
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
TWINEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 9  NOVEMBER 2011 AT TWINEHAM SCHOOLth

Present: Mrs Hirst (Chairman), Dr Vaughan, Mr Worsley, Mrs Murphy & Mrs Veaney
In attendance: Mr Griffiths (WSCC), Mrs Seward (MSDC), Mrs Jones (Clerk)

44 Public Question Time: There were no members of the public present

45 Declarations of Interest:. There were no declarations of interest regarding any matters on the
agenda

46 Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  The minutes of previous meeting held on 14  Septemberth

(previously circulated) were approved by the Council 

47 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Min 35: The clerk had responded to the NPPF consultation highlighting the Parish Council’s concerns
over the lack of protection of countryside that did not fall within a specific designation such as AONB.

48 Report from County and District Councillors

48.1 West Sussex County Council: Mr Griffiths reported that he had received over 150 emails of
objections to the proposals for the waste site at Hickstead.  Mr Griffiths stated that it was not
current WSCC policy to build an incinerator in the county (with the possible exception of the
Shoreham site) but that WSCC had a statutory duty to produce a waste plan. The Protest Group
had run a very effective campaign.  Objections to the proposals had to be lodged with WSCC by
14  November and a decision on the shortlist would be taken in the new year.  Concerns wereth

raised with regard to the flawed consultation process and the lack of transparency as to how the
decision on the current shortlist had been taken.  With regard to local bus services, Mr Griffiths
reported that services would be modified but would continue to serve local communities.  No
libraries were to close but working hours would be altered and better use made of new
technology.  It was noted that there was a lack of information from the Highways Agency with
regard to local ‘rat runs’ that would result from the works to the A23.  It was confirmed that
‘quiet run’ resurfacing would be undertaken from Handcross to Pyecombe but was not due to be
completed until 2015.  ‘Hippo’ bags of salt would be delivered to communities when snow was
forecast and it was noted that Mr Worsley was now in the farmers’ scheme to assist with snow
clearance.  Mr Griffiths stated that there were concerns with regard to the current ‘baby boom’
with an increased demand of 12% forecast for school places.  It was possible that Twineham
School would need to expand.  There would also be a need for a new secondary school in
Burgess Hill if the large scale development went ahead.  The need for communities to continue
to press for superfast broadband was also very important.  Mr Griffiths was thanked for his
attendance and then left the meeting.

48.2 Mid Sussex District Council: Mrs Seward stated that the District Plan was now out for
consultation.  Mrs Seward considered the policies with regard to the potential transport problems
on the A23 junctions caused by the large development in Burgess Hill were weak and needed
detailed study.  It was unclear as to how the capacity of these junctions could be improved.  It
was also agreed to look into air quality issues for this area to check whether this was being
monitored.  Concerns had been raised with regard to cars parking on the bus stop at Hickstead.
The Police to be asked to investigate.



49 Planning

11/03273/SEC52: All England Jumping Course - Amendment of current restriction of 28 days
equestrian use of the land.  
No objections

11/03347/FUL:  Little Hickstead Farm - Erection of stable block
Concerns were expressed with the siting of the block as it did not relate to any of the other buildings on
this property and had no direct access.  It was also noted that permission had been given previously for
a large machinery store and the need for another large outbuilding was queried.

Wyndham Farm Barn: The clerk was asked to write to the owners asking them to confirm that they had
planning permission for the additional residential unit.

Greenfield Farm: Complaints had been received with regard to the new access at Hickstead.  However,
it had been confirmed that this access had been given a Lawful Development Certificate but no drop kerb
had been put in place.  This matter to be raised with the County Council. 

Firsland Farm: The clerk had written to WSCC objecting to the proposals for waste facilities on this
site.

50 Neighbourhood Plan

Mr Worsley, as Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Group, reported that the Open Day on 6th

November had been attended by about 25 residents.  A questionnaire had now been distributed to every
household and the response was now awaited.  A meeting had been held withe the Chief Planning Officer
at the District Council when it had been made clear that MSDC were hoping that sites for  housing would
come through the Neighbourhood Plans.  It was noted that once the Neighbourhood Plan and been
through the full process of inspection and referendum, it would form a statutory part of the Local Plan.
Currently, Neighbourhood Plans had no official standing but the intention was to have a Plan ready to
be adopted once the Regulations were in place.  The current consultation would also inform the Parish
Council’s response to the District Plan.  It was agreed that a response would be made to the
Government’s consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.  Mrs Seward was thanked
for her attendance and then left the meeting.

51 Orders for Payment 

The following payments were approved by the Council:

Paul Rowley: Waste Plan Consultancy £405.40
ASCAT: Upkeep of St Peter’s Churchyard £698.00
Vision ICT: Website £128.40
Mazars: Audit £144.00
Twineham School: Meetings £55.00
Twineham & Wineham Cricket Club: Donation £100.00
Dijiset: Newsletters & Questionnaires £74.12
Mrs F M T Jones: Stationery £97.69
Mrs J Veaney: British Legion Wreath £30.00

52 Budget and Precept for the Next Financial Year

The budget and precept for the forthcoming financial year had been circulated by the clerk.  During the
current year unexpected expenditure had been incurred due to the waste site and these costs had been



taken from reserves.  If the current expenditure forecast was correct, reserves would stand at £1740 at
year end; it was agreed that this was a minimum acceptable level.  It was anticipated that additional
expenditure could be required next year for further consultancy on the waste site as well as on the
Neighbourhood Plan, particularly if the Parish Council was expected to bear the costs of the formal
inspection and the referendum.  Some costs could also be incurred with regard to the Diamond Jubilee
celebrations. After further discussion it was agreed that the precept be set at £4,000 for the next financial
year, a full explanation for this increase being given in the next newsletter.

53 Highway Matters

No progress had been made with the verge markers, the clerk would follow up this matter with the
contractors to obtain a price for this work.  The Chairman reported that a meeting was to be held shortly
with the Principal Community Safety Officer from the Community Development & Big Society section
of the Gatwick Diamond area (formally the Highways Department at Clapham).  At that meeting it was
intended to point out the problems with the A23 slip road and the importance of ensuring the grips along
the lanes were cleared.

54 Diamond Jubilee

At the recent Open Morning several volunteers had come forward and ideas discussed.  These included
a village picnic, open gardens, Pimms parties and a barn dance.  The clerk would set up an initial meeting
and it was hoped that the volunteers would then take the arrangements forward.

55 Parish Council Meetings in 2012

Some members found meetings on Wednesday evenings difficult to attend.  It was therefore agreed that
the meetings be moved to Monday evenings as follows:

16  January / 12  March / 14  May / 9  July / 10  September / 12  Novemberth th th th th th

The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.

Signed ______________________________________________


