81

Minutes	of the Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 3 December 2012 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mrs Valerie Ball, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mr Simon Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mr Keith Woodmason, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Paul, County Councillor for Taunton West; Mr Alan Wedderkopp, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe; PCSO Debbie Perry (8123) and Mr J W Jenkins, Clerk.

250	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 November 2012, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman.

251	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mr Paul Grant and Mrs Jenny Robinson.

252	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	None declared.

253	Update on Parish Issues from the Police

	PCSO Debbie Perry (8123) reported that recent crime figures for the Parish were again low, although overnight  on the 9/10 November there had been a burglary at Copper Beeches and various items stolen; wing mirrors on cars in Burchs Close had been damaged and there had been reports of door-to-door callers trying to sell security equipment.  PCSO Perry then informed the Council that this would be her last meeting as she was taking up a new position in the Police force and arrangements were being made to replace her role.

	RESOLVED:		to thank PCSO Debbie Perry for all her work in the 				Parish and her interest in Parish and community affairs.

254	Report on the Next Local Choices Event organised by Somerset County Council at Somerset College on Tuesday 20 November 2012.

	With reference to Minute No 242 Mrs Ball reported that the event was opened with a presentation by County Councillor Bob Little and Mr N Rea, Customer and Communities Director, SCC.  Mrs Ball attended the Local Youth workshop and was advised that there was support from the remaining members of the Youth Service; pockets of money were available to groups involved in youth work and SCC would provide training for volunteers, depending on the number of applications received and staff resources.  However, the majority of people present, and in particular elected representatives, expressed their frustration at the lack of communication about what was available and how to access these funds.

	Mrs Zoers attended the workshop on the Community Warden Scheme, which would comprise an agreement between local Councils to fund the provision of a person to undertake the amenity needs of the local community, in undertaking a range of services that at present were carried out by Somerset County Council.  These works could include cleaning out ditches and gullies; cleaning and painting signs; minor repairs; cutting and removing vegetation, etc.  The administrative arrangements would be undertaken by the Town and Parish Councils and there would be a one-off contribution towards the setting up of the scheme by the County Council, who would still retain responsibility and accountability for its functions.  Many people present were unhappy about the proposed scheme in that the County Council were passing its costs onto Town and Parish Councils, including questions over economies of scale; there would be continual administrative and equipment costs and issues over which local Council was controlling the works being undertaken; there would be additional work for local Councils and their Clerks and further information was required on the roles of the County Council and District Councils.

	The County Council see these events as part of an ongoing dialogue with communities with future events being held in Spring 2013.

255	Provision of Speed Indicator Devices (SID)

	With reference to Minute No 244 the Clerk reported that Somerset County Council will be investigating the location suggested and hope to report back in December 2012 or January 2013.

256	Report of the Planning Panel

	1	Application No 52/2012/0027 - Erection of Conservatory to Front 		Elevation at 7 Jeffreys Way, Taunton as Amended
	
2	Application No 52/2012/0029 - Erection of Two Storey Extension to the Front and Rear at Cedrine, Comeytrowe

3	Application No 52/12/0030 - Erection of Boundary Fence at Orchard Corner, 71 Claremont Drive, Comeytrowe (Retention of Works Already Undertaken)

4	Application No 52/12/0031 - Alterations to the External Elevations to include Installation of Windows to the East and North Elevations, Installation of Larger Windows to the West Elevation and Erection of Porch, Installation of Entrance Doors and Windows to the South Elevation at the Queens Conference Centre, Trull Road, Comeytrowe

5	Application No 52/12/0032 - Erection of Detached Garage at Highcroft, Comeytrowe Lane, Taunton

	RESOLVED:		to support the above applications.


6	Application No 52/12/0006 - Outline Application for the Erection of Dwelling and Garage and Formation of Vehicular Access to the Rear of 24 Comeytrowe Lane, Taunton

	With reference to Minute No 148 (2) and 181 (4) the Clerk reported that the applicant had now appealed to The Planning Inspectorate against the refusal decision by the Local Planning Authority.  The appeal will be determined on the basis of written representations.

	RESOLVED:		to continue to oppose the above application.

7	Planning Approval - Application No 52/2012/0023

	The Clerk reported that the above application had been granted permission by the Local Planning Authority.

257	Penny’s Field - Proposed New Play Equipment
	
	With reference to Minute No 230 (1) the Council discussed the various quotations for the new play equipment consisting of a Multiplay Unit, Pod Swing, Hip Hop, together with the safety surface matting.  The three quotations were from Proludic at £29,343 plus VAT; Jupiter Play at £33,275 plus VAT and Taunton Deane Borough Council - Deane DLO at £31,319 plus VAT.  All three quotations would use Proludic equipment.  The Council discussed the possibility of Proludic supplying the equipment and Deane DLO undertaking the installation works.  The Clerk and Mrs Zoers reported that the Council could apply to Taunton Deane Borough Council and Awards for All for grants towards the cost of the new equipment.  County Councillor Alan Paul informed the Council that he would be hoping to make a donation from the Health and Wellbeing Budget that the County Council were allocating to County Councillors.  The Council also discussed the possibility of providing a solid surface footpath, such as tarmac, for access to the new play equipment.

	In addition, Proludic had provided a quotation of £4,000 plus VAT and Taunton Deane Borough Council - Deane DLO a quotation of £2,404 plus VAT for the removal of the existing multiplay equipment, wet pour safety surfacing and edging slabs and for reinstating and turfing the area.
  
	RESOLVED:		i)	to accept the quotation from Proludic of £29,343 				plus VAT, but to discuss further the possibility of 				Proludic providing the play equipment and the 					Deane DLO undertaking the installation works if 				this results in a lower total cost.
				ii)	 to accept the quotation of £2,404 plus VAT from 				Taunton Deane Borough Council - Deane DLO for 				the removal of the existing multiplay equipment.
				iii)	to apply to Taunton Deane Borough Council and 				Awards for All for grants towards the cost of the 				new play equipment.
				iv)	to investigate further the provision of a solid 					surface footpath for access to the new play 					equipment.
258	Estimates of Income and Expenditure 2013/14 and Requests for a Grant

	The Council discussed the Estimates of Income and Expenditure for 2013/14, which had been previously circulated.  The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Fiona Kaczorek, Accounting Assistant - Finance Advisory Team, Taunton Deane Borough Council informing the Council that the Government are currently consulting on changes to Council Tax Benefit (CTB) arrangements and other changes to Council Tax.  It is likely that the Local Tax Base will reduce for the Parish Council, which would mean that if the Council kept their precept at the same figure as the present financial year then the Band D Equivalent figure would rise very slightly.  Unfortunately the Borough Council are not certain when the final details will be announced and it could be late December or early January.  It may be likely that the Borough Council will provide a grant to cushion the impact of any potential reduction in the Parish Council’s income from Council Tax.  The Clerk also reported on information provided by Mr Peter Lacey, Secretary, Somerset Association of Local Councils.  After discussing the possible reduction in the Local Tax Base, the estimate figures and other possible expenditure, the Council agreed to precept for a total figure of £25,000.  This would again keep the precept at the same figure as the present financial year.  However, the Council discussed delegating power to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to amend the precept figure slightly in order to keep the Band D Equivalent figure for the next financial year as close as possible to this year, when further information was available and if necessary to call a special meeting in January 2103 if the any substantial changes were required.

	RESOLVED:		i)	to precept on Taunton Deane Borough Council for 				a sum of £25,000 for the 2013/14 financial year, 				subject to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 					having delegated power to review the updated 					Regulations; to rescind the precept sum and set a 				new precept figure in order to keep the Band D 				Equivalent figure as close as possible to this 					financial year and to call a special meeting in  					January 2013 if deemed necessary.
				ii)	to give a grant of £220 to Taunton and District 					Citizens Advice Bureau and £50 to Age UK  					Somerset.

259	Your Guide to Winter Service in Somerset 2012/13 from Somerset County Council

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter and leaflet from Mr D Peake, Highway Service Manager - Taunton Deane Area Highways, SCC regarding the Council’s policy on salting roads, what the Council can and cannot do and what the public can do to assist, including advice on the clearance of snow from pavements
.
	RESOLVED:		to put an article in the Galmington & Comeytrowe News.




260	Letter from Mrs J Willey, Chairman, Comeytrowe Community Hall

	The Council discussed the contents of a letter from Mrs Willey regarding the possible flooding problems to the Hall caused by the recent heavy rain falls and the rain covers along College Way and Pitts Close being blocked by leaves and debris, which had been previously circulated.  The Council also discussed the effects of the heavy rain around other parts of the Parish and areas that were flooded.  Although they accepted that there had been very unusual weather conditions, they felt that the recent cuts in the frequency of emptying and clearing drains and the cutting of grass verges in the Parish by Somerset County Council had seriously contributed to the problems.

	RESOLVED:		i)	to ask the County Council to give serious 					consideration	 to reinstating more frequent 					emptying and clearing of the drains; arranging 					more frequent clearing of drains in the autumn 					and early winter and reviewing again the number 				of cuts that the highway grass verges have in the  				Parish.
				ii)	to inform Mrs Willey of the action taken.

261	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported on the following:-

	Mr Mike Crawley had once again kindly collected the 10 bags of de-icing material from the Area Highway Depot at Priorswood for use within the Parish.
	The next West Area Meeting of the Somerset Association of Local Councils will be held at West Buckland Village Hall on Thursday 6 December 2012 at 7.30pm.
	Kingsley Close footways were resurfaced during November 2012.


262	Accounts

RESOLVED:	to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Somerset Avenue Residents Association - Grant for Grass
	 Cutting on Open Spaces						-           £375.00
	HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary November 2012	-        £1,015.75
Taunton & District Citizens Advice Bureau - Grant 2013/14	-           £200.00
Age UK Somerset - Grant 2013/14				-             £50.00

263	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:		to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 4 February 2013 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.



Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

