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Minutes	of the Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 7 December 2015 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mr Simon Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul,  Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Mr Keith Woodmason, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Wedderkopp, County Councillor for Comeytrowe and Trull; Mr Habib Farbahi, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe; Mr A Paul, Comeytrowe Residents Action Group; Mr S Martin-Scott, Trull Neighbourhood Plan Group; PCSO Simon Parry (7582) and Mr J W Jenkins, Clerk.

		Before the meeting commenced Mr Paul informed the Council that the 	Residents Group had opposed the proposed development at the 	Borough Council’s Planning Committee on Wednesday evening 4 	November 2015 and were pleased that the Committee had deferred 	the application.

95	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 November 2015, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman.

96	Apologies

An apology for absence was received and accepted from Mr Paul Grant.

97	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	None declared.

98	Update on Parish Issues from the Police

	PCSO Simon Parry reported that since the last meeting there had been 16 calls received covering various issues and 6 crimes recorded with a theft of money by an employee; an assault at a public house; criminal damage to a tarmac driveway; a burglary of jewellery and other items where entry was gained through an enclosed rear garden and smashing double glazed patio doors and 2 domestic incidents.  The next Beat Surgery would be in The Walker Room, Comeytrowe Community Hall on Wednesday 16 December between 2.30 and 3.30pm.  PCSO Parry also asked residents to be more aware of security in their homes and cars as we were entering the Christmas period.

99	Penny’s Field

	The Clerk reported that a number of dead trees in the hedgerows around the open space needed to be removed and a number of trees needed branches to be crown lifted for safety reasons.  The Clerk agreed to obtain quotations for the work.

100	Proposed Development of Land at Trull/Comeytrowe (Planning Application No 42/14/0069)

	With reference to Minute 81 the Chairman Mr Larcombe reported that since the last meeting  (i) Taunton Deane Borough Council’s Planning Committee on Wednesday 4 November 2015 had agreed to defer the application to allow sufficient time for the preparation of a comprehensive masterplan by the applicants which involved engagement with relevant stakeholders; and placed particular (but not exclusive) emphasis on the issues of highways, education and health, (ii) he and a number of other speakers, representing Trull Parish Council; Bishops Hull Parish Council; Trull Neighbourhood Plan Group; Comeytrowe Residents Action Group, together with Borough and County Councillors and a number of residents had given various reasons for the application to be refused, (iii) the application was now back with the applicants, (iv)  he had received a number of emails from the Comeytrowe Residents Action Group, one of which had been forwarded to all members of the Parish Council and (v) he and the Clerk had attended the Initial Hearing held by the Inspector, Paul Griffiths of TDBC’s Site Allocations and Development Management Plan (SADMP) where Policy TAU1 on the Comeytrowe/Trull development was discussed and the applicants stated at the meeting that they were prepared to remove the access off of Comeytrowe Lane for housing purposes and construct the through road up to the Primary School when it was built.  The Chairman thanked their County and Borough Councillors and the Comeytrowe Residents Action Group for their support.  

	The Clerk reported that the applicants (the Consortium) had requested that the application should be put back to TDBC’s Planning Committee on the evening of Wednesday 27 January 2016.  The Council felt that they should still oppose the application, but if it was eventually approved the 26 conditions should be the minimum required.

	The Clerk reported that Nigel McGurk had been appointed as the Independent Examiner to review the Trull and Staplehay Neighbourhood Development Plan.

	RESOLVED:		i)	to place an article in the Galmington and 					Comeytrowe News informing residents of the 					Planning Committee Meeting on Wednesday 27 				January 2016
				ii)	to continue to oppose the application and to ask 				Mr Larcombe to speak on behalf of the Parish 					Council at the Planning Committee Meeting.

101	Request for a Grant for a New Noticeboard from the Friends of Comeytrowe Park

	With reference to Minute No 84 the Clerk reported that he had discussed a suitable noticeboard from Greenbarnes with Mr Ashelford and that the cost would be £609.00 plus VAT.  The Council discussed the cost, especially the upright posts, and use of the noticeboard and Mr Nichols agreed to speak to the Deane DLO.

	RESOLVED:		to ask the Clerk to discuss cheaper options for a 				noticeboard with Mr Ashelford.

102	Advertising the Casual Vacancy on the Parish Council

	With reference to Minute No 91 the Clerk reported that following discussions with Elisa Day, Electoral Services Manager, Taunton Deane and West Somerset Shared Electoral Services he had placed the statutory notice for the Casual Vacancy on the noticeboards.  Unless ten electors give notice in writing by 17 December 2015 to the Returning Officer at Taunton Deane Borough Council requesting that an election should be held to fill the vacancy, the Parish Council could fill the vacancy by co-option, if any individual has expressed their interest to be considered, at their next meeting on 1 February 2016.

	RESOLVED:	i)	to advertise the vacancy in the January 2016 	issue of the Galmington and Comeytrowe News.
		ii)	to record the Parish Council’s thanks to Mrs 	Valerie Ball for her hard work, interest and 	commitment during her 12 years as a Parish 	Council and to send a personal letter to Valerie.

Mrs Robinson and Mr Woodmason left the meeting at 9.00pm.

103	Report of the Planning Panel

	1	Application No 52/15/0030T - Notification to Fell One Horse Chestnut Tree Within Trull Road Conservation Area at Queens College, Adjacent to 106 Trull Road, Taunton

	2	Application No 52/15/0032 - Proposed Single Storey Extension to 		South and West Elevations, Garage Conversion and Convert Car 		Port to Garage at 1 Poundisford Close, Taunton	

		RESOLVED:		to support the above applications.

	3	Mrs Allgrove reported on the latest Taunton Deane Partnership 			Community Planning Working Group meeting, which consists of 			representatives from various groups and organisations to “rural proof” 		actions by TDBC.

	4	Planning Approvals - Application No’s 52/15/0024 and 0025/T

		The Clerk reported that the above applications had been granted 			permission by the Local Planning 	Authority.

104	Estimates of Income and Expenditure 2016/17 and Requests for a Grant

	1	The Council discussed the Estimates of Income and Expenditure for 	2016/17, which had been previously circulated.  The Clerk reported 	the receipt of a letter from Jo Nacey, Senior Accountant and Deputy 	S151 Officer, TDBC informing the Council that 	the grant received 	from Government for the reduction in funding due to Council Tax 	Support will again be shared with Parishes in 2015/16, but will only be 	two thirds of the full amount.  This grant will be paid in addition to the 	precept amount requested by the Parish Council.  In order to keep the 	Band D Equivalent figure for the next financial year as close as 	possible to this year, the Council would need to precept for a sum of 	£23,452.  With the grant of £893 from the Borough Council this would 	give a total of £24,345 for the 2016/17 financial year.

		RESOLVED:		i)	to precept on Taunton Deane Borough 						Council for a sum of £23,452.  This figure 					together with TDBC’s grant of £893 						would give a total sum of £24,345 for the 					2016/17 financial year.
					ii)	to give a grant of £350 to Taunton and 						District Citizens Advice Bureau.

	2	The Clerk reported that the third and final year of the Parish Council’s 	financial contribution towards the Church and Community Worker was 	now due to St Michael’s Church.

		RESOLVED:		to pay St Michael’s Church the third and final 					annual grant of £1,500 for the year commencing 1 				November 2015 to 31October 2016.

105	Taunton Deane Borough Council - Street Naming and Numbering

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter, guidelines and application forms from Karen Wright, GIS/Street Naming & Numbering Officer outlining a new scheme to provide a more efficient and effective street naming and numbering service for customers to encourage developers and home owners to comply with when undertaking any works that will have an effect on their postal addresses.  The new scheme will be used by both Taunton Deane Borough Council and West Somerset Council and will have the same charges.  The Parish Council is being asked if they wish to be consulted over new street names in our area, especially as we may have local knowledge regarding past history on the site.

	RESOLVED:		to inform TDBC that the Parish Council would wish to be 			consulted on new street names in their Parish.

106	Taunton Deane Borough Council - Community Asset Transfer Policy Consultation

	The Clerk reported the receipt of an email and policy from Joe Harding, Assistant Asset Strategy Surveyor asking for the views of individuals. Parish/Town Councils, the voluntary sector, community groups and partner organisations on the draft policy to set out a consistent approach for considering the transfer of assets (land and Buildings) to Parish/Town Councils, the voluntary sector and community groups.  The new policy will be used by both Taunton Deane Borough Council and West Somerset Council.

	RESOLVED:		to inform TDBC that the Parish Council supports the new 			policy.

107	Somerset County Council - Subsidised Local Bus Services and Discretionary Concessionary Fares Policy Consultations

	The Clerk read out an email from Doug Wright, Transport Development & Improvement Officer, SCC informing the Council that due to a continuing reduction in the amount of funding the Government provides to SCC and to manage competing demands for services it is necessary to review its allocation of funds for bus services it subsidises and its discretionary fares policy.  From 9 November 2015 to 11 January 2016 two separate consultations will be running proposing to reduce funding or change policy to transport services from 2016.  A poster had been placed on the noticeboards.
	
	RESOLVED:		to inform SCC that the Parish Council objects to the 				change of the public and community transport services 			from 9.00am to 9.30am and feel strongly that they 				should remain at 9.00am.

108	Traffic Regulation Order - Taunton Deane (Amendment No. 7) Order 2016 - Comeytrowe Lane

	With reference to Minute No 37 the Clerk reported the receipt of a draft Traffic Regulation Order - Taunton Deane Order 2012 (Amendment No.7) Order 2016 and associated map showing double yellow lines along Comeytrowe Lane at the junction with Claremont Drive.  The consultation period was from 26 November to 17 December 2015.

	RESOLVED:		to inform SCC that the Parish Council supports the draft			Traffic Regulation Order in respect of double yellow lines 			along Comeytrowe Lane at the junction with Claremont 			Drive.

109	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported on the following:-

	Mrs Allgrove reported that the Annual General Meeting of Comeytrowe Community Hall had been held on 16 November 2015 and that they were still looking for a Chairman and a minute Secretary, although they had received interest from a resident for the position of Chairman.
	The payment into Lloyds Bank of £765.47 for the refund of VAT from HM Revenue & Customs.
	An email from Janet Miller, Mayor’s Assistant, TDBC informing the Council that there was a vacancy for a Parish/Town Council Representative on Taunton Deane Standards Advisory Committee.
	A copy of the Community Buildings Newsletter - November 2015 from the Community Council for Somerset.

A copy of The Stream - Dredging Briefing - Winter 20125/16 from Somerset Rivers Authority.
Somerset County Council, Devon and Plymouth have taken another step forward on a joint road maintenance contract, which could be worth £65m Somerset £21m; Devon £35m and Plymouth £9m).

110	Accounts

RESOLVED:	to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-
	
	Taunton Deane Borough Council - Fee for Uncontested
	 Parish Election May 2015						-           £100.00
	Mr S Sawyer - Cleaning of Bus Shelter				-             £21.00
	Comeytrowe Community Hall - Hire of Rooms			-             £27.60
	Somerset Avenue Residents Association - Grant for Grass
	 Cutting on Open Spaces						-           £375.00
	St Michael’s Church - Grant towards Church & Community
	 Worker post								-        £1,500.00
	Parsons Landscapes Ltd - Grass Cutting on Penny’s Field	-             £81.47
	Parsons Landscapes Ltd - Cutting Hedge on Penny’s Field
	 beside Bishop Henderson Primary School			-           £118.38
	HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary November 2015	-        £1,043.71
Taunton & District Citizens Advice Bureau - Grant 2016/17	-           £350.00

111	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:		to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 1 February 2016 at 7.30pm.


The meeting closed at 9.55pm.


Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

