
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 12  MARCH 2012 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Dr Vaughan, Mr Worsley, Mrs Murphy & Mrs Veaney
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs Seward (MSDC), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

The Chairman welcomed Mrs Thomas-Atkin (Chairman of the District Council) to the meeting and
thanked her for her attendance.

Presentation from Rampion

Chris Tomlinson from Eon, Development Manager of the off-shore Rampion Wind Farm scheme, gave
a presentation of the proposals.  The wind farm would power 450,000 homes and would contain up to
200 turbines (dependent on their size).  The turbines would be sited 13 km off-shore and generate 780
megawatts of electricity.  On shore, the cables would be put underground and this work would take place
over about two years.  The decision as to whether the scheme should go ahead would be taken by the
Infrastructure Planning Commission and ratified by the Secretary of State.  The cost of the scheme would
be in the region of £2 billion.  The on-shore works would cause a certain amount of short term disruption
to rights of way but these, as also the grassland, would be fully re-instated.  Once the work had been
completed, the agricultural land could be fully utilized by farmers for livestock, crops, etc.  A new sub-
station, approximately half the size of the existing sub-station in Wineham, would be built adjacent to
this structure, the exact location had yet to be agreed.  It was anticipated that there would be a community
fund contribution as part of the scheme.  Mr Tomlinson answered questions, was thanked for his
attendance and, along with the public, then left the meeting.

68 Declarations of Interest:    Mr Worsley declared an interest in Item 8 of the agenda regarding
Northlands Farm due to his involvement with the alternative waste site at Goddards Green. There
were no other declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda.

69 Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  The minutes of previous meeting held on 16  Januaryth

(previously circulated) were approved by the Council 

70 Reports from District and County Councillors

Mr Griffiths reported that he had been dissatisfied with the lack of consultation from Horsham District
Council regarding the planning application at Firsland and was pursuing this matter with them.  The
Waste Plan had been rethought by the County Council and it was hoped that the proposals for a local
facility would no longer feature in the Plan.  There was a current baby boom and 6,000 additional  school
places would be needed by 2014.  This would impact on all schools, including Twineham.  Schools
forming a ‘community interest company’ where schools shared resources were being looked at as small
rural schools were no longer considered to be sustainable.  Additional funding had been secured to
improve broadband so that it was important to ensure that local demand was registered.  It was also
expected that the Princess Royal Hospital would continue to serve the community but with a different
function.  Mr Griffiths was thanked for his attendance and then left the meeting.

Mrs Seward reported that the MSDC budget had been agreed without any compulsory redundancies.  Mrs
Seward raised concerns regarding the proposal from Peter Bradbury (WSCC & Ansty & Staplefield
Parish Councils) to re-route the A272 via Hickstead.  It was noted that skips were being stored at
Twineham Grange Farm but that the Enforcement Officer had been informed and was taking action. It
was also suggested that the ongoing problem of the cars parking on the bus stop at Hickstead be raised
at the next CLC meeting.  Mrs Seward urged the Parish Council to consider a small amount of new
housing in the village, based on local need and at a site yet to be determined, be included as part of the
response to the District Plan.  Mrs Seward was thanked for her attendance and then left the meeting.



71 Planning Matters

It was noted that planning permission had been granted for the Park Farm Barns and the extension at
Herrings.

72 The Mid Sussex District Plan 

A letter had been received from MSDC asking that the Parish Council consider the housing requirements
for Twineham over the twenty year period of the District Plan.  One site at Northlands Farm, Hickstead,
had been put forward for commercial use and a development brief had been prepared by Barton Wilmore
for a new town of 10,000 houses at Sayers Common. 

It was agreed that the site at Hickstead was unsustainable on the same grounds as argued against the plans
for the waste site.  It was understood that there were plans for the new Burgess Hill business park to
extend west but to be contained by the Cuckfield Road.  To have a further, large, business park at
Hickstead would increase development along the A23, require extensive works to the A23 sliproads and
be visually intrusive in the countryside.

The proposals for the new town of 10,000 houses at Sayers Common, prepared by Barton Wilmore were
also considered to be unsound.  Although it was understood that the District Council was opposed to this
suggestion, the developers argued that the numbers in the District Plan were too low and it was also
known that neighbouring Councils, including Brighton & Hove, Horsham, Lewes, Crawley and Adur
were all looking to Mid Sussex to provide additional housing.

The clerk would prepare a draft response to be circulated to members for comment.

73 Neighbourhood Plan 

Mr Worsley reported that a draft Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal had been prepared but
information had now been received that the parishes could base this report on the MSDC objectives. This
would require a certain amount of re-working but the objectives were broad based and could be adopted.
A timetable had now been produced by MSDC and, due to the statutory consultation periods, it would
be unlikely that a draft plan could be submitted before October 2012. 

74 Orders for Payment 

It was now a requirement that all Parish Councils register as employer and PAYE would therefore have
to be deducted from the clerk’s wages, an annual return to HMRC, etc.  Arrangements had been made
for the County Council to take on the responsibility for this work.  There would be a one-off charge of
£25.00 and a charge of £5.00 per payment (two per annum) subsequently.  Unfortunately, it had
transpired that as the clerk was paid in one installment, national insurance contributions would be
payable for this year only.  In future years two payments would be made and no NI contributions would
be needed.  The cost of postage for the newsletters was now very high and a further attempt to encourage
residents to take this by email would be included with the next edition.

Clerk’s wages £1070.00 (plus additional charges see above)
Postage - Mrs F Jones £72.00
War Memorial £234.00
Election Expenses - MSDC £75.00

75 Highway Matters

It was noted that the works to Hookers Bridge that had necessitated the closure of Bolney Chapel Road
for the past several weeks, were due to be completed by the weekend.  The culverts were also to be
repaired.  



It was unanimously agreed that the proposals, received from Peter Bradbury, for a feasibility study to
look at re-routing the A272 via Hickstead would not be supported by the Parish Council.  It was not
considered that this was a practical suggestion as the new route would be ignored by many drivers,
require a very expensive re-working of the junction at Hickstead and be of no benefit to residents in the
Parish.   

76 Arrangements for Diamond Jubilee in 2012 

It was noted that preparations for the ‘Big Lunch’ to be held at the Recreation Ground on Sunday, 4th

June, were in hand and had been advertised in the newsletter.  Mr Worsley reported that they were
investigating the possibility of lighting a beacon at the high point at Hookers Farm.  The clerk would
make some enquires of Mid Sussex District Council.

77 Dates for Parish Council Meetings in 2012

It was noted that the AGM would be held on 14  May with subsequent meetings on 9  July, 10th th th

September, 12  November.  th

78 Any Other Business 

Mrs Veaney stated her concerns regarding the proliferation of signs and notices at Twineham School.
It was considered that these were inappropriate in a rural location.  The clerk also reported that the
external lights were still being left on until 10 pm each evening.  Mrs Hirst agreed to pass on this
information to the school.

The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.

Signed _________________________________________


