
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 12  NOVEMBER 2012 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley, Dr Vaughan 
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs Seward (MSDC)

16 Declarations of Interest: Mrs Hirst declared a personal interest in the Appeal for the new access
at Coombe Farm as a near neighbour to the property. 

17 Public Question Time: There were two members of the public present in connection with the
application for the floodlighting of the sand school at Twineham Grange.  Residents of Twineham
Grange Cottages were concerned that the lights will impact on their homes.  There was no screening of
the sand school, the lighting could lead to increased traffic and also a negative impact on wildlife.
Should planning permission be granted, residents would want to see the lighting restricted to an earlier
shut off time. 

18 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 9  July and 20  August 2012 having been previouslyth th

circulated, were taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman

19 Report from the District Councillor

Mrs Seward reported that Government funding would be available if MSDC froze their Council Tax and
it was probable that this tax would therefore be frozen for a further year.  Mrs Seward apologised for her
lack of contact recently due to family illness.  This would be ongoing and it was suggested that the Parish
Council contact Cllr MacNaughton on planning issues and the relevant Cabinet Member for other
matters. It was noted that the Enforcement Officer was investigating the irregularities at Green Field
Farm at Hickstead but this could take a long time to resolve.  The Parish Council would monitor and
follow up on this matter.  Mrs Hirst raised the issue of the collection of dumped waste.  It was understood
that this referred to an oil drum and, as this could be contaminated waste, special procedures for its
disposal were required.  With regard to the District Plan, although work was continuing in the
background, this had not moved forward.  The SE Plan housing numbers would remain in place until the
District Plan was adopted and it was not even certain that the MSDC Plan would be approved. The threat
of large-scale development in Mid Sussex could therefore not be dismissed.  Councillors extended their
best wishes to Mrs Seward and her family and Mrs Seward then left the meeting.

20 Planning Matters

TW/12/03645/FUL:   Twineham Grange - Proposed lighting for Sand School
It was noted that the track to the sand school from the new driveway was a new feature and had not been
included in the original application.  It was also noted that external lighting had originally been
specifically excluded from the  development.  It was agreed that the lights would be very exposed and
would have a detrimental impact on neighbouring properties. The Parish Council would object to the
application as it was contrary to Policy CI being  inappropriate development in the countryside that
would be harmful to the local environment.

TW/12/03526/FUL 3 Twineham Grange Cottages, Bob Lane - Three storey rear extension 
No objections.  It was requested that materials should be in keeping with the existing building and that
construction hours exclude Saturday afternoons and Sundays.  Also that hgvs be asked to access Bob
Lane from the west.



Appeal for the Proposed Access at Coombe Farm  
It was agreed to write to the Inspector in support of Mid Sussex District Council’s refusal of this
application.

21 Highway Matters

A meeting had yet to be arranged with the Highway Officers and the Clerk would chase up on this matter.
It was noted that Mr Worsley was willing to help with winter maintenance, dependent on what was
required.  The following matters would be raised with WSCC:

21.1 Bob Lane:  Drainage along Bob Lane continued to be a problem by the new entrance to
Twineham Grange as this work had not been finished.  The pothole on the corner was still awaiting a
proper repair. A serious accident had occurred at the Wineham Lane junction.  The hedge was badly
overgrown making the sight lines dangerous and needed to be cut back. 

21.2 Wineham Lane: It was understood that works were to take place on the causeway but no
information was available.  This to be checked with WSCC.  The other bridge had a broken railing that
was in need of repair.

21.3 Twineham Lane: The ‘trench’ outside Red Gables was collapsing and needed repair.

21.4 Bolney Chapel Road: The water leak at the Hickstead Lane end of the lane had yet to be
repaired.

22 Orders for Payment 

ASCAT: Upkeep of St Peter’s Churchyard £698.00
Mazars: Audit £144.00
Twineham School: Meetings £55.00
Twineham & Wineham Cricket Club: Donation £100.00
Mrs J Veaney: British Legion Wreath £30.00
CPRE Subscription £30.00

23 Budget and Precept for the Next Financial Year

The budget statement and precept details had been previously circulated.  Expenditure was in line with
the budget.  After discussion it was agreed that a precept of £4,000, unchanged from 2012-13,  be set for
the forthcoming financial year.  This would enable some expenditure on the Neighbourhood Plan as this
moved forward

24 Neighbourhood Plan

No further progress had been made with the Twineham Plan.  Mrs Hirst had visited the exhibition in
Hurstpierpoint where it had been stated that there could be no building at Sayers Common until the
flooding issue had been sorted (this was understood to be a result of the development at Bolnore.  The
Clerk reported that Cuckfield was now preparing its draft plan but that the costs would be in excess of
£30,000.  It would be necessary for Twineham to look for volunteer help and also to see what funding
was available.  

25 Parish Council Newsletter

There was a discussion regarding the value of the newsletter, particularly when there was little news to
report. However, this did help to inform residents and it was agreed that all members should contribute



an item; the clerk would collate.  It was hoped to have some news of the Rampion application and to put
the newsletter out before Christmas.

26 Cash Point Machine At the Shell Garage At Hickstead

Several residents were concerned that this useful facility had been withdrawn.  It was understood that
this was an issue with the owner as Shell do not own the site.  It was agreed to write to the Manager
asking for the reinstatement of the machine.

27 Any Other Business  

27.1 Wineham Lane: Mrs Murphy requested that a restriction be placed on hgvs using the southern
end of Wineham Lane.  The bridges were narrow and unsuitable for large heavy goods lorries.  Mrs
Veaney would look into this matter.

27.2 Joint Parish Council Meeting: Mrs Hirst had attended a meeting in Albourne when issues such
as broadband and planning had been discussed.

27.3 River Adur: A consultation document had been received from the Environment Agency
regarding flood risk.  Mr Worsley would advise if a response was required.

27.4 Waste Plan: The documentation had just been received for the Submission Draft of the West
Sussex Waste Plan.  It was noted that the Hickstead site had been withdrawn but the Goddards Green site
remained in the Plan.  The clerk would check to see what response was required.

27.5 Twineham Grange Farm: Concerns were reported regarding the amount of waste accumulating
at the Farm.  Mrs Veaney agreed to take some photos and the clerk would forward these to the
Enforcement Officer at MSDC.

END


