
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 11  MARCH 2009 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Worsley, Mr Vaughan, Mrs Murphy

In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

 

62 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest regarding any items on the agenda.

63 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of previous meeting held on 14  January having been previously circulated were taken as readth

and approved and signed by the Chairman.

64 Matters Arising from the Minutes

A formal vote of thanks was recorded to Mr Vaughan for his excellent repairs to the noticeboard and to Mr

Worsley for the removal of the tree that had blocked Bob Lane.

65 Highway Matters

A meeting had been held in Twineham with Mr Tipper on 22  January when various highway matters hadnd

been discussed:

65.1 Bob Lane: Mr Tipper had expressed his concern with the state of the ditches on land belonging

to Twineham Grange.  It was the responsibility of the landowner to keep ditches clear and a

landowner had no right to discharge water onto a highway.  Mr Tipper had agreed to meet with the

landowner but it was not clear whether any action had been taken.  Various ditches had

‘disappeared’ over the years and might need to be re-instated. Mr Worsley agreed to look into this

matter to see whether any practical action could be taken to improve the situation.

65.2 Twineham Lane: At the site visit some remedial action had been taken to clear the blocked drain

and this had temporarily improved the flooding.  However, no action had been taken by BT to

move the cable that lay across the highway culverts.  This matter would be followed up by the

clerk.

65.3 Church Lane: The drainage works at the end of Church Lane/Twineham Lane would be

undertaken in the new financial year.

65.4 Hickstead Lane: The state of the lane was deplorable.  The lane was covered with potholes and

a notice had been erected by WSCC warning of the uneven surface.  Temporary repairs were

required as a matter of urgency.  The lane was now in the Forward Highway Programme for major

works during 2011-2012.  It was agreed that consideration would need to be given to the type of

improvements wanted and whether the emphasis should be on a quiet, rural lane or a quick through

route.  Mrs Veaney agreed to look into this matter further to enable the Council to consider the

options available.  It was noted that Hickstead Lane was currently designated as a cycle route but

members considered that, in its present state, it was most unsuitable for this purpose. 

65.5 Bolney Chapel Lane: Following the works by Garstons Farm, the carriageway now narrowed

dangerously.  It was understood that this had been noted by the Highways Dept and would be

addressed by the contractors.

65.6 Wineham Lane: The repairs had been carried out to the causeway but there was now a pothole on

the south side of the bridge.  There was also a water leak to the south of the manhole cover.  The

clerk stated that there was now a good reporting facility on the West Sussex County Council

website that enabled the public to report such faults direct.  It was agreed that this information be

circulated to members and details would also be given in the next newsletter.

65.7 Fingerposts: The new County Council policy was still awaited.  This was required before action

could be taken to repair the posts.

66 Planning

It was noted that planning permission had been granted for an extension to The Gatehouse in Hickstead

Lane.  No further applications had been received for consideration.



67 Orders for Payment

The following payments were agreed by the Council:

NALC (Return of Quality Portfolio) £6.50

Clerk’s Salary 2008 - 2009 £850.00

68 War Memorial

The contractor currently responsible for the churchyard had agreed to maintain the grassed area at the War

Memorial and also to cut the grass on the triangle.  It was agreed that the churchyard was now well

maintained and that this was an excellent solution to this issue.  

69 Recreational Facilities in Twineham

The District Council was currently undertaking a review of their leisure strategy.  A consultant had

contacted the clerk regarding the level of facilities provided in Twineham.  Following previous consultation,

residents had been of the opinion that the very limited facilities were adequate for the community and a

response reflecting this had been made to the consultant.  It was hoped that the school playground would

again become available for use by local families.

70 River Basin Consultation

The Environment Agency was currently consulting on the South East River Basin.  It was agreed that large-

scale development in Burgess Hill, let alone a new settlement at Hickstead, would all have a significant

impact on the parish and increase the risk of flooding.  There were also concerns over pollution arising from

the sewerage treatment plant at Goddards Green. A response to this consultation would be made to reflect

this concern.

71 Newsletter

The next newsletter would be edited by Mrs Veaney.  This would include information on Over 60's bus

passes, an update on highways, information regarding the reporting of potholes and water leaks and a brief

obituary of Horace Packham.

72 Any Other Business

The following items were noted:

Mr Worsley had attended the Rural Forum organised by AIRS.  This had focussed on rural business,

sustainable energy production and grants for small rural businesses.  The next forum would look at rural

housing.

The Chairman and Mr Worsley had attended a meeting in Hurstpierpoint when housing had been discussed.

Although there would not be more housing in Twineham, this would impact on the local infrastructure.  The

Chairman had also attended a Joint Parishes Meeting and a lunch at County Hall. It was noted that

Twineham School had recently undergone an Ofsted inspection and had received a “Good with outstanding

features” report. 

Forthcoming meetings included the Strategic Housing Meeting on Thursday 26 March, commencing at 7.00

pm in the MSDC Council Chamber.  Mrs Hirst and either Mr Worsley or Mrs Veaney would attend.  Mrs

Murphy and the Clerk would attend the MSALC Conference on Thursday, 2nd April at Clair Hall,

Haywards Heath starting at 9.00 a.m.  Mrs Hirst agreed to attend the meeting regarding  the District

Council’s Core Strategy on 20  April at 4 pm in the MSDC Council Chamber.th

It was noted that the oil syndicate was working well with a number of residents taking advantage of the bulk

buying.  Mrs Murphy agreed to continue as the main contact point for this scheme.

The meeting closed at 10 pm.


