
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 9  JULY 2012 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley, Dr Vaughan 
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

16 Declarations of Interest: Mr Worsley declared a pecuniary interest in the Rampion consultation
and the Waste Site consultation at Goddards Green as landowner of both sites.  Mrs Hirst declared a
personal interest in the Rampion consultation as a near neighbour to the proposed sub-station.

17 Public Question Time: There were three members of the public present in connection with the
Rampion sub-station and access in Bob Lane.  It was noted that Rampion remained undecided as to which
site and access would be used.  Mrs Hirst highlighted the requirements for the substation contained
within the Rampion consultation document including issues with landscaping, highways and traffic.
Residents considered that this document contradicted what was said at the previous meetings with
Rampion and the impact would be much more severe than originally thought.  It was understood that this
was a national project that, in all probability, would go ahead and that the community should press
Rampion for the best option which for local residents would be using  the access off of Wineham Lane
which was far more suitable than Bob Lane.  Unfortunately, the site immediately to the north of the
existing substation was not available as the National Grid required this for use in future years.

18 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 14   May 2012 having been previously circulated, wereth

taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

19 Rampion Consultation

Mr Worsley left the room during consideration of this matter.  Mrs Hirst stated that significant work
would be required if the Bob Lane access to the proposed substation was used; this clearly indicated that
Bob Lane was quite unsuitable for the large numbers of very heavy goods vehicles proposed in the
consultation. Substantial work would be required to upgrade Bob Lane to make it suitable for hgvs and
this would result in a serious loss of habitat.  The access off of Wineham Lane would be a much better
option as this highway had already been upgraded for the use by the National Grid.  The preferred
location for the sub-station was the northern site as this would have less impact on local residents.  It was
noted that in addition to the dwellings listed in the document, both Woodpeckers and Downsview in Bob
Lane would also be impacted by the works.  Also noted was the fact that otters were now to be found in
the Adur at Twineham.  It was appreciated that there would be difficulties for residents during the
construction and Rampion would need to ensure that disruption was kept to an acceptable level (not
working 7 am - 7 pm seven days a week as set out in the document!).  Following completion of the
construction work, a full mitigation programme would be required in order to restore the hedgerows, etc.
However, there was also the long-term impact of the sub-station, including noise levels and traffic
movements that would need to be addressed.  Community compensation would need to be looked into
and advice sought on this issue.  It was agreed that the clerk would prepare a draft response and this
would be circulated for comment by members.  Mr Worsley then rejoined the meeting.

20 Planning Matters

12/01933/FUL:  Wickhams, Wineham Lane: Erection of PV panels and log shelter
No objections.
Appeal at Sunny Acre, Hickstead: It was noted that the appeal for the extension was dismissed by the
Inspector.



21 Highway Matters

21.1 Bob Lane: It was noted that the deep pothole on the corner past Coombe Farmhouse had been
repaired only to re-open during the recent rains. 
21.2 Wineham Lane: the railings on the northern bridge were damaged and were in need of repair.
21.3 Twineham Lane: Following the re-surfacing, there had been complaints that the potholes had
not been repaired prior to the recent re-surfacing.  An email had been received from WSCC stating that
it was not policy to fill in the sides of the highway but some of these ruts were very deep.  WSCC had
requested that photographs of the highway be sent to them.  The clerk to report these matters to WSCC.
21.4 Bolney Chapel Lane: It was thought that there was a water leak at the bottom end of the lane
nearer to the War Memorial. A dry spell would be required before this could be reported.
21.5 Hickstead Lane: The water leak had now been repaired.

22 Code of Conduct 

The proposed new Code of Conduct from Mid Sussex District Council had been circulated by the Clerk.
It was unanimously resolved that the Code be adopted by the Council.  Councillors to complete their
Registers of Interest within 28 days of adoption and forward these to the clerk for publication on the
website.

23 Waste Site Consultation at Goddards Green

Mr Worsley left the room during consideration of this matter.  It was confirmed that the site at Hickstead
had been withdrawn however the site at Goddards Green was still included in the consultation. Concerns
regarding traffic and the capacity of the roundabouts at the A23 junction were highlighted.  There was
also considerable concern regarding the lack of information over the nature of the business that would
be carried out at the site as this would be dependent on the operator.  The clerk to respond accordingly.
Mr Worsley then rejoined the meeting.
 
24 Neighbourhood Plan

Mr Worsley reported that Neighbourhood Plans were currently in a difficult position as the South East
Plan had yet to be revoked and the new District Plan had not been adopted.  Following the recent decision
at  Dawlish, it seemed that Neighbourhood Plans would not be approved by an Inspector until the District
Plan housing numbers had been agreed.  However, work on the Twineham Plan was progressing.  The
area for the plan (the parish) had been formally submitted to MSDC and the Scoping Report had been
sent to the Environment Agency, Natural England and English Heritage with responses currently awaited.
Despite the difficulties, it was important that Twineham remained engaged in the process.  Further
consultation with neighbouring councils and the public would be necessary and this would take place in
the autumn.  Councillors thanked Jozek Fiedusiuk and Barry Livett for their help with preparing the plan.

25 Orders for payment 

The Diamond Jubilee Big Lunch Party and the Beacon had been a great success and enjoyed by many
residents.  A profit had been made from raffle and it was agreed that a cheque for £150 be given to the
Church Bells Fund - details for the payment to be checked with the PCC Treasurer.  
The following payments were also agreed:

Dijiset - Newsletter £37.00
Mrs J Veaney - Expenses for Jubilee Lunch £40.46

END


