
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 13  JANUARY 2010 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL th

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney,Mr Vaughan, Mrs Murphy and Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

48 Public Question Time

Mrs Knight spoke with regard to the planning application at Twineham Place Farm stating that issues
such as parking, noise and passing places in the driveway to ensure vehicles do not back into the highway
would need to be considered.  However, diversification on farms was very important and, with suitable
planning conditions, such a development should not give rise to any problems for residents.

49 Members Declarations of Interest

Mr Worsley declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the planning application for Twineham Place
Farm as the brother of the applicant.

50 Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11  November, having been previously circulated, were takenth

as read and approved and signed by the Chairman.

51 Matters Arising from the Minutes

The clerk reported that the new fingerpost had been erected.  This had been greatly admired and
councillors thanked Mrs Veaney for her work with this.  The clerk also reported that the Footpath Ranger
had advised that it was not possible to put chicken wire on the slippery footbridges as this would be a
health and safety hazard.

52 Core Strategy and Waste Management Facility

The clerk reported that the timetable for the consultation on the Core Strategy had been put back by
MSDC and new dates were awaited.  The building of up to 7000 new dwellings and a new business park
in Burgess Hill would have a serious impact on the junctions with the A23 and on the local highways;
this would need to be addressed before the development commenced.  The clerk had already written to
MSDC regarding these concerns and it was agreed that these points be reconfirmed in the Parish
Council’s response to the consultation.  Following the last meeting a letter had been sent to WSCC and
a reply received stating that it was intended to carry out a full transport model with the District Council
for the Burgess Hill and Haywards Heath area which would inform subsequent development.  

The  County Council had also put forward two sites at Hickstead for a ‘built waste facility’ as part of the
Minerals and Waste Development Framework.   It was considered that there would be serious objections
on highway grounds to both sites, the land at Ricebridge would be accessed from the northbound sliproad
where there had already been two fatalities and the junction at the A23 was at capacity.  The Ricebridge
site was also on the flood plain.  The clerk to respond to this after consultation with Mr Veaney.    

53 Highway Matters

53.1 Fingerpost: The County Council had a scheme in place to fund 50% of works required to
fingerposts.  Quotations had been received for repairs to the posts at Bob Lane and Church Lane
totalling approximately £600.  Mrs Veaney agreed to firm up on these prices and, if the
application for a grant was successful, it was agreed to put this work in hand.



53.2 Bus Shelter:   The bus shelter by The Castle at Hickstead had been vandalised.  The clerk would
investigate but as the shelter was not insured, it was understood that the repairs could be costly.
 

53.3 Grass Verge by the War Memorial: It had been noted that some vehicles were still parking on
the verge, despite the high kerb.  It had been suggested that wooden dolly posts be erected but,
as this would lead to roadside clutter and make it difficult for the contractors to mow the bank,
it was agreed not to take further action at present but to continue to monitor the situation.

53.4 Local Highways: It was recognised that, in view of the recent heavy snow, the local roads would
be in a deplorable condition with many potholes and that it would be some time before repairs
could be effected.

53.5 Hickstead Lane: It was noted that £40,000 had been put into the Highways Programme for
drainage work in 2010-11.  However, it was agreed that this sum was insufficient for the work
that was required to improve the drainage.  It was understood by residents that a large part of the
problem was caused by the blocking of the ditch on Tansy Corner when the new entrance to
Hickstead was built.  It was also known that further west down the lane, there was a ditching
system that ran from the fields north to the river.  This had not been maintained and was the
cause of the present flooding on this part of the lane.  It was agreed to meet with WSCC to
discuss this matter later in the year when the immediate problems caused by the very bad weather
had been resolved.

53.6 Transport Consultation: The validity of such consultation was queried by councillors.
However, it was agreed that the clerk complete the questionnaire on behalf of the Council.

54 Planning Matters

54.1 Planning Applications

09/03847/COU: Twineham Place Farm - Change of use of buildings to seasoning timber and two
workshops.

It was understood that the Planning Statement submitted with the application was an accurate reflection
of the work currently being undertaken at the Farm.  Vehicle movements had not been under-estimated
and were not a problem for residents in the village.  Although noise from the machinery was not a
problem for residents in Twineham Lane and Church Lane, it had been an issue for residents in Bob Lane
Large bonfires had also been a nuisance.  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council ask for
a noise assessment be carried out so that planning conditions could be imposed with regard to the
maximum permitted level of noise emitted from the site.   Councillors were informed that farms could
not dispose of waste by burning unless it was permitted by an exemption, however, the bonfires gave
cause for concern and it was agreed that this problem be raised with the planning authority.  There were
no objections to the proposals subject to the above issues being addressed by the applicant.

54.2 Planning Decisions

09/03211/EDT: Little Hickstead Farm - To extend time limit for implementation of 06/02026/FUL -
proposed detached garage.
Permission

09/03239/FUL:  The Coach House, Church Lane - First floor extension to southwest elevation built
over existing store to provide en-suite bathroom
Permission

09/03298/FUL: Herrings Farmhouse, Twineham Lane - Extension to the existing dwelling
Permission



55 Orders for Payment: The following payments were approved by the Council

Mrs F M T Jones - Stationery for newsletters £20.98

56 Newsletter

The next edition would be compiled by Dr Vaughan.  Topics could include information regarding the
regulations on the burning of waste on farms, the formation of a French conversation group, a possible
local history meeting and an update from the School.

57 Any Other Business

57.1 Local History:  Mrs Murphy reported that her husband had recently completed the transcribing
of the Parish Registers dating back to the 1600's.  It was hoped that this information could be
made available on the Parish Council website.

57.2 Planning Enforcement: Mr Worsley raised the issue of how councillors reported any possible
breaches of planning conditions to the District Council.  There were concerns that if this was
done on an individual basis, not all councillors were aware of the action and this could lead to
difficulties when dealing with other residents.  As councillors were elected to a public office, due
process must be followed and it was important that all matters should be transparent in the eyes
of the public. It was considered that any councillor wishing to report any suspected breaches of
planning through the auspices of the Parish Council & clerk should ensure that the matter was
included on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting when a decision could be taken as
to whether the matter was sufficiently serious for a formal request for investigation.  Obviously,
councillors were able to report matters as individuals but not as representatives of the Parish
Council.  If there was a serious matter that required immediate attention, an extraordinary
meeting would need to be convened.  It was agreed that this matter be placed on the agenda of
the next meeting in March for formal adoption by the Council.

The meeting closed at 9.50 pm.


