136

Minutes	of a Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 1 February 2010 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mrs Valerie Ball,  Mr Paul Grant, Mr John Grellier, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Mr Keith Woodmason, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Wedderkopp, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe and Mr J W Jenkins (Clerk).

490	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 December 2009, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman.

491	Apologies

All present at the meeting.

492	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	Mr Grant and Mrs Robinson informed the Council that they would declare an interest when their individual planning applications were discussed under Agenda Item Number 6.

493	Update on Parish Issues from the Police

	The Clerk reported the receipt of the first edition of the Police Neighbourhood Newsletter for the Taunton area; advice on keeping your car keys safe and crime figures for the Comeytrowe area for November and December 2009 were 3 dwelling burglaries, 1 non-dwelling burglary and 14 nuisance/rowdy behaviour calls.

494	Penny’s Field

The Clerk reported that the 3-year contracts with Parsons Landscapes Ltd for the grass cutting and with the Deane DLO for the inspection of the play equipment and collection of litter expired on 31 March 2010.  As a result he had asked for quotations for a further 3 years from 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2013.  The clerk reported that he had received quotations from Parsons Landscapes Ltd and the Deane DLO for cutting the grass and other ground maintenance works on the Open Space and the rear of Langham Gardens for the next 3 years.  Parsons Landscapes Ltd was £1,116.09 for Year 1; £1,138.40 for Year 2 and £1,161.12 for Year 3, all plus VAT and the Deane DLO was £1,768.59, plus VAT for each of the 3 years.  The Parish Council were pleased with the way Parsons Landscapes Ltd had maintained the Open Space over the last 3 years.

RESOLVED:	to accept the quotation from Parsons Landscapes Ltd. 

	The Clerk reported that he had received a quotation from the Deane DLO for collecting litter and emptying the bins 3 times per week from March to October and once a week from November to February of £1,022.19, plus VAT for each of the next 3 years and for inspecting the play equipment weekly all year round of £367.68, plus VAT for each of the next 3 years.  The Deane DLO were the only people able to undertake this work and had provided an acceptable standard over the last 3 years.

	RESOLVED:	to accept the quotation from the Deane DLO.

495	Report of the Planning Panel

	1	Application No 52/2010/0003 - Erection of Extension to Dwelling and Erection of New 1.8m Screen Wall at 65 Claremont Drive, Comeytrowe

	RESOLVED:	to support the erection of the extension to the building, but to oppose the erection of the screen wall in the position outlined in the plans.  The Council feel that the wall should be erected in the same position as the existing fence or as a compromise in line with the existing fence close to the road.  The Council would not agree with the new screen wall going right out in line with the pavement.  Most of the dwellings in the area, including the dwelling on the opposite corner, have not gone right to the edge of the pavement and have grass or small planting between the pavement and the wall.  In addition, the Council feel that the wall should not be a solid brick wall, but should be broken up in some way, say wooden panels half way up the wall and with brick in between, to improve the appearance of the wall.

2	Application No 05/2009/0048 - Erection of Two Dwellings in the Garden of High Green, Comeytrowe as Amended by Drawing No’s 14, 13 and 04 REV D Received 25 January 2010

3	Application No 52/2009/0050 - Erection of a Single and Two Storey Extension at 10 Ash Crescent, Comeytrowe

4	Application No 52/2009/0051T - Application to Carry Out Management Work to One Pine Tree included in Taunton Deane Borough (Trull Road No.1) Tree Preservation Order 1976 at Queens College, Trull Road, Taunton (TD106)

5	Application No 52/2009/0052T - Application to Fell 3 Holm Oak Trees and to Carry Out Management Work to One Holm Tree within Trull Road Conservation Area at Queens College, Trull Road, Taunton

6	Application No 52/2009/0053 - Erection and Alteration of Extension and Four-Bay Car Port, Demolition of Two-Bay Garage at Hillcroft House, 2 Jeffreys Way, Comeytrowe

	Mr Grant declared a prejudicial interest in the above application and left the room during the discussion and did not vote.

7	Application No 52/2010/0002 - Erection of Extension to Side of Bungalow and Garage at Hilbre, Shepherds Hay, Galmington

8	Application N0 52/2010/0004 - Erection of Extension to Rear of 129 Queensway, Comeytrowe

	Mrs Robinson declared a prejudicial interest in the above application and left the room during the discussion and did not vote.

	RESOLVED:	to support the above applications.

9	Planning Approvals - Application No 52/2009/0039; 0042; 0044; 0045; 0046; 0049/NMA; 0051/T and 0052/T

The Clerk reported that the above applications had been granted permission by the Local Planning Authority.

496	Public Consultation on Taunton Deane Borough Council’s Draft Core Planning Strategy

With reference to Minute No 480 the Chairman reported that he had attended the consultation event at Trull Memorial Hall on Tuesday 19 January 2010 with the Clerk and that the consultation event in The Walker Room on Wednesday 27 January 2010 between 4pm and 8pm had been well attended.  A leaflet on the proposal to build 3,000 homes in the Comeytrowe/Trull area had been circulated at the meetings and the Clerk had received a copy of the lengthy Core Strategy and Small Sites Consultation document.  The Council then discussed in detail a note prepared by the Chairman on the main issues to be considered on the proposal.  Any comments had to be returned to the Strategy Unit, Taunton Deane Borough Council by 28 February 2010.  The Council discussed their possible response and how they would inform the Parish, especially in view of the 28 February deadline.

	RESOLVED:	to discuss a response to the consultation at a meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 15 February at 7.30pm in The Walker Room.

497	Public Consultation Documents from Taunton Deane Borough Council on Allotments Strategy; Green Space Strategy; Affordable Housing Strategy; Playing Pitch Strategy; Sports Facilities Strategy and Village/Community Halls Strategy

The Clerk reported the receipt of the above consultation documents.  Any comments had to be returned to the Strategy Unit, TDBC by 16 March 2010.  Various members agreed to look at the documents and report back to the March meeting.

RESOLVED:	to discuss further at the March 2010 meeting.

498	Letter from Mr T Smith 0f 51 Queensway, Taunton - Request for Temporary Removal of Noticeboard along Queensway

	The Clerk read out a letter from Mr Smith asking the Parish Council if he could remove the noticeboard from his land while the new house is being built on his site.  He is prepared to remove the noticeboard, store it in his garage and put it back again in the same place or nearby on his land.  The Clerk also reported on the discussions with Mr Smith and Taunton Deane Borough Council over the actual ownership of the land and had now been informed by the Estates Manager at TDBC that the Land Registry records showed that the noticeboard was on Mr Smith’s land.

	RESOLVED:	to agree to Mr Smith’s request and to consider the future location of the noticeboard at the March 2010 meeting.		

499	Guidance on Dispensations for Town and Parish Councillors from Taunton Deane Borough Council Standards Committee

	The Clerk reported the receipt of the above document providing advice on how to apply for a dispensation should the Parish Council wish to make such a request.

500	Renewal of Parish Councils Insurance

	The Clerk reported that the Council had been sent details of the Aviva Parish Council Insurance Scheme available through Came and Company Parish Council Insurance.

	RESOLVED:	to obtain a quotation from Came and Company.

501	Somerset Association of Local Councils - Correspondence

	The Clerk reported that there would be a workshop to go through the new Model Standing Orders so that Clerks can approach their Council with firm recommendations for adoption, at Edington Village Hall on Tuesday 16 February 2010 at 2.15pm at a cost of £15.00 for Member Councils.  The Clerk also reported that the eighth edition of Local Council Administration by Charles Arnold-Baker was now available at a cost of £67.00 from the Society of Local Council Clerks.

	RESOLVED:	to pay the £15.00 cost of the workshop for the Clerk and to purchase a copy of Local Council Administration at a cost of £67.00.

502	Winter Services and Adverse Weather Conditions

	The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from the Highway Service Manager informing the Council that in view of the severe winter weather a national programme to ration salt stocks had been introduced by the Government.  As a result of the reduced stocks the gritting has had to be concentrated on the Precautionary Salting Network, which is about 21% of the Somerset roads network.  The Council discussed the possibility of purchasing salt bins to locate around the Parish, but in view of the number that may be required, the cost and the extreme weather conditions this winter, decided against purchasing any bins at this time. 

503	Use of Sports Field at Former Civil Service Sports Club

	The Clerk reported that one of the Clubs at present using the football pitches at the former Civil Service Sports Club had informed the Parish Council that Queens College had erected a notice to say that they could not use the pitches after 31 December 2009.  With the agreement of the Chairman, the Clerk had taken the matter up with the Legal Services Manager at TDBC, who had written to Queens College about the spirit of the recent negotiations for the use of the field and football pitches and allowing the pitches to be used until the end of the football season.  As a result Queens College, who now lease the field from the Civil Service Club, agreed to allow the use of the pitches for the remainder of the season, but in order to cover their costs they increased the hire charge from £22.00 for youth games and £44.00 for adults to £70.00 per game.  As a result the football clubs using the pitches are unable to afford the new charges and have therefore been found alternative pitches by Taunton Deane Borough Council.

504	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported the following:-

	a letter from Taunton Transition Town who raise awareness in local communities of the potential impacts of climate change and Peak oil.


	a letter from Councillor Bob Bowrah, Mayor of Taunton Deane about Taunton Deane Citizenship Awards 2010.


	that footway resurfacing had taken place in Deane Drive during January 2010.


	a letter from St Margaret’s Hospice celebrating 30 years of caring work for the people of Somerset and a request for funding.


RESOLVED:	not to give a grant.

	5	Bishop Henderson Primary School Newsletters - December 2009 - Issue 65 and January 2010 - Issue 66.

505	Accounts

RESOLVED:	to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Comeytrowe Community Hall - Hire of Room			-	     £36.00
HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income Tax,
 National Insurance and Clerks Salary/Arrears December 2009	-	£2,078.02
BT Payment Services Ltd - Telephone				-	   £111.18
HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income Tax, 
 National Insurance and Clerks Salary January 2010	 	-	£1,031.23
Somerset Association of Local Councils - Model Standing
 Orders Training for Clerk						-	     £15.00
Society of Local Council Clerks - Local Council Administration	-	     £67.00

506	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:	to hold the next Meetings of the Parish Council on Monday 15 February 2010 and Monday 1 March 2010 at 7.30pm.





Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

