
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY 12  SEPTEMBER 2007 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL, TH

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Murphy, Mr Vaughan, Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Inspector Marcus Potter

Presentation by the Police

Inspector Potter is based in the Burgess Hill Neighbourhood Policing Area which is responsible for about
45,000 residents.  There are two Police Teams, one for 24 hr response and the other for community
policing.  Crime in the area is very low and there is little dangerous crime but it can be difficult to
apprehend criminals.  All crime reports are checked by Inspector Potter and analysed for forensics,
witnesses etc. and then allocated to officers as appropriate.  Mid Sussex has a very good detection rate
at present.  Burglaries at dwellings are low with, on average 18 burglaries every three months.   One
criminal, recently apprehended being responsible for six of these crimes. Overall burglaries have fallen
dramatically with figures of 16,000 in 1995 compared to 4,000 in 2006.  It should be noted that when
travellers are in the area, this does not necessarily result in rising crime.  Mess can be a problem but most
are reasonable.  There is a  need for more traveller sites in the area.  Inspector Potter was thanked for his
attendance and then left the meeting.

Public Question Time

There were two members of the public present who commented on the application for Coombe Farm.

29 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Veaney and Mr Griffiths (WSCC), 

30 Declarations of Interest

Mrs Hirst declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the planning application for Coombe Farm as
an immediate neighbour to this property. There were no declarations of interest regarding any other
matters on the agenda.

31 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of previous meeting held on 9t  July (previously circulated) were taken as read and approvedh

and signed by the Chairman

32 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 15.3: War Memorial: The clerk was not aware as to whether any action had been taken to
contact a local contractor. 

Minute 21: Internal Audit: The Internal Auditor had yet to receive formal recognition of his work.  The
clerk would arrange this shortly.

33 Planning Matters 

TW/07/02207/FUL: Coombe Farmhouse, Bob Lane - Riding arena 

Mrs Hirst read out a letter of objection to this application and then left the room.  In the absence of the
Chairman it was resolved that Mr Vaughan take the Chair.  There were no objections to the application
but concerns had been raised by residents and it was agreed that the District Council be  requested to
impose the following planning conditions: No commercial use; Landscaping to include screening at
eastern end of arena; No floodlighting; Waste disposal to be correctly managed.  Mrs Hirst then returned
to the room.



TW/07/02229/FUL: Park House - New extension with swimming pool, new basement for gym & home
cinema, new bedrooms on first floor 

There were no objections to this application.  However it was requested that planning conditions were
imposed to ensure that all materials used, including windows should match the original Edwardian house.
Concerns were also raised that no garage building is included with this application.  Given the fact that
this was an extremely large extension it was recommended that a further condition be imposed restricting
any other building works in the future.

TW/07/02279/FUL: 3 Swedish Houses - Conservatory
No objections

HP/07/02461/FUL: Hickstead Showground - Telecommunications Mast 
No objections.  It was understood that the current mast at the Shell Garage would be removed.

It was noted that a Planning Workshop was to be held by the District Council on 3  October.rd

34 Annual review of the effectiveness of the internal audit

It was agreed that the clerk would send out this document in electronic format for consideration by
councillors to report back at the next Council meeting.

35 District Council Priorities for ‘Quality’ Parish Councils 

Following a meeting with the Chief Executive, a letter had been received from the Leader at MSDC
giving a list of issues raised by the Quality Parish Councils.  It was agreed that the priorities highlighted
in the letter should be supported by the Parish Council.

36 Highway Matters 

36.1 Partnership working with the County Council: The County Council had been in contact
regarding the possibility of extending to Twineham and Albourne the current Partnership
Agreement between Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint and Cuckfield Parish Councils subcontracting to
Burgess Hill Town Council for minor highway works.  The Clerk reported that this was working
very well in Cuckfield with a much improved service at no extra cost to local residents.  It was
agreed that this initiative would be fully supported by the Parish Council. 

36.2 Flooding and Highway Issues: Further information was awaited from Mr Boyce regarding
works needing attention in the Parish.  The very poor road conditions in Hickstead Lane during
the last event at the Hickstead Showground had been widely reported and it was understood that
action was to be taken by WSCC and Hickstead to address this issue.  Highway gullies remained
blocked and the verges were badly eroded.  

36.3 Implementation of the speed limit in Twineham Lane: The 40 mph speed limit had been
agreed and was now awaiting implementation.  It was understood that this process would take
several months.

36.4 Southern Water Works: It was noted that the northern section of Bolney Chapel Lane was to
be closed for three months to enable drainage works to take place at Garstons Farm.  

37 Parish Plan and Landscape Assessment Survey 

Mr Worsley had attended the recent Rural Issues Workshop which had looked at changes to the planning
system.  It was understood that more weight would be given in future to landscape character assessment,
affordable housing, S106 funding, etc. The Local Development Framework was currently in preparation
and would have to allow for approximately 14,000 new dwellings for the period until 2026, of which



sites for some 7,000 remained unallocated.  Parish Plans formed a part of this framework and a further
copy of the Twineham Parish Plan would be forwarded to the District Council.  Issues such as flooding
were important and information regarding this should be also be sent to the Council.  Mr Worsley agreed
to work on a Landscape Survey for the parish.

38 ‘Fit for the Future’ NHS Consultation

The proposals to downgrade the Princess Royal Hospital in Haywards Heath, moving emergency and
maternity treatment to Brighton, were of great concern to residents.  Dr Vaughan agreed to formulate a
response on behalf of the Parish Council.

39 WSCC Gypsy & Traveller Consultation

Mr Worsley agreed to look at this document and prepare a response for the Parish Council

40 Orders for Payment

Dijiset - Printing of Newsletters, etc £14.10
Mrs F Jones - Stationery £12.32

41 Any other Business

The Chairman reported that complaints had been received regarding the alleged commercial use at
Shepherds Barn. It was agreed to write to the Planning Authority accordingly.

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm


