
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 10  SEPTEMBER 2008 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

1 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Mr Vaughan and Mrs Seward

2 Declarations of Interest

Mr Worsley declared a prejudicial interest in Item 9 of the Agenda regarding Twineham Place Farm as
a member of the owner’s family and Mrs Veaney declared a personal interest as a near neighbour.

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th July 2008 having been previously circulated, were taken
as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

4 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 12.4: War Memorial: It was agreed that payment be made to the current contractor and
arrangements would be made with an alternative contractor for next year.

5 Report from the County Councillor 

Mr Griffiths reported that the WSCC Highways were currently promoting the rural footpaths, Bolney
Parish was very active in this area.  It was suggested that contact be made with the CLC with regard to
a grant for the work to the fingerposts and verge.  With regards to future of maternity services this had
now been referred to the Secretary of State.  It was considered that a strong case had been made for the
retention of local services.  Mr Griffiths also stated that he was looking forward to his new role as
Cabinet Member for Education and Schools

With regard to local matters, Mr Griffiths had been advised that following the site meeting attended by
the Clerk, Mr Boyce and Mr Blacoe, drainage works had been proposed to prevent the flooding along
Twineham Lane that had resulted in the closure of Twineham School on two occasions last year.
However, these works had now been priced and would cost in the region of £20,000.  It was important
that this matter was included in the 2009-2010 programme of highway works and the Parish Council was
advised to attend the CLC meeting to be held on 16  October.  There was also a possibility that Hicksteadth

Lane could be considered as part of the Green Lane network.  The Parish Council would now await
further information regarding this scheme.   Mr Griffiths then left the meeting.

6 Policing Matters in Twineham 

Mrs Veaney advised that there had been a spate of vandalism involving wheelie bins.   Any problems
could be reported to the CPSO, Sharon Botting.  The Clerk had received advice regarding the new
Neighbourhood Watch system and it was hoped a volunteer would be found to act as co-ordinator.

7 Highway Matters in Twineham 

As reported above, a site  meeting had been held with WSCC Highways and proposals put forward to



improve the drainage along Twineham Lane/Church Lane and it was agreed to send representatives to
the CLC meeting in October in order to underline the importance of this issue.  It was understood that
the white lines were shortly to be repainted by the War Memorial.  It was agreed that a grant for £750
be made to the CLC for the repair of the fingerposts at the War Memorial and at Bob Lane and
reinstatement of the grass verge.  Mr Worsley was in discussion with the other landowners in Bob Lane
re the clearance of the ditches.

8 Planning Matters

8.1 Lanehurst Stables: A letter had been received from the owner regarding the parish council’s
objections to the application for the change of use.  It was agreed to respond to the owner stating
that it was common practice for parish councils to comment on neighbouring application and that
concerns regarding the development at this property had arisen in the past.

8.2 Hillmans Farm: The Appeal against the Enforcement Action at Hillmans Farm would take
place on 30  September.  The Parish Council would attend the Appeal.  Concern was expressedth

as the Parish Council had not been informed of the Appeal, however, the paperwork had now
been received and would be considered by members before the hearing.

8.3 Twineham Place Farm: Mr Worsley made a statement regarding the issues that could arise if
a B1 use was granted at the Farm and other businesses used the site.  Mr Worsley then left the
meeting.  It was considered that the information provided by Mr Robert Worsley had been very
helpful in giving an understanding of the business currently in operation at the Farm.  After
discussion it was agreed that no action would be taken by the Parish Council at present but the
situation would be monitored and revisited should any problems arise.  Mr Worsley then rejoined
the meeting.

9 Quality Parish Council Re-accreditation 

The clerk reported that there were new criteria in respect of the Quality Council Scheme.  These included
the promotion of local democracy, terms and conditions of employment and training for staff and
members.  These were noted for future action.

10 Newsletter

The clerk had obtained prices for different formats for the newsletters.  After discussion, it was agreed
to have a different layout that would include a black & white photograph using a new pre-printed
letterhead at a cost of £15.00 per issue.  A 4-colour front page would cost £37.00 per issue and it was
agreed that this was too great an expenditure. The next edition would include information on the
highways, school, oil club, etc.  A village social would be arranged for the New Year.

11 Any Other Business

The Chairman reported that she had attended a meeting with WSCC, MSDC  and the MP regarding the
Sustainable Communities Strategy.  One issue that had been raised was the threat of the closure of
dispensaries at rural surgeries.  This would give rise to significant problems for many people, particularly
the elderly.  

Mrs Veaney reported that extensive refurbishment works were shortly to commence at No 4 Swedish
Houses.

The meeting closed at 10.30 pm


