
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 8   MAY 2008 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Vaughan, Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

1 Election of Chairman

Mrs Murphy  proposed, Mr Vaughan seconded and it was resolved that Mrs Hirst be elected as Chairman
of the Parish Council.

2 Apologies for Absence were received and accepted from Mr Griffiths and Mrs Seward

3 Declarations of Interest

Mrs Hirst and Mr Worsley declared a personal interest in the application at Twineham Grange Farm .
There were no declarations of interest regarding any other matters on the agenda.

4 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 12   March 2008 having been previously circulated, wereth

taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

5 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 07/73: Litterpick

This had taken place at the end of March.  The posters painted by the school children were now ready
for display and it was agreed that the clerk would co-ordinate a press release with the school and the
erection of the posters with Mr Worsley.  It was agreed to write to the Manager of the Burger King at
Hickstead to express the Parish Council’s dismay over the large amount of litter at this site.

6 Report from the County Council

The Chairman read a report from Mr Griffiths regarding County Council matters. It was noted with
satisfaction that the A&E services were to be retained at Haywards Heath.  Highway matters, the
environment and Twineham School were also mentioned in the report.

7 Planning Policy 

There was a discussion regarding procedures for handling contentious planning issues.  Also, whether
there should be guidelines for responses to ensure a consistent approach or if, given the size of the parish
and the nature of the applications, each planning matter should be treated as an individual issue.  It was
agreed that the clerk would draft a report for comment by members for discussion at the next meeting.

8 Planning Matters

8.1 08/01300/FUL: Sunny Acres, London Road, Hickstead
First floor extension to convert part of existing bungalow to house
No objections



08/00913/FUL: Twineham Grange Farm
Renewal of permission TW/10/99 for extension to cheese store

The Parish Council objected to this application.  The building was an overdevelopment in the countryside
and unrelated to the needs of agriculture as a very limited amount of cheese was being produced on site.
The Parish Council was extremely concerned that the information submitted with the application was
inaccurate and misleading.  The understanding of the Parish Council was that the company was in
liquidation and had ceased trading.  A portion of the buildings were leased to Mr Bookham who was
producing a small quantity of cheese but again, the understanding was that Mr Bookham had been given
notice to quit by Twineham Grange Farms.  The letter sent by the agents in support of the application was
a copy of the letter sent with the original application in 1999, circumstances were now very different. The
Highways Authority had based its response on this original information which was now completely out
of date.  No cheese was now stored on site or transported to Italy.  The buildings do not form part of a
working farm and there was no justification on agricultural grounds for any extension to these very large
buildings.

There were concerns that if planning permission was granted, the buildings would be used, not for the
manufacture of locally sourced cheese and therefore of benefit to the local economy, but as a cheese
storage and distribution centre that would include numerous hgvs travelling along a very narrow country
lane. There were also concerns that the large amount of waste that had accumulated on the site had not
been removed as specified in the original planning consent.  Should planning permission be granted,
strict planning conditions would need to be imposed to ensure that a) the buildings are either given
wooden cladding or painted in a dark colour, b) a strict limit on hgv movements, c) strict controls on
hours of operation (no Sunday or Saturday pm working)and d) strict controls on plant/refrigeration noise.

8.2 Other Planning Matters

Mercers: The Parish Council had objected to the application for a Change of Use of the barn for civil
weddings.  Information had come to light showing that the owner was also planning to hold wedding
receptions at the venue and neighbours were most concerned about this activity.  The decision was now
awaited from MSDC.

Hillmans Farm Appeal: Following the inquiry, which had been attended by several parish councillors
and members of the public, the appeal had been dismissed by the Inspector.  However, the appeal in
respect of the Enforcement Action was awaited.  It was agreed that a watching brief be kept on activities
at this site.

9 Highway Matters

9.1 Hickstead Showground:  A meeting had been held with the Highways Manager and Hickstead
Showground.  The Showground had agreed to install a wheel washer in the top field to ensure
that the horseboxes were cleaned before accessing the Lane in order to prevent the dangerous
amount of mud being deposited on the highway as had happened last year.

9.2 Hickstead Lane: WSCC had agreed that the Lane would be resurfaced and, given the very poor
condition of the surface, it was hoped that this would be moved forward in the programme.
However, before the road was resurfaced, work to the drainage would need to be undertaken.
The clerk would report, yet again, the dangerous potholes along the Lane.  These were now being
repaired at regular intervals but soon became loose following any significant rainfall.

9.3 Drainage Survey:   WSCC had recently undertaken a survey of the highway drainage in
Hickstead and Twineham Lanes.  The information from the survey was not yet available but it
was understood that this would provide a clear picture of the highway drainage system.  



9.4 Bob Lane: WSCC had written to landowners adjacent to the Lane where work was required to
their ditches.  The drainage issues would need to be addressed before this section of the lane was
re-surfaced.

9.5 Speed Limit: It was noted that the 40 mph speed limit from Twineham Place Farm to north of
Hillmans Farm along Twineham Lane and Bolney Chapel Road was now in force.

10 Financial Matters

10.1 Appointment of Internal Auditor: It was unanimously agreed to re-appoint Mr Rose as Internal
Auditor to the Parish Council.

10.2 Draft Accounts for the year ended 31  March 2008: These had been circulated by the clerkst

and were approved for audit by the Council.

10.3 Orders for payments: The following accounts were approved for payment:

Allianz Insurance £325.13
Hookers Farm - Works to Footbridge £265.35
SALC - Subscription £71.50

11 Newsletter

The next edition of the newsletter would be produced by Mrs Hirst.  A discussion followed regarding
changing the format of the newsletter and it was agreed to look at newsletters produced by other parishes
in the area.  It was agreed that a village picnic would be organised on 20  July but, if attendance wasth

poor, this would not be held in the future.

12 Any Other Business

12.1 Southern Water Survey: Mr Worsley agreed to complete the questionnaire on behalf of the
Parish Council.

12.2 Temporary Event Notices: Mrs Murphy informed members as to the implications for local
residents in connection with the above, particularly if public events were being held at residential
premises.

12.3 County Local Committees: Mrs Hirst had attended a recent meeting in Burgess Hill.
Discussions had been held with regard to partnership highway working with Burgess Hill Town
Council and WSCC.  It was also noted that the CLC had significant funds at its disposal for
parish projects.

12.4 War Memorial: The grass area was in need of attention, Mrs Veaney agreed to contact a local
jobbing gardener about this work. 

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.

Signed ____________________________________________-


