
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 17   MAY 2011 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney, Mrs Murphy, Mr Worsley, Dr Vaughan
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs Seward (MSDC), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

1 Election of Chairman

Mrs Murphy proposed, Mr Worsley  seconded and it was unanimously resolved that Mrs Hirst be elected
as Chairman of the Parish Council.

2 Public Question Time: There were no members of the public present

3 Declarations of Interest: Mr Worsley declared a prejudicial interest in the planning application
for Hookers Farm as the owner of this property.

4 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 9   March 2011 having been previously circulated, wereth

taken as read and approved and signed by the Chairman. 

5 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 72/2/10 - Verge Markers: No further action had been taken but vehicles were parking on the
verge by the War Memorial.  It was agreed that Mrs Veaney would ascertain the number of posts that
would be required to prevent parking and the clerk would then obtain a quote for this work.  The clerk
would also look into obtaining a grant from the CLC. 

Minute 73 - War Memorial: The clerk to find out whether the grant from the District Council was still
available for this work and the matter would then be discussed at the next meeting

6 Reports from the District and County Councillors

Mrs Seward thanked members for their support at the recent election and hoped to be able to
attend the majority of Council meetings. A survey of residents in Bolney Chapel Lane regarding
a change of name had been undertaken in order to clarify addresses but it appeared that the
majority would prefer the status quo - Bolney Chapel Lane to the Twineham boundary and
Chapel Lane for Bolney residents.  Mrs Seward raised her concerns over the lack of strategic
thinking and the impact that Neighbourhood Plans could have on the rural villages.  It would be
advantageous if there was a joined up response from the villages particularly as large scale
development in Burgess Hill would have a considerable impact on infrastructure, including
traffic, education facilities, etc. The Community Infrastructure Levy would provide funding to
mitigate problems in the future and a collective approach from the parishes would carry more
weight when the Plans were developed.  It was agreed that the other parishes would be contacted
and, if there was a positive response, a joint meeting arranged as soon as possible.

Mr Griffiths agreed that the community approach was very important and stated that an asset
register was being prepared by the County Council; this included the availability of brownfield
sites.  Significant changes were taking place at the County Council and there was a particular
problem in Mid Sussex with an over-demand for school places.  Mr Griffiths considered that



Academy Schools would offer a way forward with this problem and different working models
were being pursued.  A broadband summit was being held at County Hall and Roger Sheridan
had agreed to attend on behalf of local residents.  Mr Griffiths noted the Parish Council’s
concerns regarding the forthcoming roadworks in Hickstead Lane.  Notification had just been
received by the clerk that the waste site at Hickstead had been included in the shortlist of  waste
facilities.  Mr Griffiths commented that this was a matter which would take a considerable
amount of time to resolve and that there would be plenty of opportunity for comment.

Mr Griffiths and Mrs Seward then left the meeting.

7  Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils

It was agreed that Mrs Murphy and Mrs Veaney be the Parish Council’s MSALC representatives.

           
8 Financial Matters

8.1 Approval of the Accounts & Annual Return: The accounts and annual return had now been
subject to the internal audit.  The accounts  were unanimously approved by the Council and the annual

return and statement of assurance signed by the Chairman.

8.2 Internal Audit: Mr Rose was re-appointed as internal auditor to the Parish Council for the
current financial year.  It was agreed that the usual presentation be made to Mr Rose for his work.

8.3 Risk Assessment: The risk assessment was approved by the Council.  

8.4 Other Matters:  It was noted that no notification had been received from the Insurance
Company regarding the annual premium due on 1  June.  In view of the short time frame, it was agreedst

that the clerk would obtain a quotation as soon as possible, arrange interim payment to be ratified at the
next meeting.  It was also noted that, following the takeover by Santander, no new chequebook had been
received and this that would need to be followed up by the clerk.

9 Planning Matters

11/00766/COU - Northlands Farm, Stairbridge Lane
Change of Use to Equestrian, including provision of stabling in existing buildings siting of
horsewalker and provision of all weather training track.
No objections

11/01000/FUL -  Hookers Farm, Bolney Chapel Road, Twineham 
Installation of a solar panel array to the south facing roof of the clients barn 
Mr Worsley left the meeting during the discussion of this application.  There were no objections
to the application.  Mr Worsley then re-joined the meeting 

11/01143/FUL - Oak Cottage, Hurstpierpoint Road, Henfield
Removal of existing conservatory, new two storey pitched roof rear extension with catslides.
Replacement roof to porch over principal entrance
No objections



11/01096/EOT - Land between Rendena & Leacroft 
Extension of time application for full application for erection of two storey offices and training
centre, parking & landscaping.
No objections

10 Highway Matters 

10.1 Hickstead Lane: The Parish Council had been appalled to receive notification that a
telecommunications company was to start work shortly on installing a cable down the newly
resurfaced lane.  The clerk had sent a strong response to the County Council and had been in
contact with Nicholas Soames.  Unfortunately, there was a statutory right for these companies
to undertake this work and they could not be required to re-surface the whole of the carriageway.
It was agreed that the works would be closely monitored and every effort made to ensure that the
reinstatement work was carried out to the highest possible standard.  There was also an ongoing
problem with a water leak, the clerk to contact South East Water formally regarding this.

10.2 Bob Lane:  The Chairman stated how pleased residents were with the re-surfacing of Bob
Lane.  It was now in the best condition for many, many years.  However, concerns were raised
over the imminent cabling works and the disruption and damage this could cause.

10.3 Road Signs: A number of these were damaged or missing including the speed limit sign
and Hickstead Lane nameplate by the War Memorial (this had been reported by the clerk but no
action had been taken to date) as well as one missing and one defaced speed sign in Wineham
Lane to the north of the Royal Oak.  The clerk would report these to the Highways Office.

11 Clustering Arrangements with the County Council

A letter had been received from WSCC regarding clustering arrangements for the delegation of
its functions.  Although the Parish Council considered this was a positive idea, it was not thought
that there would be many instances for its practical implementation in Twineham.

12 Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee

It was agreed that a celebration should take place next year, probably along the lines of the party
organised for the Golden Jubilee.  The date of the additional Bank Holiday would be Tuesday,
5  June. It was agreed to arrange a public meeting in October to look at the organisation of thisth

event.

13 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by the Council:

SALC -  subscription £ 73.76
GACC - subscription £10.00
Bolney Community First Responders - grant £50.00



14 Twineham Newsletter & Annual Report

The next newsletter would be edited by Mrs Murphy.  The supply of printed letterheads was
nearly exhausted and, after discussion, it was agreed that in future three newsletters would be
adequate although if there was a need for more information, an additional copy would be
undertaken.  This would be produced with a colour front-page at a cost of £29 per edition.

15 Forthcoming Meetings

Members noted the following meeting dates:   13th July / 14th September / 9th November

16 Any Other Business

The Chairman reported that she had attended an exhibition regarding the installation of water
meters.  The whole of the RH17 5 postcode area would have meters installed by April 2012.  The
Chairman had also attended a Police Meeting on 19  March.  th

Mrs Veaney had received a request for the Parish Council to sponsor a flower arrangement for
the Flower Festival being organised by the Church.  This matter would be placed on the agenda
of the next Council meeting.

Signed ____________________________________________


