
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 8th JULY 2013 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Dr Vaughan , Mr Worsley 
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mr Sutcliffe-Smith

14 Apologies for Absence were received from Mrs Murphy

15 Declarations of Interest: Mrs Hirst and Mr Worsley declared personal interests in the Rampion
Scheme.  There were no other declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda.

16 Public Question Time:

16.1 Mayfield Development: Mr Watts-Williams spoke regarding the proposals put forward by the
Mayfield consortium regarding the a new town of 10,000 houses that would be sited between Albourne
and Henfield.  The Chairman stated that a joint meeting had been arranged with parish councils affected
by the development for the following Monday.  Mr Watts-Williams had been in contact with CPRE and
had looked into the background of those involved.  This was a serious proposal with serious backers. 
100 leaflets had been distributed and an action group had been formed.  A planning consultant had been
engaged and a meeting arranged with Nicholas Soames, MP.  It was noted that neither Mid Sussex nor
Horsham District Council supported the proposals but it highlighted the need to keep up the pressure and
to be aware of what was happening.  This was a very long term option but it was important that the Local
Plans were adopted as soon as possible as this would prevent any such development in the short to
medium term.

16.2 Rampion: Nicky Hanley raised residents concerns regarding the ‘Statement of Common Ground’
that Eon were proposing should be agreed with the Parish Council.  The Public Inquiry would shortly
be underway with the first public meeting being held in September.  The residents felt that Eon were
trying to push the Parish Council in order to suit themselves and this was not necessarily in the best
interests of the neighbours.  There were still several issues that were not agreed and there was uncertainty
as to the legal status of the document at the Inquiry.

17 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th May 2013 having been previously circulated, were
taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

18 Neighbourhood Plan

As a member of the Neighbourhood Plan Group, Mr Sutcliffe-Smith updated councillors as to progress. 
Following a meeting of the Plan Group, it had been agreed to move forward and make an application for
funding.  The application had been unsuccessful but the Plan would be supported by Planning Aid with
whom a meeting had now been held, On their recommendation, the application for funding would be re-
submitted.  Mr Sutcliffe-Smith and the clerk had attended a useful meeting at the District Council and
had met and spoken with possible planners. Professional help would be needed to ensure that robust
policies that aligned with MSDC were agreed.  The process would involve a great deal of work and
would involve both a housing needs survey and a call for sites. The latter would entail a careful study
of all sites submitted and ensure that any development in the future was carefully controlled.  After
further discussion, it was unanimously agreed to proceed with the Plan and to allocate £500 from reserves
if needed.  It was recognised that if no funding was forthcoming from other sources, it would not be
possible to proceed with the Plan.  The need to gain local support for the Plan would be paramount to
its success.  An open day would be arranged for 28th September.
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19 Rampion

The Chairman and Clerk had had a meeting with Eon last month to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground.  A local Liaison Group would be set up with residents and representatives from Twineham,
Bolney and Cowfold Parish Councils.  It was agreed that the Parish Council must be comfortable with
the Statement and that any issues that were not agreed should be moved to the “yet to be agreed” section
of the document.  Concerns were raised that several of the documents listed in the Statement have yet
to be made available.  It was also agreed to contact the Legal Officer at MSDC regarding the legal status
of the document.  It was agreed that Mrs Hanley would go through the document and give suggestions
as to what could/could not be agreed.  This would then be circulated to members for comment.  The
deadline for the Statement to be delivered was 8th August.

20 Matters Arising From the Minutes

Minute 26/12: Cash Machine at Hickstead: A further letter had been sent to the Shell Garage but no
response received to date.

Minute 28/12: Fishing Lake: The clerk had contacted the Fishing Club who were happy to arrange a
site visit for members on a Saturday morning.  The clerk would contact the Club and let members know
what date had been arranged.

21 Planning

TW/13/02061/LDC:  The Groom's Flat , Michaelmas Barn, Bolney Chapel Road
Use of outbuilding as a separate residential dwelling. 
As this was an application to establish whether the development was lawful and the planning merits of
the existing use cannot be taken into account, the Parish Council made no comment. 

Other Planning Matters: The Chairman reported that the works at Twineham Grange Farm had been 
very noisy.  Planning permission for a gate at Coombe Farm had been granted and WSCC were looking
into the drainage for this new highway access.

22 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by Council:

SALC - Conference & Training (Mrs Hirst & Mr Worsley) £120.00
WSCC - Payroll Administration £7.02
GACC - Subscription £10.00
Mrs J Veaney - British Legion Wreath £30.00
Mrs F Jones - Reimbursement of Internal Audit expenditure for Mr Rose £28.97

23 Highways

The Chairman and Clerk had attended a meeting with the Highways Office regarding the Winter
Maintenance Plan.  After discussion, it was agreed that Mr Worsley would store a bulk bag of salt and
would arrange for its for use when needed.  It was noted that the water leaks in Bolney Chapel Road were
ongoing, despite repairs having been undertaken by South East Water.  It was also noted that the
causeway in Wineham Lane had now been re-opened.
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24 Newsletter

It was agreed that a newsletter should be distributed as soon as possible.  This would include the
Chairman’s Report, an update on the Neighbourhood Plan, Rampion and the Mayfield development.

25 Any Other Business

Mr Worsley had attended the SALC conference when the Local Government Minister, Nick Boles, MP,
had given an address.  Although his speech was encouraging with regards to the preparation of
Neighbourhood Plans, there was a continuing emphasis on development.  Other topics had included the 
importance for the parish to have a list of community assets .  This would be included in the
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Mrs Hirst reported that there were grants available for the refurbishment of War Memorials.  The clerk
would look into this further.
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