
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY, 14   MAY 2012 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley 
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

1 Election of Chairman

Mrs Murphy proposed, Mrs Veaney  seconded and it was unanimously resolved that Mrs Hirst be elected
as Chairman of the Parish Council.

2 Apologies for Absence were received from Dr Vaughan

3 Public Question Time: There were no members of the public present

4 Declarations of Interest: Mr Worsley declared an interest in the Rampion Scheme as a
landowner involved in ongoing discussions regarding the siting of the sub-station.

5 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 12   March 2012 having been previously circulated, wereth

taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

6 Reports from the County Councillor

Peter Griffiths gave an annual report of the County Council and apologised for not being able to attend
all the Parish Council meetings due to his other commitments.  Work on the highways was ongoing, the
ranger scheme had made an impact and efforts were being made with the potholes.  WSCC were asking
that people appeal if their funding for social services is affected. There were about 400 young people
with disabilities/special needs and a new building would open shortly in Burgess Hill.  There were over
700 children (0-16) awaiting fostering or adoption.  The Parish Council should tap into the CLC
community services fund when needed.  Several local residents had registered for high-speed broadband,
the more who did so the better.  The recent baby boom had led to an increase of 16% of children needing
school places.  24% of secondary schools in West Sussex were now academies with 8% of primaries.
Locality Groups of schools were being established to bring in services.  Mrs Hirst commented that this
had placed a large amount on the shoulders of volunteers.  There was increasing interaction with the
private school sector.   It was also noted that Mr Griffiths was pleased with the outcome of the waste site
deliberations.  Mr Griffiths also counselled that the Neighbourhood Plan should include new housing.

7 Rampion Wind Farm

Mrs Hirst and Mrs Murphy had attended a meeting on 10  May of local residents with twoth

representatives from Rampion to consider the impact on the locality.  A site visit had taken place and
Rampion had stated that no decision had been taken over the exact siting of the sub-station.   The sub-
station would require 20 acres and would include four transmitters. Residents had real concerns that the
access to the site could be via Bob Lane.  Residents had left Rampion with the clear understanding that
the lane was unsuitable for very large vehicles and that extensive works would be needed should
Rampion decide to go ahead with this access (their engineers considered this to be feasible).  Residents
considered that an access from Wineham Lane would be far more suitable. The issue of compensation
both for the community (improved broadband and a new village hall) and personal compensation had
been mentioned.  Rampion had stated that the works would take 28 months working 7 days a week from
7 am - 7 pm.  Residents considered that this was completely unacceptable.  The Parish Council



understood that the decision over the Wind Farm would be taken by the Infrastructure Planning
Commission in the Department for Communities and Local Government.  Both the County and District
Councils would be statutory consultees but have no decision making powers.  Compulsory Purchase
Orders could be made if landowners failed to co-operate with the scheme.  It was agreed that it would
be useful to arrange a meeting with other parish councils affected by the scheme - Bolney, Cowfold and
Shermanbury.

8  Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils

It was agreed that Dr Vaughan be nominated as the Parish Council’s MSALC representatives.
           
9 Financial Matters

9.1 Approval of the Accounts & Annual Return: The accounts and annual return had now been
subject to the internal audit.  The accounts were unanimously approved by the Council and the annual
return and annual governance statement were signed by the Chairman.

9.2 Internal Audit: Mr Rose was re-appointed as internal auditor to the Parish Council for the
current financial year.  It was agreed that the usual presentation be made to Mr Rose for his work.

9.3 Risk Assessment: The risk assessment was approved by the Council. 

10 Planning Matters

TW/12/01200/FUL: Greenfield Farm, London Road, Hickstead
Change of materials used on roof of agricultural building to match colour of neighbouring property
No objections

TW/08/00222/FUL: Facelift, London Road Hickstead
It was noted that a Section 106 traffic contribution (TAD) had now been agreed in the sum of £41,786.00.

11 Highways

11.1 Water Leak in Hickstead Lane: After numerous calls over a  number of years, it now appeared
that work had been undertaken by South East Water to address the water leak.

11.2 Traffic Counters in Bob Lane: It was noted that these had been placed in Bob Lane.  The clerk
had contacted WSCC who had no knowledge of the counters.  It was assumed that this had been arranged
privately. 

11.3 Drain in Bob Lane: the drain on the second corner was blocked and needed jetting.  The clerk
to report this to WSCC.

11.4 Surface Dressing: It was noted that Twineham Lane had been re-surfaced on Sunday.  However,
it was extremely unfortunate that none of the potholes had been filled prior to this work.  The clerk to
contact WSCC accordingly.

11.5 Safety Barrier in Twineham Lane: It had been noted that the safety barrier by Herrings was
in a very poor state of repair and did not conform to the safety requirements.  It posed a particular hazard
for equestrians.  The clerk to report this to WSCC.



12 Diamond Jubilee

Preparations were now well in hand and leaflets for the ‘Big Lunch’ had been distributed around the
village.  A beacon would be lit at Hookers Farm as part of the official celebrations.  All residents were
invited.

13 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by the Council:

WSCC - Clerk’s Wages £1,124.99
Parish Online - Mapping £36.00
SALC - Subscription £71.97
Suffolk Acre Services - Insurance £168.36
WSCC - Playground Insurance £150.00
GACC - Subscription £10.00
Dijiset - Newsletters & Jubilee Publicity £57.00
Mrs J Veaney - Toilet for Jubilee Lunch £132.00
MSALC  - Subscription £10.00
Mrs K A Hirst - Travel Expenses £22.60

14 Newsletter

It was agreed that the clerk would prepare the next newsletter to go out before the end of the month to
act as a reminder for the Jubilee celebrations.  This would include the Chairman’s Annual Report.

15 Forthcoming Meetings

The dates for forthcoming meetings, including a change of date for the September meeting, were noted
as follows: 9  July / 3  September / 12  Novemberth rd th

Signed _____________________________________


