Sir Roger De Leybourne and the Secret of Mote Park

by
Chronicler
In an attempt to try to understand why various phenomena have been observed over the last century in Mote Park I have looked into it's early history. I think that what I have discovered goes to show that these phenomena are not new, but were interpreted differently in the past.

Sir Roger De Leybourne
	
	In the 13th century Mote Park was owned by Sir Roger De Leybourne. In  1270  he  left  England with  the  future  King Edward  1st  to  go  on  Crusade  to  the  Holy  Land, but  it appears  that  he  never  got  there.  While in Gascony in France, a message reached him from England that was so startling that the Prince ordered him to return home.
Before he left for France he had started work on some improvements to his estate at the Mote. He had set his land agent to work to...”builde a secrete place or Grotto" and it appears that something had been found that needed his personal attention. 

We know that Sir Roger was back in England by January 1271, and this is where the mystery really begins. Sir Roger was apparently dead by the 7th of November, 1271, because by that date his son had inherited all his lands and property.


Sir Roger's "Death"
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     A 19th century view of Leybourne Church
	The mystery is, if he was dead, where was his body? Although an important figure, and one of the most flamboyant of English knights of his time, if you go to Leybourne Church you will search in vain for his tomb. There is no memorial or grave slab to him, but something stranger, a heart shrine. This was a small shrine designed to take an embalmed heart.

This  is not as unusual a monument  as  it  sounds,  because  if  a knight was killed  on  crusade his  embalmed  heart  was sometimes sent home  for burial. However, we know that Sir Roger did not die on Crusade. He was in England in 1271, so we are left with a number of questions.

What had been found at the Mote that needed Sir Roger to leave the crusade? 


If he had died, why was only his embalmed heart sent to Leybourne? Why was the pretence that he was on a Crusade to the Holy Land, continued? Was he actually dead, had he disappeared or was he secretly still guarding something at the Mote?

Angels

The only clue that we have as to what might have been found at the Mote comes from a fragment of a chronicle written in France by a monk in 1330. He wrote that....."In England, at a place commonly called the called the Mote, some years past, a returned Crusader found in a  rock hollow or cave a creature such as none had ever seen before. It was said by the ignorant to be an angel for it was white and glowed with an internal light."

Pope Gregory, in the 6th century wrote that...."when a soul dies in grace angels are in the room of the dying and it is filled with light and sweet fragrance, and the music of Heaven is heard. When sinners die the visions are terrifying. Demons, crows, or vultures, with cruel faces and breathing fire, crowd round and insult the dying. Or a dragon twines itself round the body, with mouth thrust into the mouth to draw out the breath."

Master Rudolph of Cologne said the soul is like a spherical glass vessel, with eyes before and behind. He also speaks of a female visionary who declared the soul freed from the body to be a spiritual substance, spherical, in likeness to a lunar globe, adding that it could see in every part. Roger of Wendover, who died in 1236 also reports a vision, seen by Ailric, who dwelt with St. Godric near Carlisle. At Ailric's death Godric saw his soul as a "kind of spherical body like a hot and burning wind, which shone like most transparent glass in the midst of an incomparable whiteness." 
Now before continuing with the theory that Sir Roger had found something that he interpreted as an angel I will turn to a description of the heart shrine.
The Heart Shrine
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This illustration shows the Heart Shrine before restoration in the 1830's.   When the shrine was being restored the stone box on the right was found to be hollow and contained a "leaden cylindrical box."   In this was an embalmed heart. The box on the left was solid. 

What was not reported at the time, however, was that although the left hand box was solid it had something cut with a chisel into the back of it. This was a primitively cut drawing. When the vicar of the church saw it he ordered it to be removed and the stone mason chiselled it away. However, many years later he told a local historian what he had seen, and the historian included a note on it in his...."Kentish Curiosities" Privately printed in West Malling by an anonymous author in 1875. 

                    "On the reverse of the sinister (left) shrine was engraved a coarse picture of what appeared to be a figure with wings and but one eye, set in the middle of its forehead. The vicar, being perhaps more superstitious than a man of God should be, ordered it removed. What it signified is not known."

I have looked through all the illustrations available to me and cannot find any that show an angel with a single, central eye. So is the carving hidden on the shrine a representation of an angel or something else? 
   


