
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 13  JULY 2011 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley & Mrs Veaney
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs Seward (MSDC), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

17 Public Question Time: There were no members of the public present

18 Apologies for absence were received from Dr Vaughan

19 Declarations of Interest: Mr Worsley declared a personal interest in the item regarding the
built-waste facility at Hickstead as landowner of the alternative site at Goddards Green. There
were no other declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda

20 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of previous meeting held on 17  May (previously circulated) were approved by the Councilth

21 Matters Arising from the Minutes: 

Minute 6/11: Broadband: Unfortunately Mr Sheridan had been unable to attend the broadband summit.
However Mr Griffiths reported that British Telecom was now under pressure and was looking to increase
speeds to the school, this would include a  mast that would serve the local community.  The target was
to have this in place by the Olympics.

22 Report from the District and County Councillors

22.1 West Sussex County Council:  Mr Griffiths reported that WSCC were finding £79 million
savings over 3 years with £38 million savings found this year.  With regard to schools seeking
Academy status, no school was being forced to take this action and lessons had been learnt
following the initial applications with Trusts being formed to take this forward.  Confirmation
had been received from the Government Minister that the road works at Handcross Hill would
go ahead and that the whole of the A23 in this area would be re-surfaced with the ‘hush-run’
tarmac.  The telecommunications work in Hickstead Lane had been carried out to a good
standard although work was required to reinstate the verges and the grips by Hookers Bridge.
With regard to the Waste Facility at Hickstead, Mr Griffiths apologised for the very poor
consultative process and noted the strong community concerns.  Representations would,
providing the opportunity was given, be made by the Parish Council at the CLC meeting on 14th

July.  It was understood that out of the shortlist of ten sites three or four would be needed in
West Sussex and one in Mid Sussex.

22.2 Mid Sussex District Council:  Mrs Seward reported that MSDC had to find savings of
£770,000 but so far savings had been made through voluntary redundancies and by not replacing
staff who retired or moved on in other areas.  Mrs Seward raised her concerns regarding the large
amount of development at Burgess Hill and the fact that sites in the other towns were not coming
through.  Although many in the urban areas were resisting further housing, the lack of facilities
in rural areas made new development unsustainable in these locations.

Mr Griffiths & Mrs Seward then left the meeting, the Chairman thanking them for their attendance.



23 Planning Matters.

11/01000/FUL -  Hookers Farm, Bolney Chapel Road, Twineham 
Installation of a solar panel array to the south facing roof of the clients barn
Planning permission had been granted but Mr Worsley stated that an amended application was to be
submitted shortly from an alternative contractor.

11/00766/COU - Northlands Farm - Change of Use to Equestrian - Permission

There was a discussion regarding residents who appeared to have converted outbuildings for residential
use without obtaining planning permission.  It was agreed to contact these owners informally to ascertain
the position before taking these matters any further. 

24 Built Waste Facility at Hickstead

The clerk had received notification on 30  June of a CLC meeting to be held at Albourne Village Hallth

on 14  July to discuss the shortlist of the waste sites at both Hickstead and Goddards Green.  Due to theth

impact of such a facility on the locality, and the very short timescale, it had been agreed to distribute
flyers to residents advising them of this meeting.  Subsequently, it had transpired that WSCC had not
confirmed the venue with the Village Hall and the meeting had been transferred to Burgess Hill.  This
had necessitated the re-printing and re-distribution of the flyers.  Mr Worsley raised concerns over the
lack of notification to members prior to the printing and distribution of the flyers.  However, emails had
been sent out to members and, due to the time constraints, it had been agreed with those who had
responded to go ahead with the flyers. There was still no indication as to what type of facility the sites
would take, no real consideration appeared to have been given to the serious highway issues nor of the
possible contamination of the land and consequent impact on the water courses. Members considered that
the whole process had been shambolic and reflected very poorly on the County Council.   The Chairman
had prepared and circulated a statement for the CLC meeting when it was hoped strong public
representation would be made.  

25 Mid Sussex District Plan & Joint Meeting

A Joint Meeting with Albourne, Bolney, Hassocks and Ansty & Staplefield Parish Councils had been
held in June to discuss the impact of the District Plan and large scale development in Burgess Hill and
subsequently a letter had been sent to the District Council. It had been agreed to invite Burgess Hill Town
Council to a further meeting in the autumn.

26 Highway Matters

Hickstead Lane & Bolney Chapel Lane:  It was considered the telecommunications company had kept
disturbance to a minimum and the reinstatement of the tarmac was good.  Mrs Veaney had a complete
photographic record if this was needed in the future.  However, work was needed to the grass verges and
the grips had disappeared by Hookers Bridge and this had led to flooding.  The company responsible for
the works would be contacted by the clerk.  Concerns were also raised with regard to building works in
Bolney Chapel Lane encroaching on the verge with possible damage to the restored fingerpost.

27 Diamond Jubilee 2012

It was agreed that a public meeting would be held on Sunday, 9  October to discuss the arrangementsth

for the Diamond Jubilee.  There was a discussion regarding the hire of a marquee and the expense this
would involve but also possible alternatives including the use of a barn.  Other suggestions included
Pimms Parties, Open Gardens and a Barn Dance.  It was hoped that residents would also come forward
with ideas for the holiday weekend.



28 Twineham Flower Festival

It was agreed that a donation of £25 be made to St Peter’s Church for the Flower Festival which was
being held to raised money for the Church Bell Fund.

29 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by the Council:

West Sussex County Council:  Playground insurance £150.00
Mrs F Jones: Internal Auditor & Stamps £86.50
Dijiset: Newsletters & Waste Flyers £74.40
Twineham Flower Festival £25.00

30 Newsletter

Mrs Murphy would organise the next newsletter.  This would include information on the Diamond
Jubilee and the Bolney First Aiders scheme.

END


