
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 9  JULY 2008 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Vaughan, Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs Seward (MSDC), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

13 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Mr Worsley expressed his concern that the previous meeting had commenced at a time earlier
than that published on the agenda resulting in two members not being present at the start of the
meeting when a vote was required.  The Chairman apologised stating that this was due to the
Annual Parish Meeting finishing far earlier than expected.  The minutes of the previous meeting held
on 8  May 2008 having been previously circulated, were taken as read and approved and signed by theth

Chairman. 

14 Report from District Councillor

Mrs Seward apologised for her lack of attendance at recent Parish Council meetings, this was due to a
frequent clash of meetings at MSDC.  Mrs Seward reported that there was now a new district-wide
planning committee for large applications that fell outside the local plan.  Good planning results had been
achieved in Twineham.  After further general discussion, Mrs Seward was thanked for her help and then
left the meeting.

15 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 07/93 Litter: The clerk to write to Burger King regarding the litter problem

Minute 12.4: War Memorial: Mrs Veaney reported that this was now being maintained by a local
resident.  The use of commercial contractors would be investigated.

16 Highway Matters

16.1 Potholes:  The clerk was asked to report a pothole outside The Old Farmhouse in Twineham
Lane.  The clerk requested that councillors email details of potholes needing attention as and
when they arose.

16.2 Fingerposts: A quotation had been received for a new fingerpost on the grass triangle by the
War Memorial.  Work was also still needed to the grass verge and it was agreed estimates for
this work be obtained. It was agreed that an application be made to the CLC for a grant towards
the fingerpost and  the reinstatement of the grass verge.

16.3 A23 Slip Road at Hickstead: A copy of a letter from the Highways Agency sent to Flotronics
had been received by the clerk.  This detailed various improvement works along the sliproad. 

16.4 Drainage: No information had been received from WSCC regarding the drainage survey
undertaken earlier.  The ditches in Bob Lane still needed to be cleared and the clerk was asked
to forward Mr Worsley’s contact details to WSCC for possible action.  However, some re-
surfacing work had been undertaken in both Bob Lane and Hickstead Lane; this was a significant
improvement.  WSCC to be thanked for undertaking these works.   
Mr Griffiths arrived at this point of the meeting.

17 Report from County Councillor



Mr Griffiths was updated on the drainage situation and stated that he would follow this matter up with
the Highways Office.  Due to the damage to the local roads caused by the sewage works at Bolney, the
contractors were to undertake various resurfacing works including Bolney Chapel Lane and Hickstead
Lane.  There was a brief discussion of the new 40 mph speed limit.  It was generally considered that the
gateway signs did improve drivers’ awareness of the approaching housing.  It was noted that the white
lines by the War Memorial were due to be repainted, the clerk to follow up this matter with WSCC.  Mr
Griffiths stated that Bolney was undertaking a survey of their way markers, this could be a useful
exercise for Twineham and help to inform the replacement programme.  With regard to health services,
Mr Griffiths reported that the PCT decisions were to be re-confirmed with regard to the A&E services
at the Princess Royal.  The decision on the consultant led maternity services was still awaited and
dependent on figures.  Mr Griffiths also reported that he would shortly be appointed as Cabinet Member
for Schools.  Mr Griffiths was thanked for his attendance and then left the meeting.

18 Planning Matters

There were no planning applications for consideration.  The clerk reported that the following decisions
had been received from MSDC: 08/00222/FUL: Land between Rendena & Leacroft - Permission;
08/01025/COU: Mercers, Wineham Lane - Refused; 08/00913/FUL: Twineham Grange Farm - Refused;
08/01300/FUL: Sunny Acres, Hickstead - Permission; 08/01239/FUL: Gatehouse, Wineham Lane -
Permission; 08/01510/FUL: Lanzerac. Hickstead Lane - Permission.

Concerns were expressed by members regarding the accuracy of neighbour notification and queried the
accuracy of the database held by MSDC.  It was agreed to contact the Planning Office with these
concerns and to suggest that if the Planning Officer is in doubt, he/she should contact the clerk.

A letter had been received from Mr Ross objecting to a planning application for Lanehurst Stables for
the change of use of agricultural land to residential curtilage.  It was agreed to support 
these objections as the application was contrary to the local plan and represented creeping urbanisation
of the countryside.

Mrs Murphy raised the matter of the current business being undertaken at Twineham Place Farm.  It was
agreed that this matter be placed on the agenda of the next Council Meeting.

19 Approval of the Accounts and Annual Return

The accounts, previously circulated, had now been subject to the internal audit.  The accounts  were
unanimously approved by the Council and the annual return and statement of assurance signed by the
Chairman and Clerk.  It was agreed that customary gift be made to thank Mr Rose for his work on the
audit.  The Clerk was also thanked for her work on this.  It was noted that the current reserves were
unchanged and members considered them adequate for purpose.

20 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by the Council:

Dijiset:  Newsletter costs £26.54
SALC:   Accounts & Audit Procedures £20.00
Mrs F M T Jones: Postage £54.00

21 MSDC Sustainable Communities Strategy & Rural Issues Paper



These consultation papers had been received from the District Council.  It was considered that the
former document probably met the guidelines but was very bland.  With regard to the Rural Issues paper,
it was noted that Twineham did not fall within the criteria for sustainable development and no building
was projected for the Parish.  The clerk would draft a response for circulation to members.

22 Planning Policy Statement

The clerk had previously circulated a short planning policy statement for consideration by members.  It
was unanimously agreed that, with some minor amendments, the policy be adopted by the Council.

23 Parish Council Newsletter

The pre-printed mastheads for the newsletter would be exhausted after the next edition so there was an
opportunity to change the format.  Prices for a pre-printed four-colour masthead would be obtained and
this together with prices for other formats would be circulated to members for consideration at the next
meeting.

24 Any Other Business

24.1 Oil Syndicate: It was understood that significant savings on fuel costs could be obtained if a
syndicate was formed in the Parish.  Mrs Veaney agreed to make further enquiries.

24.2 Twineham Grange Farm: Mrs Hirst reported her concerns that the gates at the now empty farm
buildings were unlocked and needed to be secured.  Mr Worsley agreed to look into this matter.

The meeting closed at 10 pm. 


