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Twineham Parish Council 

 Mr Richard Sutcliffe-Smith (Chairman); 
Mrs Jane Veaney; 
Mr Steve Boyce; 
Mrs Caroline Murphy; 
Mrs Annie Hirst 

Mrs Frances Jones is Clerk to the Parish Council. 
 

Meetings and visitors 

Parish Council meetings were held in May, July, September, November 2006, January 
and March 2007.  Official visitors in the past year have included Councillor Sue Seward, 
our newly re-elected Ward Member for Bolney at Mid Sussex District Council and 
Councillor Peter Griffiths our Division Member for Hurstpierpoint & Bolney at West 
Sussex County Council.  A number of Twineham residents attended individual Parish 
Council meetings. 
 

Annual Precept 

Your Parish Council resolved to increase the parish precept from ,2,460 to ,2,550 for the 
current year due to a small increase of 3.5% in expenditure during the previous year. 
Good financial management means that the Parish Council can maintain a small surplus 
in funds to cover unforeseen expenses.   
 

Parish newsletters and website 

We have continued with our quarterly Newsletters, which are delivered to every 
household in the Parish. The newsletter has advertised a number of parish social and 
charity events as well as a report from Vanessa Baber, Head teacher of Twineham 
School.  Each of the Parish Councillors takes it in turn to compose an issue, so please 
don=t forget to inform the Parish Council of news and announcements.   
 

Parish Quality status 

In March, we were very proud to have been awarded Quality Council status.  You may 
remember that I wrote to you all in February about this achievement. This has been quite 
an achievement as only 390 of the many thousands of Town and Parish Councils in 
England have achieved such status C and Twineham is officially the smallest Quality 
Council in the whole country!  Many thanks to all the Parish Councillors, and especially 
our Clerk, Frances Jones, who have helped achieve this award. 
 

Affordable housing in the parish 

Last year we reported on the continuing saga of Downland Housing Association=s desire 
to redevelop No. 4 Swedish Houses in Church Lane in the heart of the Parish.  During 
the past year, absolutely nothing further has happened and the Parish Council has had 
no formal contact from Downland Housing. 

It is unlikely that this is the end of the matter as there is general consensus that No. 4 
Swedish Houses is in need of some refurbishment.  Whether Downland will undertake 
such work without further grand designs, is a question that has yet to be posed, or 
answered.  Your Parish Council will keep you informed of any news on the matter. 
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Flooding and drainage in Twineham 

Everyone will be aware of the flooding and drainage problems in the centre of the village 
earlier this year.  Although these have now been resolved thanks to the diligent work of 
Parish Councillor Steve Boyce and others, the problem needs a long-term solution.  
Your Parish Council (with the help of your District and County Councillors) has now met 
with the local authorities and a programme of works is to be drawn up for clearance and 
long-term maintenance of the ditches and culverts. 
 

Twineham Parish Plan 

In 2004, the Parish Council first raised the issue of the need for a Parish Plan for 
Twineham as a statement on how the parish should progress in the future; and the Parish 
Plan was presented at last year=s Annual Parish Meeting.   

Since then, the Parish Council has taken forward all of the eight Action Points for which 
the Council was nominated. Actions have put in place relating to a range of matters, 
including village gateway signs, ditch maintenance and speed limits through the village. 

The Parish Plan however is not a one-off plan.  It needs to evolve continuously to 
address the ever-changing community environment.  As the Parish Plan is not a Parish 
Council document, it requires the input from the non-elected members of Twineham 
community.  Sadly, there has been little further interest from the community and during 
the year, a meeting of the Parish Plan Group was cancelled due to lack of support.  We 
all have a responsibility for the future of the parish and there is only a certain amount that 
the Parish Council can do as an implementer of the Plan, rather than the instigator.  The 

Parish Plan needs you and it is hoped that the group can re-form and carry on the good 
work in the coming year. 
 

Farewells 

Two Parish Councillors have chosen to stand down this year, and by the time this report 
is published, you will have elected a new Parish Council.  Steve Boyce has served the 
Parish for 14 years and has given sterling advice and support during this time, not only 
with his specialist knowledge of the drainage system of the village, but also with his 
financial acumen that has helped ensure the Council has remained on a sound financial 
footing.  Thank you to Steve for all his time and effort on behalf of the village.   

This is also my final Chairman=s report as I decided that 24 years on the Parish Council is 
quite long enough.  People say that not much has changed in the village and that=s how 
they would like it to stay.  In fact, during my years on the Parish Council, there has been 
a lot of change in the village, most of it subtle and gradual.  I am a firm believer that the 
Parish will C and must C continue to evolve as it has done for centuries.  As Parish 
Councillors, we are really only stewards for a short period in this history and I am sure 
that the remaining and new Members of what has now been recognised as a Quality 
Council will continue to serve the Twineham community to the best of their abilities. 
 
 

Richard Sutcliffe-Smith 
8

th
 May 2007 

 


