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 Minutes	of a Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 6 December 2010 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mr Paul Grant, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson and Mr Keith Woodmason, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Paul, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe and County Councillor for Taunton West; Mr Alan Wedderkopp, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe; PC Charlie Gear (657); Mr J W Jenkins, Clerk and one parishioner.

633	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 1 November 2010, having been circulated, were signed by the Vice Chairman.

634	Apologies

An apology for absence was received and accepted from Mrs Valerie Ball.

635	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	None declared.

636	Update on Parish Issues from PC Charlie Gear (657)

	PC Charlie Gear (657) reported that the crime figures for the Parish were low again; that PCSO Julie Hale had started work in the Parish; that they were dealing with a few problems with young people around Tesco Express and that every Parish will have police cover.

637	Taunton Transition Town - A Green Vision for Comeytrowe - Further Discussion on the Report of the Meeting/Workshop

	With reference to Minute No 622 the Council discussed the Report in further detail and Mrs Zoers agreed to speak to Colin Snell to find out what St Michaels Church were doing.

638	Report of the Comeytrowe Urban Extension Workshop at St Georges, Wilton on 17 November 2010

With reference to Minute No 624 Mr Larcombe, Mrs Ball and Mr Zoers reported on the meeting with Urban Initiatives and Mr R Willoughby-Foster, TDBC and the 5 year planning review in 2017, which will look at possible sites including Comeytowe/Trull.  There was a discussion on the type of major infrastructure provision that would be needed if there was a major housing development in the Comeytrowe/Trull area.





639	Report of the Planning Panel

	1	Application No 52/10/0032 - Erection of Extension and Conversion of Garage at 59 Queensway, Galmington
	2	Application No 52/10/0035 - Erection of Single Storey Extension to the Rear and Replacement of Attached Garage to include Rear Facing Study at Uplands, 13 Comeytrowe Lane, Taunton
		
	3	Application No 52/10/0036 - Erection of Two Storey Extension at 7 Buces Road, Taunton
	
	4	Application No 52/10/0037 - Erection of a Low Retaining Wall at 46 Gill Crescent, Taunton

	5	Application No 52/10/0038 - Erection of Porch at the Front of 35 Langham Gardens, Taunton

6	Application No 52/10/0039 - Erection of Two Storey Extension at 30 Longmead Way, Taunton

		RESOLVED:		to support the above application.

7	Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Enforcement Notice -           2 Gaunton Close, Taunton

	The Clerk reported that an Enforcement Notice had been issued by Taunton Deane Borough Council for the erection of a structure without planning permission at 2 Gaunton Close.  The notice takes effect from 17 December 2010 unless an appeal is made against it before that date.  The owner of the property is required to reduce the structure so that it is not forward of the frontal elevation of the building within 3 weeks from the17 December 2010.

8	Planning Approvals - Application No 52/10/0031

	The Clerk reported that the above application had been granted permission by the Local Planning Authority.

640	Parking Problems in the Parish

	With reference to Minute No 607 and 629 the Council discussed the contents of an email from County Councillor Alan Paul to Brian Cull, Group Manager - Traffic Management, SCC, which had been previously circulated.  Mr Paul reported that Mr Cull could not give an answer at the present time and that although funding for Traffic Regulation Orders had been suspended for the remainder of the financial year, it may be re-instated from 1 April 2011 with Government funding for Capital works.  The Clerk reported that there had been further problems with buses being stuck along Galmington Drive.  PC Gear felt that it was a difficult problem, because it only happened occasionally and it was not always possible to find out immediately who the owners of the vehicles were or who created the problem.


641	Estimates of Income and Expenditure 2011/2012

	With reference to Minute No 627 the Clerk and Mrs Allgrove reported on the SALC training event at Somerset Town Council Offices on 18 November 2010, which covered the preparation of the 2011/2012 budget and other associated financial matters.

	The Council discussed the Estimates of Income and Expenditure for 2011/2012, which had been previously circulated (see Appendix 1).  The Council also discussed letters from Sheila Wheeler, Chief Executive, SCC dated 1 November and 23 November 2010 and an email from Sam Crabb, Shadow Cabinet Holder and Deputy Leader of SCC Liberal Democrat Group dated 3 November 2010 about the financial situation of the County Council, the extent of the cuts and the possibility of certain services being taken over by Parish Councils or volunteers, which had been previously circulated.  After discussing the estimate figures and other possible expenditure, the Council agreed to precept for a total figure of £25,000, which would include a further £5,000 towards replacement play equipment on Penny’s Field and an increase in the revenue reserves.  This would keep the precept at the same figure as the present financial year. 

	 RESOLVED:	to precept on Taunton Deane Borough Council for a sum of £25,000 for the 2011/2012 financial year and to put an article in the Galmington and Comeytrowe News.

642	Letter of Resignation from Mr K J Grellier

	With reference to Minute No 630 the Clerk read out a letter from Mr Grellier informing the Council that he would be resigning from the Council with effect from 30 November 2010 as he was moving away from the area and thanking members and the Clerk for the knowledge, advice and experience he had gained in his short stay on the Parish Council.  The Clerk informed the Council that they would have to notify Taunton Deane Borough Council of the vacancy and TDBC would then go through the statutory procedure for advertising and filling the vacancy.  However the Council could decide not to fill the vacancy as there was an election in May 2011 for the whole Parish Council, which was within six months of the vacancy being declared.

	RESOLVED:	 not to fill the vacancy at the present time.

643	Your Guide to Winter Services in Somerset 2010/2011

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from mr D Peake, Highway Service Manager - Taunton Deane Area Highways, SCC regarding the Council’s policy on salting roads and a leaflet “Your Guide to Winter Service in Somerset 2010/2011, which describes what the County Council can and cannot do and what the public can do to assist.  With the agreement of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the Clerk had placed an article in the Galmington and Comeytrowe News and the Parish Council’s website, based on the leaflet.  The Clerk had also emailed members to inform them that 20kg bags of de-icing material were available at Priorswood Highways Depot on Saturday 27 November 2010.

644	Proposed Noticeboard at Queensway - Public Notice Showing the Location and Agreement

	With reference to Minute No 518 and recent reports to the Council, the Clerk read out a letter from Mrs C Tucker, Legal Services, SCC informing the Council that the revised location for the noticeboard would need to be advertised on site and enclosing a draft Agreement for approval by the Parish Council and requesting the name of the Chairman.

	RESOLVED:	to approve the draft Agreement and new position for the noticeboard and to authorise the Chairman, Mr B Larcombe to sign the Agreement on behalf of the Parish Council. 

645	Removal of Trees in the Parish on Leisure/Open Space Land Owned by Taunton Deane Borough Council

	The Clerk reported that a number of trees in the Comeytrowe area would be felled within the next few weeks.  The trees and locations are a Goat Willow and an Alder adjacent to 2 Wesley Close; a Norway Maple behind the rear garden of 16 Barrington Close and a Lime tree on the junction of Culmhead Close and Hoveland Drive.

646	The Management of Public Rights of Way in Somerset

	The Clerk read out a letter from Sarah Littler, Manager - Rights of Way Maintenance and Development, SCC informing the Council that due to the financial cuts over the next 3 years changes have been made to the geographical area.  Comeytrowe will be in Area 2 - Taunton and the Area Warden will be Sally Vickery.

647	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported the following:-

	a copy of Somerset’s Future Transport Plan 2011-2026, which gives an overview of the County Council’s transport priorities and policies between now and 2026 against a background of reduced funding for transport in the future.  The Plan is open for consultation from 29 November 2010 to 7 January 2011.
	advanced warning from SCC of carriageway patching work along Pitts Close, Queensway, Essex Drive and Galmington Close on 29 November 2011.
	a copy of a leaflet from SCC giving details of the Non-Eligible Heathcare Transport Service.
	a letter of introduction about the Deane Energy Saver Scheme, which has been formed from volunteers across the Taunton Deane area.  The local contact is Wayne Williams on 01823 321667.
	information on the Somerset+ Energy Group from the Community Council for Somerset.  Further information can be obtained on freephone 08000 199595.

a copy of News from EDF Energy - Hinkley Point Newsletter - November 2010.
	Bishop Henderson Primary School Newsletter - Issue 2010: 4.

648	Accounts

RESOLVED:		to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Parsons Landscapes Ltd - Grass Cutting on Penny’s Field	-             £69.29
HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary September 2010	-        £1,030.85
Taunton & District Citizens Advice Bureau - Grant 2011/12	-           £150.00
Age UK Somerset - Grant for 2011/12				-             £50.00

649	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:		to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 7 February 2011 at 7.30pm.


The meeting closed at 10.05pm.




Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

