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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 13   MAY 2009 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mr P Griffiths (WSCC)

1 Election of Chairman

Mrs Murphy  proposed, Mrs Veaney seconded and it was resolved that Mrs Hirst be elected as Chairman
of the Parish Council.

2 Apologies for Absence were received and accepted from Dr Vaughan and Mrs Seward

3 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda.

4 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 11   March 2009 having been previously circulated, wereth

taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

5 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 08/70: River Basin Consultation

No response had been sent to this but Mr Worsley reported his concerns regarding the pollution
of the River Adur, particularly from the sewage plant at Goddards Green.  Mr Worsley would
provide further information to the clerk who would write to the Environment Agency
highlighting the Parish Council’s concerns.  Mention of the problem would also be made in the
newsletter asking residents to report any pollution problems seen locally.

6 Report from West Sussex County Council

Mr Griffiths apologised for not having been able to attend as many meetings as in previous years,
however, the information provided in the minutes was most useful.  Mr Griffiths now recognised
the long lead in times needed for highway improvements but was hopeful that a good proposal
for Hickstead Lane was in hand.   With regard to health matters, Mr Griffiths was very pleased
with the progress that had been made, including the retention of the A&E services at Haywards
Heath.  As Cabinet Member for Education and Schools, Mr Griffiths reported on the excellent
standards provided at Twineham School.  However, at the County level there was a worrying lack
of vision in the forward planning and asset programme.  However, a five year programme was
now in place which it was hoped would lead to better management and planning of needs and
resources in the future.

7 Highway Matters

7.1 Church Lane & Twineham Lane:  The Chairman and members of the Council thanked
the County Council for the extremely high quality of the work currently being carried out
in Church Lane and Twineham Lane.  The Highways Team at Clapham had been very
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helpful and members were very impressed with the contractors who had carried out the
work.  The clerk would write to the Highways Office, the contractors, the CLC and to
Twineham School thanking everyone for their help in resolving this issue.  Mr Tipper,
the Highways Manager, was shortly to retire and the Parish Council recorded their thanks
for his help over the years.

7.2 Bob Lane: The Highways Office was now in touch with the owner of Twineham Grange
and it was hoped that the clearance work needed to the ditches would be progressed.  The
water leaks had been repaired but the potholes were very bad again.  Councillors would
report these to WSCC.

7.3 A23 Northbound Slip-Road: The Chairman and Mrs Seward had attended a meeting
with InterRoute to discuss the work that had been carried out to improve the safety of the
northbound slip road following the fatal accident.  However, local people did not
consider that the work was adequate and that the markings needed to be improved.
Correspondence had been received from Flotronics highlighting these problems.  It was
agreed to write to the Highways Agency, copying in WSCC for information.

7.4 Fingerposts: The specification for replacement fingerposts had now been received from
the County Council.  Funds for the replacement post by the War Memorial had been
received from WSCC and alternative quotations would now be sought.  It was suggested
that some further bulb planting be undertaken here for next year.

7.5 Hickstead Lane: It was understood that a proposal for the engineering works were
currently underway.  It was considered that the sub-contractors who had undertaken the
repairs to the potholes had done a very poor job and further work would be required.

8 Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils

Mrs Murphy agreed to continue as the Parish Council’s representative to this Association.

9 Financial Matters

9.1 Approval of the Accounts & Annual Return: The accounts and annual return,
previously circulated, had now been subject to the internal audit.  The accounts  were
unanimously approved by the Council and the annual return and statement of assurance
signed by the Chairman. 

9.2 Internal Audit: Mr Rose was appointed as internal auditor to the Parish Council for the
current financial year.  It was agreed that the customary gift be made to thank Mr Rose
for his work on the audit the previous year. 

9.3 Risk Assessment: The risk assessment, previously circulated, was approved by the
Council.

10 Twineham School Playground

Following the previous discussions, agreement had been reached with Twineham School to
enable registered local residents to use the hard play area at the school during weekends and
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school holidays.  The Parish Council had agreed to pay the insurance costs to West Sussex
County Council at a cost of £150 p.a.  An interim payment had been agreed by councillors to
enable residents to use the facility during the Easter holidays.  The clerk now held a list of
families wishing to use this facility.  Significant assistance had been received from staff in the
Insurance Department at the County Council; this was much appreciated by the Parish Council.

11 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by the Council:

West Sussex County Council: Playground Insurance £150.00
Metraprint: Newsletter Masthead £55.20
Allianz: Insurance £336.89
Dijiset:  Newsletter costs £12.65
SALC:   Subscription £63.61
Mrs F M T Jones: Postage £54.00

12 Newsletter

Mr Worsley would produce the next newsletter to be sent out end June/early July.  Topics to
include the oil syndicate, Twineham School, social events, policing and river pollution.

13 Consultation Papers

The Parish Council had received electronic copies of the MSDC Housing Strategy and their draft
Infrastructure Investment Paper.  These were both very long and complex documents to which
it was considered that the Parish Council was unable to make a full response.  It was agreed that
the clerk would respond stressing the need for infrastructure to be provide prior to development
and the importance of taking into account the impact and needs of the small rural communities.

14 Policing in Twineham

As discussed earlier at the Annual Parish Meeting, it was agreed to ask that the Police attend a
Parish Council meeting to discuss local issues of concern.  It was also suggested that the public
be invited to attend a “crimewatch” type meeting when the Police could give out information and
ideas as to how best to protect personal property, etc.  The clerk to contact the Police accordingly.

15 Date of Next Meeting 

As neither Mrs Veaney nor Mr Worsley would be able to attend the next meeting on 8  July, itth

was agreed that, subject to the availability of the school, this meeting be re-scheduled for
Tuesday, 30  June.  This to be confirmed by the clerk.th

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.


