Annual Parish Meeting on 10 May 2010 in The Walker Room, Comeytrowe Community Hall

Report on issues covered by Comeytrowe Parish Council during the year from May 2009 to April 2010 given by Mr Brian Larcombe, Chairman of the Parish Council


1	Penny's Field

Parish Council maintain the Open Space and the play equipment, including cutting the grass; the inspection of the play equipment and the emptying of the litterbins.  Various repairs were carried out to the play equipment.  The youth shelter is still proving a success in giving young people somewhere to meet.   All residents are asked to keep the Open Space and indeed other Open Spaces in the Parish clean and tidy and help to prevent the occasional vandalism, which is inconvenient, time consuming to repair and can be very costly.

2	Other Open Spaces in the Parish

Glasses Mead, Colman Road, the Neighbourhood Park and Gill Crescent continue to be well maintained by Taunton Deane Borough Council.

3	Dog Fouling

The dog bins around the Parish are still being well used.  All dog owners are asked to clear up after their pets, especially on the footpath links and the grass verges beside the footpaths.  There have still been no prosecutions to date in the Parish.

4	Police Issues and the Local Beat Manager

Our Local Beat Manager PC Charlie Gear has now been with us for nearly a year and is ably supported by Community Police Support Officers Debra Perry and Greg Banks.  They regularly attend Parish Council meetings and report on and deal with various issues affecting the Parish Council.  There has been a marked drop in reported anti-social behaviour in the area.  I would like to thank them for their work and support and the difference they make to the well being of the Parish.

5	Planning

The Council look at all applications in the Parish and comment as necessary. During the year various discussions have taken place on the Borough Council’s Core Strategy and Small Sites Consultation and on the possibility of large-scale housing development on the opposite side of Comeytrowe Road.  This has been a substantial issue and the Council have agreed to oppose the extensive housing development in the Comeytrowe/Trull area.  At the present time the Doctor’s Surgery is being extended and a new Children’s Centre has just been competed in the grounds of Bishop Henderson Primary School.  Thanks to Mr Zoers for undertaking the necessary site visits and then commenting on all the applications at the next available Council meeting.
6	Parish Website

The website has information on the Council’s activities, incuding the Agenda for monthly meetings and minutes of previous meetings, together with information from other groups and organisations in the Parish.  The website name is www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk and we are continuing to examine its use.

7	Highway Matters

	Parish Council consider various matters including road surfacing; condition of roads/pavements/footpaths; planting of trees; speed of traffic and traffic calming and plans for road improvements, especially those with a high accident rate.  Any problems are reported to the Highway Authority.  We have had a problem over recent months with “pot holes”, due to the adverse winter weather.  Last summer part of Galmington Road, from Trull Road to College Way, was re-surfaced and we hope that the remaining section from College Way to the entrance to Bishop Henderson Primary School will be re-surfaced later this year.  All drivers are asked to keep to the speed limits and safe speeds for particular road situations.

8	Traffic Problems - Galmington Road

	Although we have partially improved the parking problems along Galmington Road and made it safer for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians, we still have problems with cars now parking on roads adjacent to and adjoining Galmington Road.  Discussions are still taking place with the various bodies to improve the situation, as this parking can at times be inconsiderate and a danger and inconvenience to other road users, especially buses and emergency vehicles.

9	Hedges/Tress/Shrubs Overhanging the Highway

The Parish Council would like to see all residents taking the necessary action to prevent hedges/trees/shrubs from growing over or onto the highway, pavements or public footpaths.

10	Input to Local Groups and Organisations

-	Governor at Bishop Henderson Primary School & The Castle School
-	Trull Parish Lands Charity
-	Somerset Association of Local Councils
-	Community Council for Somerset
	Comeytrowe Community Hall

Galmington and Comeytrowe Local Action Team.

11	Consideration of Reports/Documents

Parish Council consider and respond as appropriate on a wide range from various bodies, especially from Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council.



12	Comeytrowe Community Hall

	Thanks to the Hall Committee, who put in a lot of time and work to make the Hall such a success.

13	Proposed Health/Fitness Centre

	Although the Planning Application for a two-storey Health/Fitness Centre at the bottom of the sports field adjoining College Way has been approved, we are not aware of any further action to commence building the new Centre.  The Parish Council’s input was able to influence the early design proposals and improve the accepted shape and appearance of the Centre.

14	Local Action Team

During the year the meetings of the Galmington and Comeytrowe Local Action Team have been put on hold, to enable members to concentrate on dealing with various issues with The Trident Hall, especially in its use for the young people of the area.  We wish them well in this.   During the year Mrs Jill Nutton was presented with a High Sheriff of Somerset Award at the Royal Bath and West Show for her services with the Galmington Massive Youth Group.  Thanks to John Grellier and Keith Woodmason who have represented the Parish Council at G&CLAT meetings.

15	Members of the Parish Council

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank the members of the Council and the Clerk for all their hard work during the last year and their help and support.

