
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 14  JULY 2010 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Worsley, Dr Vaughan
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs Seward (MSDC)

19 Public Question Time

Mr Watts-Williams presented his application for the demolition of his existing property, Wickhams in
Wineham Lane and the building of a new dwelling.  One room dated back to 1660 but the remainder of
the house was composed of various extensions, with much of the building work carried out in the 1970's.
The house now  required significant work to bring it up to meet modern standards.

20 Apologies for Absence were received and accepted from Mrs Murphy

21 Declarations of Interest:  There were no declarations of interest regarding any matters on the
agenda.

22 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 12   May 2010 having been previously circulated, wereth

taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

23 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 09/67: Waste Management: The report from the County Council on short-listed sites was still
awaited.  Mrs Seward had attended a meeting, called at extremely short notice, to look at the sites in Mid
Sussex and had made the following points to WSCC:  that the owner of the land behind Ricebridge was
unaware of the application and also that the Hickstead market site was not a brownfield site but had
extant permission, given under special conditions, for a cattle market.   In view of the government’s
decision to revoke the South East Plan, the current situation with regard to the waste plan was unknown.

Minute 14/10: Twineham Grange Farm: Mrs Hirst reported that the booms across the ditches had now
been removed although one remained.  The Environment Agency or contractor to be contacted with
regard to this.

24 Planning Matters

24.1 Planning Applications

TW/10/01991/FUL: Wickhams, Wineham Lane
Demolish existing dwelling and construct replacement dwelling

Concern was expressed regarding the loss of a 17  century building as a number of very old buildingsth

have been lost locally over recent years and very little information was supplied with the application
regarding this part of the building.  However, Councillors understood the difficulties of living in old
buildings and were sympathetic to the proposed new dwelling.   It was agreed that, subject to the
inspection and subsequent approval of the Conservation Officer to this application, there were no
objections to the proposal.  



TW/10/1764/FUL: Sunny Acres, Hickstead
Single storey extensions to replace two storey extension previously approved  
No objections

24.2 Planning Decisions

The clerk reported that planning permission had been granted for the new driveway and wall at
Twineham Grange.  Mrs Seward reported that the owners had been asked that the builders  use the access
from Wineham Lane.  In order to prevent flooding, the clerk to contact WSCC regarding the need to
ensure proper drainage was included when the new driveway was constructed.  It was noted that planning
permission had been refused for a new dwelling at Paddockwood Farm in Wineham Lane.  The decision
regarding the use of Redgate Field in Twineham Lane was awaited.  The tenant had submitted a Statutory
Declaration regarding the use of the field but councillors re-stated their willingness to make opposing
declarations.

25 Report from the District Council

Mrs Seward reported that several local landowners had been approached to sell land to a consortium
wanting to build a new settlement in the area after the 2026 period.  It was hoped that this proposal would
be firmly rejected from the outset by the Planning Authorities.  Mrs Seward was now a member of the
Scrutiny Committee currently looking at the allocation of school places and the relocation of the Special
Schools in Mid Sussex to one site in Burgess Hill.  Mrs Seward then left the meeting.

26 Highway Matters

26.1 War Memorial: It was noted that the grant for re-furbishing the grass verge opposite the War
Memorial had been received.  Mr Worsley would undertake this work later in the year.

26.2 Repairs to the Bus Shelter: The clerk had checked the shelter to find that another pane of glass
had been broken.  Councillors did not consider that a full repair to replace the glass, at a cost in excess
of £500 was justified.  Mr Worsley agreed to look at the shelter with a view to carrying out an alternative,
cheaper, repair.

26.3 Drainage Works in Hickstead Lane: The clerk had received confirmation from WSCC that the
repairs were scheduled for later in the summer.  The owner of the pond on Tansy Corner had agreed to
speak with the contractors if work to the pond was required.  The clerk to contact WSCC accordingly.

26.4 Potholes in Bob Lane: These were now very bad and in need to repair.  The clerk to contact the
Highways Office.

27 Orders for Payment: The following payments were approved by the Council:

West Sussex County Council: School Playground Insurance £150.00
Dijiset: Printing of Newsletters £25.85

28 Quality Parish Council Scheme

The Council noted that a cheque for £925 to be used for improving communications, had been received
from the Sussex Association of Local Councils in recognition of Quality Status.  Discussions were
ongoing with regard to the upgrading of broadband and it was considered that this funding could be used
to further this aim which was of a high priority for many local residents.  A discussion followed
regarding the requirements needed to renew the status in 2011.  It was agreed to place this matter on the
next agenda for further discussion.



29 Any Other Business

29.1 Mid Sussex Economic Forum: Mr Worsley reported that he was considering joining this group
and would ensure the Parish Council was informed of any outcomes.

29.2 Road Closure: It was noted that EDF would be closing the northern section of Wineham Lane
for several weeks whilst works were carried out at the Sub-Station.

29.3 Winter Management Plan: The clerk had just received documentation regarding the preparation
of a Winter Management Plan.  This would be forwarded to members for consideration and action.

30 Publications

The receipt of the following publications were noted:  MSDC Economic Review; Southern Water
Review; CPRE Toolkit, South East Water Update.


