
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY, 14  JANUARY 2009 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Worsley, Mr Vaughan
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Cllr Mrs Margaret Hersey and Cllr Christopher Hersey

The Chairman welcomed Mrs Hersey (current Chairman of Mid Sussex District Council) and Mr Hersey
to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance.

49 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Mr Griffiths, Mrs Seward and Mrs Murphy

50 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest regarding any items on the agenda.

51 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of previous meeting held on 12  November having been previously circulated were takenth

as read and approved and signed by the Chairman.

52 Highway Matters

52.1 Flooding in Twineham Lane: Temporary repair works had been carried out to the blocked pipe
in Church Lane and this had successfully rectified the problem of flooding at this point.
However, during the last heavy rainfall in December, there had been a severe flooding problem
outside Slipe resulting in vehicles being stranded and calls to the Rescue Service.  It was
understood that this was caused by the Telecoms cables that were blocking the highway gullies.
WSCC had been informed of the problem but action was still awaited.  It was considered that
the ditches in Twineham Lane were not causing the problem but that their maintenance would
need to be addressed in due course.

52.2 Hickstead Lane: Following the bad weather, the surface had once again deteriorated.  It was
noted that the resurfacing of the Lane was now on the Highways Programme but not scheduled
for any major work until 2011-2012.

52.3 Bob Lane: Again there had been problems with water and ice lying on the highway.  The
Chairman considered that this was caused by the poor maintenance of the ditches but this had
not been the opinion of the Highways Office.  Mr Worsley agreed to inspect the lane during
flood conditions to try to ascertain the root of the problem.

52.4 Fingerposts: A grant of £750 had now been received from the CLC. The Parish Council had
been advised that WSCC held drawings of the various styles of fingerposts, however, this did
not appear to be the case and Mrs Veaney had arranged to have a technical drawing undertaken
of the fingerpost by the War Memorial.  This would need to be discussed further with WSCC.

52.5 Grass Verge at War Memorial:   Mr Worsley was prepared to undertake the restoration of the
grass bank however it appeared that WSCC wished to discuss this matter further.

It was agreed that a meeting be arranged as soon as possible with Mr Tipper from the Highways Office
as soon as possible to discuss the various issues mentioned above.

53 Planning Matters

There were no planning applications for consideration at the meeting.  It was noted that planning
permission had been granted for the work at Twineham Grange but that no conditions had been imposed
for working hours.  The Chairman had contacted MSDC who had stated that such conditions were not
usually imposed on work to domestic properties.



54 Orders for Payment

The following payment was approved by the Council:

Dijiset (newsletters) £25.58

55 Grass Cutting at the War Memorial 

Mrs Veaney had spoken with the contractor who currently looked after the churchyard and he was willing
to undertake this work. However, there was an issue of public liability insurance and it was agreed that
the clerk would make further enquiries regarding this matter before any arrangements were made.
Various possibilities for the maintenance of the site were discussed, including putting in a hard surface
or allowing the grass to grow over the summer months.

56 Village Noticeboard

Unfortunately, this had been vandalised by fire and now required repair.  The original manufacturers had
asked that a photograph be sent of the damage and it was possible that a new header board and pinboard
would suffice.  It was noted that a new noticeboard would cost in the region of £500.

57 Twineham School Play Area

Following the previous meeting, the clerk had written to the school.  Mrs Veaney had received further
representations from local families who were most upset by the decision to close the play area to
residents and stressed that the vandalism had not been caused by them.  The Chairman reported that this
matter had been discussed at a recent meeting of the Governors but that the school, following advice from
the legal office at WSCC, was adamant in its decision to lock the gates.  Some councillors considered
that locking the gates would not prevent youths from vandalising the area.. It was hoped that a
compromise could still be reached, possibly with the use of a padlock and a code issued to families
registered to use the play area.  Mrs Veaney agreed to follow up this matter with the school.

58 Newsletter and Village Social 

After discussion, it was agreed that  1000 single colour letterheads be printed.  The Spring edition to be
edited by Mrs Veaney.  Arrangements for the village social at Twineham School on 25  January wereth

also agreed.

59 Freedom of Information Publication Scheme

The new model Freedom of Information Publication Scheme had been circulated by the Clerk.  It was
unanimously resolved to adopt the Scheme.

60 Publications 

Receipt of the following publications were noted by the Council: CLG Consultation on publicity for local
authorities; English Rural Housing Bulletin; WSCC Community Transport Directory; Mid Sussex Older
People’s Council Report

61 Any other Business 

The joint MSDC/MSALC Conference would be held on 2  April.  It was agreed that the Council shouldnd

send a representative to this event.  A Joint Parish Meeting had been arranged at Woodmancote on 10th

February and it was also agreed that representatives from Twineham would attend.

The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.


