
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 8  SEPTEMBER 2009 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Mrs Veaney,Mr Vaughan and Mr Worsley
In attendance: Mrs Jones (Clerk), Mrs S Seward (MSDC), Mr Griffiths (WSCC)

28 Apologies for Absence were received from Mrs Murphy

29 Members Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest regarding any matter on the agenda

30 Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 30  June, having been previously circulated, were taken as readth

and approved and signed by the Chairman.

31 Reports from the District & County Councillors

31.1 Mid Sussex District Council: Mrs Seward apologised for not being able to attend meetings
recently but the Twineham meetings often coincided with those at MSDC.  However, Mrs
Seward was in regular contact with the Chairman and the Clerk.  Mrs Seward highlighted
concerns regarding the ‘Affordable Warmth’ strategy that was currently out for consultation.
The report showed that the Bolney Ward (Albourne, Bolney & Twineham) was the most
deprived in the District with a significant number of residents unable to heat their homes
properly.  Although it was considered that the numbers of people affected by this issue would
be low in Twineham, it could have a serious impact on those involved. It was agreed that the
Parish Council would be happy to meet with the other parishes to discuss this issue further.  Mrs
Seward highlighted the proposals for large amounts of housing contained in the proposed Core
Strategy and the impact that this would have on the A23 junction at Hickstead.  The Parish
Council would need to ensure that this issue was raised when the next stage of consultation was
underway. Mr Griffiths arrived at this stage of the meeting.

31.2 West Sussex County Council: Mr Griffiths reported that the new Highways Manager had been
appointed and that it was anticipated that there would be changes with the current contractual
arrangements for highway maintenance.  With regards to education, issues concerning transport,
admissions and catchment areas were all under active consideration by the County Council.
Mrs Seward and Mr Griffiths were thanked for their attendance and then left the meeting.

32 Planning Matters

It was noted that the application for the new dwelling at Grovelands Farm had been recommended for
approval by planning officers.  The loss of a smaller, character, dwelling was regretted by the Council.
There were no current planning applications for consideration.  The clerk requested that all councillors
respond to emails asking  for comments on planning applications to ensure a full and proper response was
made to the applications.

33 Highway Matters

No progress had been made with the new fingerpost for the grass triangle.  Mrs Veaney agreed to take
this matter forward and, if the local contractor was not able to undertake this work, an order should be
placed with the WSCC approved contractor.   It was agreed not to take any further action at present with



the provision of dolly posts on the grass bank opposite the War Memorial as it was considered that the
kerbing would deter the majority of motorists from parking on the grass.

Information had been received from WSCC regarding the sponsorship of the two roundabouts at
Hickstead.  A company specialising in sponsorship had found sponsors for the roundabouts and had
provided a planting plan.   The Council was pleased to accept this offer which would improve the
landscaping of the roundabouts.

34 Orders for Payment

The following payments were approved by the Council:

Mazars - Audit Fee £57.50
CPRE - Subscription £29.00
GACC - Subscription £10.00
Dijiset - Printing of Newsletters £31.63

35 Contract of Employment

The clerk’s contract of employment, taken from the model contract issued by the National Association
of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks, having been previously circulated, was
approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

36 Newsletter

The autumn newsletter had been printed and was ready for distribution.  This had been completed early
due to a request from the Church to include a report that needed to be distributed for a public meeting
to be held on 16  September, regarding the amalgamation of the three parochial parishes.  Unfortunately,th

this meant that a request for bell ringers would have to be delayed until the next edition.  The next issue
would also include further information about the Oil Syndicate and the problem facing some rural
residents in connection with affordable warmth in their homes.

37 Any Other Business

The Chairman reported that she had attended meetings with the police and that useful information was
now being sent through to the clerk regarding local crime.  This, in turn, was being forwarded to local
residents who had requested Neighbourhood Watch information.  An invitation had been received from
West Itchenor Parish Council to attend their meeting in November regarding the benefits of Quality
Parish Council status.  However, due to the distance involved, it was agreed to try to arrange a day-time
meeting in Twineham.  Various consultations had been received including plans for the expansion of
Gatwick Airport., an issue of concern to the Council.  The Clerk would prepare a response for circulation
and comment.

Mrs Veaney reported that the playground equipment had been re-painted, this was welcomed by the
Council. 

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.


