
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY, 12  NOVEMBER 2008 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley, Mr Vaughan
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

Public Question Time

Following the appeal decision relating to the Enforcement Notice at Hillmans Form, Mr Stephen Edell
explained the decision of the Inspector to allow the appeal and the implications of this decision.  Mr
Edell was thanked for his lucid explanation of the facts and then left the meeting.  Mr and Mrs Murpby
were in attendance and explained the details of their planning application for Twineham Grange. 

36 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Mr Griffiths and Mrs Seward

37 Declarations of Interest

Mrs Hirst and Mr Worsley declared a personal interest in Item 7 of the Agenda regarding the planning
application for Twineham Grange as a neighbour and adjacent landowner respectively to this property.

38 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 10  September 2008 having been previously circulated,th

were taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

39 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 12.4: War Memorial:   Mrs Veaney tabled the account from the contractor.  It was agreed that
the upkeep had been very good this year and the contractor was thanked for his work.  Mrs Veaney
agreed to make arrangements with an alternative contractor for next year.  Mrs Veaney was also thanked
for purchasing and laying the remembrance wreath at the Memorial. 

40 Planning Matters

40.1 Planning Application TW/08/3179: Twineham Grange 
Conversion of the squash court to home cinema & extension providing covered swimming pool,
construction of tennis court & conservatory. Realignment of driveway &  landscaping. 

Members made a detailed inspection of the plans, commenting on the design, landscaping and
impact of the building.  After discussion, it was agreed that there were no objections to the
application but that the Parish Council would request that planning conditions be imposed to
ensure that no external lighting or floodlighting is installed without the prior written consent of
the Planning Authority in order to minimise the impact on the surrounding countryside,.  Also,
in order to minimise the noise of the construction works on the neighbours,  the hours of work
be limited to 8 am - 6 pm Mondays to Fridays and between 8 am - 1 pm on Saturdays. 

40.2 Hillmans Farm

Following the decision by the Inspector that there were permitted development rights at Hillmans
Farm, it was agreed to write to the District Council asking them to clarify the position in
practical terms.  Local residents were very concerned that, if the operation of plant hire resumed



at levels experienced earlier in the year, this would result in unacceptable levels of noise, risks
to all highway users as well as damage to the small countryside roads in the locality.  

40.3 Lanehurst Stables

It was noted that the application for the change of use of part of the agricultural land had been
recommended for approval by the District Council.  A site visit by Mrs Veaney had greatly
improved communications with the applicant and she did not consider that the proposals would
in fact have a detrimental impact on the countryside. 

41 Highway Matters

41.1 Drainage in Church Lane/Twineham Lane: The Headteacher and the Chairman of the Parish
Council had attended a recent County Local Committee meeting where they had raised the
problems caused by the flooding in the lane.  A subsequent meeting had been held with the
Highways Manager when plans for a new drainage scheme had been agreed.  This work would
be undertaken at the start of the next financial year.  It was considered that this would do a great
deal to improve the situation although the size of the pipes could be enlarged to improve the
capacity of the scheme.  At that meeting, an undertaking had been given to jet the current system
to try to prevent the flooding during the coming winter.  However, the work had not been carried
out and, following the heavy rain on Monday, the Primary School had again been threatened with
closure.  Further representations had been made to the County Council and it was hoped that this
would result in remedial action being taken as a matter of urgency.

41.2 Fingerposts and Grass Verge: A grant of £750 had been agreed by the County Local
Committee for this work.   It was agreed to try to obtain the design of the fingerposts from the
County Council and to write to them stating that a local contractor was prepared to reinstate the
grass verge opposite the War Memorial.  WSCC would to asked to provide wooden verge
markers to prevent cars from parking once the area had been re-seeded. 

41.3 A23 Handcross improvements: Plans for the new scheme were tabled.  It was noted that the
scheme was now scheduled for 2011 and would last for 27 months which would doubtless
impact on local roads.

42 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by the Council:

St Peter’s Church (upkeep of churchyard) £668.00
Twineham CE School (heat & light for meetings) £55.00
Twineham & Wineham Cricket Club (grant) £100.00
Mazars (audit) £58.75
J Rose (internal audit) £22.90
Vision ICT Ltd(website) £115.15
CPRE (subscription) £28.00
J Veaney (wreath) £25.00
N Blacoe (war memorial) £84.00
FWAG (subscription) £35.00

43 Budget and Precept for the next Financial Year

The budget and precept for the next financial year had been previously circulated.  Where appropriate,
budget items had been increased by 2.5%.  Current reserves were projected for 31/03/09 of £2336.35



with a projected expenditure for 2009/10 of £3381.25.  In view of the current financial situation, Mr
Worsley considered that the precept should remain unchanged at £2,800.  However, after discussion it
was agreed that a precept of £3,000 be set for the forthcoming year as this would ensure that reerves
remained at a prudent level..

44 Newsletter

It was agreed that a single colour pre-printed masthead be commissioned for the newsletter.  Mr Vaughan
would edit the next newsletter which would include the arrangements for the village social which it was
agreed be held on Sunday, 25  January at 12 pm at Twineham School.  A report would also be includedth

on the flooding in Church Lane.

45 ‘Greening’ Campaign in Twineham:  T

The clerk had received information regarding participation in a ‘greening’ campaign in Twineham which
would enable local people to reduce their carbon footprint.  It was agreed that, with the support of the
school, there could be interest in this.  A public meeting would be arranged for late Winter/early Spring.

46 Consultation Documents

46.1 ‘Working together for a better West Sussex’ This was the revised partnership statement from
the County Council.  It was agreed to support the document which would be of benefit to parish
councils.

46.2 Codes of Conduct for Local Authority Members and Employees: It was agreed that the
proposals set out in this document be accepted by the Council.  The department of Communities
and Local Government to be advised accordingly.

47 Publications:  The receipt of the following publications were noted by the Council:: CPRE
Sussex Review; MSDC Planning Report; Southern Water Report, MSDC Eco Fair. 

48 Any other Business 

48.1 Freedom of Information Publication Scheme: The clerk had just been advised that the Parish
Council were required to adopt the new publication scheme.  As insufficient notice had been
received to prepare this document, it was agreed that this be approved at the January meeting.

48.2 School Hard Play Area: The school had advised that following an outbreak of vandalism, the
decision had been taken to padlock the grounds.  Although the Parish Council fully understood
the decision,. residents were most upset by this action.   Local children had no alternative hard
play area and it was considered most important for the school and community to work together
It was agreed to write to the School and to the County Councillor to seek a pragmatic solution
to this problem.

48.3 Forthcoming Meetings: The following dates were agreed for 2009:  14  January, 11  Marchth th

13  May, 8  July, 9  September, 11  Novemberth th th th

END


