
MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY PLANNING  MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 10  DECEMBER 2012 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Murphy, Dr Vaughan 
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk),

Public Question Time

There were some fifteen members of the public present who were objecting to the planning
application to remove the planning conditions relating to the 1989 planning permission for the Cattle
Market at Hickstead.

Mr Livett stated that there was no justification for this application.  The site was not included in the
MSDC Local Plan, it would remove some lovely pasture which was an important natural habitat and
the area was subject to flooding.  Mrs Morley stated that the site was at the highest point locally and
would be visible from many viewpoints. It was the wrong place for such development.  Mr Edell
voiced his concerns as to what the applicant really wanted to achieve.  The applicant should put in an
application stating their real intentions for the site.  Mr Nailard was very concerned about the
development in the A2300 corridor as this was a very important wildlife corridor and development in
this area would have a detrimental impact on the natural habitat.  Mr Veaney stated that permission
had only been granted for agricultural purposes and extremely onerous conditions had been imposed. 
The development had to be linked to agriculture and this had been based on the local farming needs
at that time with very minor retail use, directly linked to the Cattle Market.  Mr Blacoe queried the
need to remove the planning conditions and stated that a full application would remove any doubt as
to the applicants future intentions.  Mr Butt stated that he had only recently moved from Brighton to
this rural area and was dismayed at the prospect of further development, his move having been based
on the fact that the waste site had been dropped from the County’s Waste Plan. Mr Boyce stated that,
as a long-term resident familiar with the original application, the circumstances and needs of the
farmers at that time had been very different.  The conditions clearly stated that the site had to be
returned to a greenfield condition and this would have been clear on the deeds when the site was sold
on.  Mr Harrison was concerned that this could open the floodgates to further development and was
concerned about the possibility of the waste site being put back into the Plan.  This was thought to be
very unlikely as the Waste Plan would cover a 20 year period. 

30 Apologies for Absence were received from Mrs Veaney and Mr Worsley

31 Declarations of Interest: Mrs Hirst declared a personal interest in the application for Park
Farm Barns as a friend of the applicant. 

32 Planning Applications

12/03921/COND: Northlands Farm, Jobs Lane, Hickstead
Removal of planning conditions 15 and 21 of planning permission TW/009/89

Councillors agreed that there were strong objections to this application.  It was clear that the
applicant wanted to use the site for purposes other than a cattle market and this would have a
significant impact on the countryside.  A retail market would also have a detrimental impact on the
viability of the town centre in Burgess Hill, where large-scale development and regeneration is
already proposed.  There would also be a significant increase in traffic movements on an already
congested junction.  The original application had been based on agricultural need with many
conditions limiting the use of the site and the requirement to return the field to agriculture should the
market not be required.  The importance of retaining this as a rural area, particularly in view of the



expansion of Burgess Hill to the east, was stressed by members.  The clerk to respond to MSDC
accordingly.

12/03931/FUL: Park Farm Barns, Twineham Lane, Twineham
Dismantling & rebuilding of Sussex Barn in order to implement planning permission 11/03946/FUL 

It was noted that permission had already been granted to convert the barn to a dwelling but that
subsequent work had revealed that the existing underpinning was unsuitable and the barn would need
to be dismantled and re-built.  There were no objections to this application.

12/04031/FUL: Firsland Park Estate
Retention and extension of screening and noise attenuation bund

It was noted that permission had already been granted for the shredding operation.  It was assumed
that the spoil from the building works would be used to create the bund but that the bund, together
with associated planting, would help to screen the site from neighbouring properties.  There were no
objections to this application.

END


