
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 12  JANUARY 2011 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Worsley & Dr Vaughan
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

53 Public Question Time

Mrs Knight and Mr Copper raised concerns regarding the application for a poultry rearing shed at
Hickstead.  In particular, attention was drawn to the need to ensure that the proposals had been approved
by DEFRA to ensure that all regulations with regard to pest control and hygiene had been met.  In
addition no provision had been made for the disposal of effluent and it was understood that there was no
fresh water on site.

54 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest regarding any item on the agenda

55 Apologies for Absence

 Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Murphy.

56 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of previous meeting held on 10  November (previously circulated) were approved by theth

Council.

57 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 52.3 War Memorial: The clerk had received a quotation from the stonemasons of £435 to
refurbish the War Memorial.  A discussion followed regarding the need for this work but it was agreed
that this work should be put in hand as a matter of respect for the fallen. A grant for environmental
improvements for £200 was currently available from MSDC but the work would need to be completed
before the end of the financial year.  It was suggested that funding might be available from the Lord
Lieutenant’s Fund or the War Memorial Trust.  The clerk would make further enquiries.  

58 Report from the County Councillor

Mr Griffiths gave his apologies for his low attendance at meetings over the past year, this had been due
to illness and a heavy work load.  In future, a written report would be sent to the clerk prior to a meeting.
The Parish Council thanked Mr Griffiths for the work that had been undertaken by the Highways
Department to Hickstead Lane.  The road surface was now in a good condition and the flooding much
improved.  Mr Griffiths raised the issue of the footpath going through the school grounds.  The Parish
Council was not in favour of this being diverted and would prefer to see the existing path retained.  Mr
Griffiths reported that the County Council was having to make cuts of £75 million and this had resulted
in staff losses but it was hoped that this would not have too great an impact on frontline services and
would make for a more effective operation.  It was noted that all schools, including Primary, would be
required to become ‘Academy’ schools.  It was expected that Secondary Schools would achieve this
status within three years but it would be a longer process for the small primary schools where it was
expected that some form of federation would be required.  Mr Griffiths reported that the issue of
broadband was being pursued and it was anticipated that faster speeds would be achieved within the next
2/3 years.  Mr Griffiths was thanked for his attendance and then left the meeting.



59 Planning Matters

10/03872/FUL - Greenfield Farm, London Road, Hickstead - Construction of a poultry rearing shed.

In addition to the comments made by the public, an email had been received from a neighbour objecting
to this application. After discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council should object to this
application on the grounds that the building was overlarge for the use specified in the application and
the agricultural need for a building of this size had not been proven.  DEFRA approval of the scheme
should be required.  The agricultural building was also sited too close to the neighbouring residential
property in contravention of the planning regulations.  The Parish Council was concerned that no
facilities had been provided for the foul effluent in a nitrate vulnerable zone.  There was a requirement
to ensure that foul effluent was properly disposed of to prevent contamination of the water course.  In
addition, there was no provision for fresh water on site.  

Grovelands Farm: Dr Vaughan reported that following the demolition of the old cottage and the
construction of the large new stable block, a great deal of earth had been piled up around a very large oak
tree.  If the soil was not removed, this would result in the loss of this tree.  The clerk to report this to the
District Council. 

60 Rampion Wind Farm

Mr Worsley reported that he had attended several meetings with EON and agreement had been reached
on the outline proposals for the buried cable that would run from Shoreham to the Bolney Sub-Station.
The exact route was not yet known but would impact on both Twineham Place Farm and Twineham
Grange.  If agreement had not been reached, this would be subject to compulsory purchase orders.  It was
anticipated that work would start in 2012. 

61 Highway Matters

61.1 Bob Lane: The road surface was now in a very poor condition with a number of potholes
61.2 Winter Maintenance: Mr Worsley was considering the purchase of a snow plough attachment

and it was agreed that this would be a useful facility to have  in the community.  Mrs Knight also
stated their willingness to help clear the lanes in an emergency.  In general it was considered that
local  communications had worked well during the heavy snow and enabled residents without
4-wheel drive vehicles to organise shopping trips, etc.

61.3 Bus Shelter: The broken pane of glass had been repaired but the clerk had received a report that
another pane had now been broken.  Mrs Veaney agreed to investigate.

61.4 Flooding Survey: Mrs Veaney would assist the clerk to complete this survey.

62 Local Policing and the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

The Chairman and Clerk had attended a Local Police Panel meeting at Twineham School the previous
Saturday.  It was agreed that the weekly reports from the Police were much appreciated and gave a clear
indication of any problems.  The Farmwatch Scheme was also very informative.  The Council would
continue to promote the informal Neighbourhood Watch email scheme.

63 Orders for Payment

The following orders for payment were approved by the Council:

Bus Shelters Ltd - repairs to the bus shelter £343.10
Dijiset - newsletter £17.60



64 Broadband Provision in the Parish

In the last newsletter residents had been asked to contact Roger Sheriden if they were interested in high
speed broadband provision.  Response had been low as councillors considered that the costs were quite
high and many residents probably considered that current speeds were adequate.  In view of the
likelihood of a better service being provided within the next 2/3 years, residents might not want to look
elsewhere for a more costly option. 

65 Any other Business  

Dates of forthcoming meetings: These were confirmed as in the previous minutes, namely:

13  January / 9  March  / 13  July / 14  September / 9  November.  However attendance at the Annualth th th th th

Meeting date  to be held on 11  May, following the elections on 5  May, would be difficult for two ofth th

the current members.  It was agreed to look at a date for the week beginning 16  May.  The clerk toth

circulate details.

END


