been
engaged to give further support.  This was a serious project already causing housing blight

16 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 8th July 2013 having been previously circulated, were taken
as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

17 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 26/12: Cash Machine at Hickstead: No further response had been received from the Garage.

Minutes 28/12: Fishing Lake: A site visit to be arranged.

18 Mayfield Development

The Chairman and Clerk had attended a Joint Parishes Meeting at Albourne when it had been agreed that
all parishes would continue to monitor the situation carefully.  A further meeting had been arranged for 7th

October.  It was agreed that it was very important to ensure that all authorities were sufficiently prepared,
particularly should the District Plan not be approved at inspection and the housing numbers open to
amendment..

19 Planning

TW/13/02745/FUL: Twineham Grange, Bob Lane
Proposed external lighting
The Parish Council objected to this application.  The lighting would be intrusive in an area of countryside
development restraint and out of keeping in a rural area. 

Electronic Planning

The Clerk would be attending a meeting at the District Council in November to look at their proposals for
electronic planning.  The difficulties for a small, rural, parish such as Twineham was discussed.  At present
the Parish Council had no suitable IT equipment and, would need to have access to broadband.  If plans



had to be downloaded prior to a meeting, due to the very slow broadband speeds in the village, this would
be an extremely lengthy process.

20 Neighbourhood Plan 

The Neighbourhood Plan had now been awarded a grant of £2,500 to progress the plan, this would enable
the engagement of some professional help as well as funding publicity costs, etc.  The District Council had
agreed to fund a Housing Needs Survey.  Arrangements were in hand for the Open Day on September 28th. 
The Chairman thanked all those involved in the work undertaken to date.

21 Orders for Payment  

The following payments were approved by Council:

Vision ICT - Website hosting & support £132.00
Maroon Planning - Neighbourhood Plan consultation £158.15
Dijiset - Newsletter £39.00
Mrs F Jones - Postage £100.00

22 Highway Matters

As part of Operation Watershed, the Chairman had accompanied WSCC on a tour of the parish looking
at all the various highway problems including flooding at various locations.  Following the petition from
residents for a 30 mph limit, sensors had been put down Twineham Lane/Bolney Chapel Road to check
speeds.  Mr Worsley had agreed to store a hippo bag of grit for use in the winter.  One end of the causeway
in Wineham Lane had now been repaired.

23 Rampion

The Chairman reported that this had been a time-consuming business.  A number of meetings had been held
with Rampion and residents as well as meetings with the Inspector.  Rampion had proposed that a
Statement of Common Ground be agreed with the Parish Council and v5 of this had been circulated to
members.  The document had been sent to the Legal Department at the County Council who had confirmed
that they had no concerns with the document.  The Chairman then ran through the different sections of the
‘agreed matters’.  Section 8 detailed the matters where there was no agreement. After discussion, these
items were agreed but it was considered that community compensation should be added under 8.1.

It was unanimously resolved that the Chairman sign the Statement of Common Ground on behalf of
Twineham Parish Council.

A vote of thanks was made to the Chairman for all her work on this project.  There had been significant
progress on various points that were important for residents and it was agreed that real progress had been
made over the past 18 months in securing a better outcome for the community.

24 Any other Business 

24.1 Footpaths:  The footpath running in front of Twineham Grange was in a very poor condition.  The
clerk to contact WSCC.
24.2 Removal of the weirs: This was being undertaken by the Ouse and Adur Trust and was ongoing.
24.3 Training: The Chairman had attended a useful session run by SALC.

END


