
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY 16  JANUARY 2008 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOL th

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mr Vaughan
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), 

Public Question Time

There were seven members of the public present who were concerned with the recent flooding and with
the planning appeal in respect of Hillmans Farm.  Mr Blacoe expressed his ongoing concern with regard
to the flooding in Twineham Lane that also extended into his garden as, despite reassurances, WSCC had
failed to take any action to improve the drainage.  The drainage was poorly designed with different
diameter pipes that became obstructed resulting in the present flooding problem.  Although further work
was needed by landowners to the ditches this was not the cause of the  problem.  Other members of the
public were very concerned by the disturbance caused by the number and size of the vehicles using
Hillmans Farm.  It was considered that this was giving rise to environmental nuisance and unsuitable
traffic generation on the rural highways in the Parish.  It was understood that residents would make a
representation at  the Appeal to be held in Haywards Heath in March.  These concerns were noted by the
Council and would be taken into account during the meeting. 

54 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley, Mr Griffiths (WSCC)
and Mrs Seward (MSDC) 

55 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest regarding any matters on the agenda.

56 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of previous meeting held on 7th November (previously circulated) were taken as read and
approved and signed by the Chairman.

57 Matters Arising from the Minutes

The clerk reported that a ‘holding’ letter  had been received from Highways Agency with regard to the
fatal accident on the A23 sliproad at Hickstead pending the result of the Police investigation.  No
progress had been made with the restoration of the grass verge opposite the War Memorial.  Following
a meeting  to discuss priorities for the parishes,  the clerk had been asked to take up issue of the cost of
elections with MSDC..

58 Highway Matters

58.1 Speed Limit: This matter was now well in hand and it was hoped that it would be implemented
in March/April.  The limit would extend from the south of Twineham Cottage in Twineham Lane
to the north of Hillmans Farm and would include Church Lane.  It was not possible to provide
the more rural wooden type of village sign as this would have been more expensive, less durable
and led to a delay in the implementation of the limit.  New warning signs would also be
provided.  It was agreed to write to WSCC thanking them for their help with this matter.



58.2 Hickstead Lane: The clerk tabled a survey of Hickstead Lane, undertaken by Mr Boyce.  This
clearly indicated the location of highway gullies, ditches, etc. as requested by WSCC in order
to highlight where and by whom action was required.  It was agreed that the current state of the
Lane, with the numerous, large, potholes, and the flooding was dangerous and an issue of public
safety.  The lane was used by an ever increasing number of vehicles, used as a diversion when
there was a serious accident on the A23 and, should there be a freeze, with the amount of water
lying on the road surface, this would make the road extremely dangerous.  No response had been
received from the Showground following the problems during the Shows last summer and it was
agreed that this be followed up by the clerk.

58.3 Twineham Lane: The flooding at the end of Church Lane had resulted in the closure of the
School on two occasions over the past week.  Following several site visits and work undertaken
by councillors last year, it had been clearly established that this particular problem was caused
by an inadequate highway drainage system rather than poor maintenance of the ditches.  It was
understood that the Highways Manager had visited the School and the clerk would now follow
up this matter.

58.4 Bob Lane: Again, this was in a dreadful condition with large areas of flooding.  The Chairman
had undertaken a survey of the ditches, gullies etc.. Again, action was needed by both
landowners and the Highways Department.

The consultation on the Forward Highways Programme 2008-2010 was currently underway and it was
noted that no works were proposed for the Parish. It was agreed to write to Tex Pemberton, Cabinet
Member responsible for Highways and Transport to highlight all these problems.  The extremely poor
condition of the highways was a matter of public safety, in particular the state of Hickstead Lane was
deplorable.  There were issues of both land drainage and highways maintenance with all of these roads
but the problems were the responsibility of the County Council and needed to be addressed by the
Highways Department.  The Parish Council could help to provide detailed knowledge and contact details
of landowners where appropriate.

59 Planning Matters:  

59.1 Hillmans Farm: The Appeal would be held in Haywards Heath on 11  March.  Parishth

Councillors and residents were aware of the increasing number of movements from the Farm,
as well as the large size of the vehicles.  In addition, residents had complained of noise from
machinery running overnight and traffic movements before 6 am.  Concerns were raised that the
original application was for “continued use of storage of plant hire machinery”.  Whilst it was
fully understood that machinery had been stored here for many years, the operation was now
fundamentally different and a plant hire business was being run from the site.  There were
environmental concerns that the current operation was unsuitable for a rural area, the large
vehicles on the narrow lanes were a safety issue for pedestrians, equestrians and other users and
that the vehicles were causing substantial damage to the roadside verges.  It was agreed to write
to the Planning Inspector accordingly.  It was noted that a representation would be made at the
Appeal by local residents objecting to the application. 

59.2 Other Planning Matters: It was noted that the following plans had been considered in the
interim period:  Gatefield Cottage, Wineham Lane: extension - permission; Greenfield Farm,
Hickstead: agricultural building - application withdrawn;  Gatefield Cottage - agricultural
building - although the Parish Council had not raised objections to this application, concerns had
been expressed over the size of the building and it had been recommended that the use of the
building be restricted to non-business only.  The decision was currently awaited.  The clerk
reported that no further information had been received regarding the sawmill operation at
Twineham Place Farm.



60 MSDC Core Strategy Consultation 

Meetings were taking place with the Parish Council and MSDC to inform and discuss the issues affecting
the area.  It was noted that the Core Strategy proposed large scale development in Burgess Hill (3000
dwellings) and that this would impact on the parish.  The consultation period would run from 24  Januaryth

to 20  March. th

61 Footpaths

It was noted that a grant for £200 had been received from WSCC for the works on the footbridge.  It was
noted that other footpath signs still required repair. 

62 Parish Plan 

Following a suggestion from a resident, it was agreed that the website should be updated with progress
made in implementing the actions in the Parish Plan.  It was agreed that councillors would meet
informally to discuss drawing up a planning policy for the parish council

63 Village Social

It was noted that this would take place on 20  January, councillors agreed to help with theseth

arrangements.

64 Parish Council Newsletter

This edition would be produced by Mr Worsley.  It was suggested that in the next edition readers be
asked if they would be prepared to receive the newsletter by email.  This would result in considerable
savings both in cost and in time for the Parish Council.  It was also agreed that a litter pick be organised
for Sunday, 30  March.  In order to draw residents attention to this, it was suggested that the newsletterth

be distributed about ten days before this date.

65 Publications

Receipt of the following publications was noted by members: CPRE Fieldwork; FWAG Magazine

66 Any Other Business

The Chairman reported that, before Christmas, she had attended a special service for parish councils in
Lindfield Church.  The clerk reported that a joint Parish Council meeting was to be arranged, it was
understood that this would be hosted by Fulking. 

There being no further business before the meeting, the meeting was brought to a close.


