
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 14  SEPTEMBER 2011 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Dr Vaughan, Mr Worsley & Mrs Veaney

In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk)

31 Public Question Time: There were no members of the public present

32 Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Murphy and Mrs Seward (MSDC)

33 Declarations of Interest: Mr Worsley declared a personal interest in the item regarding the built-

waste facility at Hickstead as landowner of the alternative site at Goddards Green. There were no

other declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda

34 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of previous meeting held on 13  July (previously circulated) were approved by the Council th

35 Planning Matters

It was noted that permission had been received for the solar panels at Hookers Farm.  It was also noted that,

unless a private dwelling was a Listed Building, the installation of solar panels for domestic purposes was

usually permitted development and planning permission was not required.

A discussion followed regarding the current proposals that were out for consultation under the government’s

proposals for the new National Planning Policy Framework.  Although the ideas to simplify the planning

regulations were welcomed, there had also been strong objections, particularly from the rural areas, to much
of the document.  It was agreed to respond raising the concerns of the Parish Council regarding the

presumption in favour of development and the lack of protection for the ordinary countryside outside the

designated area of Green Belt, National Parks, etc. Although District Plans could contain policies regarding

the brownfield first approach, the loss of a national policy supporting this was regretted.   The concept of

Neighbourhood Plans was also seen as positive however it was noted that the Plans were required to include

development and had to be in conformity with the District Plan.  The difficulty of obtaining a 50% vote in

a community that was in favour of a plan that included development was also recognised. 

36 Built Waste Facility at Hickstead

The clerk had circulated the proposal to engage a Planning Consultant to respond to the short-listing of the

site at Hickstead for a Built Waste Facility and this proposal now formally endorsed by the Council.  A site

meeting with the Consultant had been attended by the Chairman and the Clerk, accompanied by a member

of the Action Group.  Following this, a draft letter to WSCC had been prepared by the Consultant and this

had been circulated to members.  It was agreed that, although certain  minor amendments would be required,

this was an excellent document that should  be sent to the County Council as the Parish Council response

to the inclusion of this site on the shortlist.   The work of the Action Group in publicising the waste site was

welcomed and large numbers of local residents had attended a public meeting held at the Hickstead Resort

Hotel.  The site had also featured on a Meridian News broadcast as well as having several articles published

in the Mid Sussex Times.  However, concerns were expressed regarding certain aspects of the response by

local residents to these proposals and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Action Group and pass

on advice received from the Consultant regarding the best way of objecting to these plans. 

37 Mid Sussex District Plan 

It was noted that the Chairman and the Clerk would attend a further Joint Parish Council meeting on 19th

September when Burgess Hill Town Council would be presenting their plans for development.  The impact

of large scale development in Burgess Hill was discussed, particularly with regard to the need for additional



infrastructure in respect of  schools, transport and medical facilities, etc. all of which were under increasing

pressure locally.  The District Plan was currently out for consultation and, following scrutiny of the

document, a response to the Plan would be drafted by the Clerk for consideration by Councillors.

38 Cluster Group Proposals received from the County Council 

A request had been received from the County Council asking how the parish could work with neighbouring

towns and villages.  In a small community such as Twineham it was not clear what sort of arrangements were

proposed as there was very little engagement with the County Council.  It was suggested that, following the

recent re-organisation, there was a very poor response to requests for highway repairs, and that matters could

be improved if all funding for this work was devolved to a more local level.  The Clerk to respond

accordingly.

39 Highway Matters

39.1 Verge Markers: It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a price for the supply and installation

of three or four wooden posts for the verge opposite the War Memorial.

39.2 Grips by Hookers Bridge: Despite reporting this, the work remained outstanding.  If the grips were

not cleared, it would lead to flooding problems during the winter.

39.3 Fingerpost by Bob Lane: The condition of the post would continue to be monitored in case of

damage caused by the adjacent building works.

39.4 Sub-Station in Bob Lane: The lane was very muddy due to the hgvs using the site entrance at the

sub-station.  Although the contractors were supposed to use a wheel-washer, this did not appear to

be happening.  Mr Worsley agreed to speak to the site manager.

40 Polling Station for the Parish

The District Council had consulted on the local of polling stations.  Following consultation with members,

the clerk had responded that the Parish Council would be most reluctant to lose Albourne as the local polling

station.  It was noted that under the new proposals from the Boundary Commission, Twineham would be

leaving Mid Sussex and re-joining the Arundel and South Downs constituency.

41 Arrangements for Diamond Jubilee in 2012 

Unfortunately, several members had other engagements in October but it was agreed that a public meeting,

with refreshments, he held on Sunday, 6  November at noon at Twineham School.  It was hoped thatth

residents would come forward with ideas for the celebrations.

42 Newsletter

The next newsletter would need to go out shortly and would advertise the meeting as well as informing

residents of the current position with regard to the Waste Plan proposals at Hickstead.  Dr Vaughan would

edit this edition.

43 Orders for Payment 

The following payments were approved by the Council:

CPRE: Subscription £30.00

Dijiset: Newsletter £15.50

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.


