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Minutes	of a Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 7 December 2009 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mrs Valerie Ball,  Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Mr Keith Woodmason, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were PCSO Greg Banks (8320); Mr Chris Coxen, Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service and Mr J W Jenkins (Clerk).

	Before the meeting commenced Mr Chris Coxen informed the Council that he was attending as a representative of Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service as part of the PACT process.  Any problems, such as inconsiderate parking where it would be difficult for emergency vehicles to pass, could be reported to him and the Fire Service now fitted smoke alarms where requested free of charge.

472	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 November 2009, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman.

473	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mr Paul Grant and Mr John Grellier.

474	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	Mrs Allgrove informed the Council that she was a member of Taunton Deane Borough Council’s Planning Committee and asked for this to be recorded for future meetings.

475	Update on Parish Issues from PCSO Greg Banks (8320)

	PCSO Banks reported that they had dealt with a problem of anti-social behaviour in Scafell Close and that the problems with children gathering in front of the shops at the local centre after school were improving.  The Clerk reported a reminder from the Police to residents in the Parish not to have any dealings with strangers at the door, unsolicited telephone calls, mail or emails; that a community based quarterly newsletter would be delivered by Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators to watch members and the receipt of the latest Somerset West Police District Information Bulletin October 2009 - January 2010.

476	Penny’s Field

With reference to Minute No 441 the Clerk reported that the slide in the Toddlers Play Area had been repaired.

477	Slurry Sealing of Footways - Jeffreys Way/Highfield Area

	With reference to Minute No 460 the Clerk reported the receipt of an email from Mr K Martin, Assistant Highway Service Manager - Taunton Deane Area, SCC informing the Council that the Highway Authority were now satisfied with the corrective works on the footway surface carried out by their service provider and sub contractor and did not consider it necessary to carry out any further remedial works to the surface course.

478	Wreath for Remembrance Sunday on 8 November 2009

	With reference to Minute No 465 the Clerk reported that Mr Mike Trott had laid the wreath at St Michaels Church on behalf of the Parish Council.

	RESOLVED:	to record the Council’s thanks to Mr Trott.

479	Report of the Planning Panel

1	1	Application No 52/2009/0048 - Erection of Two New Three and Four Bedroom Dwellings in the Garden of High Green, Comeytrowe Lane, Comeytrowe

	RESOLVED:	to support the above application in principle, subject to having a highway view on the entrance to the new site coming out into Comeytrowe Lane just after the brow of the hill, as you approach the site from Deane Drive.  This means that as you drive towards the site you would have very little time to see cars coming out of the new site in font of you as you come over the brow and start to go down the hill towards Queensway.

2	Application No 05/2009/042 - Erection of a Single Storey Extension to the Front to Form a Shower Room at 16 Matthews Road, Comeytrowe (Resubmission of Application No 52/2009/0017)

3	Application No 52/2009/0044 - Erection of Extension at 5 Jeffreys Way, Comeytrowe

4	Application No 52/2009/0045 - Erection of Two No Detached Dwellings at Comeytrowe Lodge, Lodge close, Comeytrowe Lane, Taunton

5	Application No 52/2009/0046 - Erection of Single Storey Side Extension at 23 Pope Close, Comeytrowe

6	Application No 52/2009/0049/NMA - Application for Non Material Amendment Following Granting of Planning Permission 52/2009/0020 at Bishop Henderson Primary School, Henderson Close, Taunton

	RESOLVED:	to support the above applications.

7	Planning Approvals - Application No 52/2009/0030/LB; 0029 and 0039

The Clerk reported that the above applications had been granted permission by the Local Planning Authority.

480	Public Consultation on Taunton Deane Borough Council’s Draft Core Planning Strategy - Venue and Date

With reference to Minute No 462 the Clerk read out an email from Ann Rhodes, Strategy Officer, TDBC informing the Council that they had booked The Walker Room in the Comeytrowe Community Hall for Wednesday 27 January 2010 between 4pm and 8pm for the consultation event; they would be bringing an exhibition and leaflets which set the context for future growth, look at principles for development and possible proposals for the Comeytrowe area; they will be putting an article in the Somerset County Gazette, the Deane Dispatch and Galmington and Comeytrowe News and will be emailing all Parish Councils to provide some background on the consultation events.  There would also be various other meetings in the Taunton Deane area, including one at Trull Memorial Hall on Tuesday 19 January 2010 between 3.30pm and 7pm.

	RESOLVED:	to advertise the consultation event on the Parish Council’s website and on the noticeboards and to arrange for members of the Council to be in attendance at the Comeytrowe Community Hall during the consultation event.

481	Consultation on Plans for Hinkley Point C - Initial Proposals and Options Summary Document - November 2009

The Clerk reported the receipt of the above consultation documents.  Any comments on this first stage of the public consultation need to be sent to EDF Energy by 11 January 2010.

482	Letter from Lloyds TSB Bank plc - Response to Parish Council’s Complaint

	The Clerk reported that with the agreement of the Chairman and Vice Chairman he had complained to Lloyds Bank on a number of occasions concerning the totally unacceptable way they had dealt with a cheque, which they had deducted from the Parish Council’s account twice.  As a result they had arranged for an ex-gratia payment of £25.00 to be credited to the Parish Council’s account.

483	Review of Clerks Salary

	The Clerk left the meeting and room while this confidential item was being discussed.

	With reference to Minute No 466 the full Parish Council discussed a Confidential Report containing recommendations of the Policy Panel concerning the Clerk’s salary and the payment of a gratuity to put it in line with National Terms and Conditions of Service.  The Council also reviewed the Clerk’s Statement of Written Particulars and Job Description, which were previously circulated.

	RESOLVED:	to amend the Terms and Conditions of Employment of the Clerk as set out in the Confidential Report dated 28 October 2009.  In particular, it was agreed that the applicable Scale point 34 be applied from 1 April 2009; that arrangements are made for retirement, gratuity and death in service as per the amended contract; that these terms and conditions of service, especially salary and gratuity, be reviewed annually by the Council and that the Council would, in future, seek to employ a Clerk with the appropriate Certificate in Local Council Administration (on appointment or shortly after appointment).

484	Estimates of Income and Expenditure 2010/2011

	The Council discussed the Estimates of Income and Expenditure for 2010/2011, which had been previously circulated (see Appendix 1).  The Clerk read out a letter from Ken Maddock, Leader of Somerset County Council giving an insight into the budget process at the County Council.  After discussing the estimated figures and other possible expenditure, the Council agreed to precept for a total figure of £25,000, which would include a figure for the Clerk’s salary and gratuity and £6,000 for earmarked revenue reserves.

	RESOLVED:	to precept on Taunton Deane Borough Council for a sum of £25,000 for the 2010/2011 financial year.

485	Resignation of Head at Bishop Henderson Primary School - Letter from Peter Joyce, Chair of Governors

	The Clerk read out a letter from Peter Joyce, Chair of Governors informing the Council that the Head, Mrs Tracey Khodabandehloo would be leaving the school at the end of the summer term 2010 to take up her new appointment as Head of Junior School at Queens College in September 2010.

486	Winter Service 2009/2010 and Your Guide to Winter Services in Somerset

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Mr D Peake, Highway Service Manager (Taunton Deane Area), SCC regarding the county policy on salting routes and a leaflet “Your Guide to Winter Service in Somerset”, which describes what the County Council can and cannot do and what the public can do to assist.  It also contains a map showing the Pre Salting Network in Somerset and the criteria that was used to develop this network.

487	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported the following:-

	a copy of Somerset’s  Community Safety Newsletter - Autumn 2009 - Issue 10.


	posters from Somerset Waste Partnership giving dates for Christmas and the New Year recycling and refuse collections and for Easter and the May and August Bank Holidays.  The Clerk reported that these had been put on the noticeboards. 


	an information letter from Somerset Waste Partnership regarding the properties in Taunton Deane included in the first phase of SORT IT Plus.


	with reference to Minute No 469 (3) the Clerk reported that the wooden fence along the footpath from Galmington Road to Penny’s Field (opposite the school gate) had been repaired and that he had thanked the Assistant Highway Service Manager for his prompt action.


	5	the Clerk reported that he had passed the Council’s thanks to the Deane DLO for the annual cleaning of the Galmington Stream.

	6	the Clerk reported that he had received requests from NHS Somerset and Somerset Skills and Learning to place articles in the Galmington and Comeytrowe News and had given them Mrs Ryan’s contact details.

	7	Bishop Henderson Primary School Newsletters - October 2009 - Issue 63 and November 2009 - Issue 64.

488	Accounts

RESOLVED:	to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Somerset Avenue Residents Association - Grant for Grass 
 Cutting on Open Spaces						-	   £375.00
Mr S Sawyer - Cleaning Bus Shelter					-	     £17.00
Mrs J Allgrove - Mileage						-	       £4.00
Mr J W Jenkins - Stamps						-	       £4.68
HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income Tax, 
 National Insurance and Clerks Salary November 2009	 	-	   £900.38
Taunton & District Citizens Advice Bureau - Grant 2010/2011	-	   £100.00

489	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:	to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 1 February 2010 at 7.30pm.





Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

