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Minutes	of the Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 4 February 2013 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mr Paul Grant, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mr Simon Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Paul, County Councillor for Taunton West; Mr Habib Farbahi and Mr Alan Wedderkopp, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe; Mr Stephen Martin-Scott, County Councillor for Trull; PC Charlie Gear (657); Mr Chris Winter, Managing Director of Summerfield Developments (SW) Ltd; Mr Simon Prescott, Planning Consultant; Mr J W Jenkins, Clerk and one parishioner.

		Before the meeting commenced Mr Winter and Mr Prescott informed 	the Council that The Comeytrowe Consortium consisting of Bovis 	Homes, Summerfield, Mactaggart & Mickle and Taylor Wimpey had 	prepared a Draft Development Brief for building 2,000 dwellings in the 	Comeytrowe/Trull area.  The vision for the development seeks to 	deliver a sustainable, integrated and holistic development which 	complements the distinctive character of Taunton and the surrounding 	area and provides an attractive and distinctive place to live and work.  	The Consortium have already discussed the Brief with officers of 	Taunton Deane Borough Council and now wish to undertake public 	consultation exercises with all stakeholders, including the Parish 	Council and local residents.

264	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 December 2012, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman.

265	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mrs Valerie Ball and Mr Keith Woodmason.

266	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	None declared.

267	Update on Parish Issues from the Police

	PC Charlie Gear (657) reported that recent crime figures for the Parish were again low, with 5 reported crimes, including the theft of a car; a broken car window; two thefts from One Stop in Galmington Road and a shed break in.  There would be changes in the area with the beat, which includes Comeytrowe, being extended to include Bishops Hull and Norton Fitzwarren.  The extended beat area would have a new Sergeant, Adam Cooper and PCSO Sue Thompson would be moving to Wellington in March.

	RESOLVED:		to thank PCSO Sue Thompson for all her work in the 				Parish and her interest in Parish and community affairs.
268	Provision of Speed Indicator Devices (SID) along Comeytrowe Lane from Galmington Road to Claremont Drive

	With reference to Minute No 255 the Clerk reported on the contents of an email from Mr D Grabham, Traffic Engineer, SCC informing the Council that the average recorded speed along the Lane was 27mph in one direction and 29mph in the other.  Both these readings are below the figure currently required by the policy criteria, where average speeds must be 36mph or higher within a 30mph speed limit.  On the basis of the initial speed readings therefore this location would not qualify for a SID under the current policy.  However, we recognise that these are only a ‘snapshot’ of the location and that traffic speeds and volume will be different at different times of the day, eg commuting times, school runs, etc.  In order to ensure that this location receives a fair and representative measure of speed readings we propose to install a temporary SID along the Lane for a two week period.  This will ensure that the speed readings will be taken 24/7 and at week-ends.  The assessment of whether or not this location will eventually qualify for inclusion in the SID programme will then be made on the results of these SID readings.

	RESOLVED:		to ask SCC if the readings can be taken during school 			term time and in both directions and if the Council can 			have detailed information on the readings. 

269	Penny’s Field - Proposed New Play Equipment

	1	With reference to Minute No 257 Mr Paul reported that he had awarded the Parish Council £2,000 towards the new play equipment from his Health & Wellbeing Budget from the County Council.

		RESOLVED:		to thank Mr Paul for his kind donation.

	2	The Clerk reported that Bishop Henderson Primary School had been awarded a Community Covenant Grant of £58,000 from MoD funding to create a play area for civilian and forces children and families to mix.  The equipment will include a Trim Trail, Boat, Spider Web and Climbing Frame.  There will be seating and an all weather surface for children and families to meet.  The forces families want and need somewhere to meet outside the confines of the camp/base.

270	Confirmation of Parish Council Precept for 2013/14

	With reference to Minute No 258 the Clerk reported that the Council had received a letter from Shirlene Adam, Strategic Director, Taunton Deane Borough Council informing the Council that the Borough Council had approved its local scheme on Council Tax Reduction and were able to notify the Council of its “adjusted taxbase”.  As a result the Parish Council’s Local Tax Base will reduce and if the Council wished to keep their Band D Equivalent Figure the same as last year at £11.84 per household, they would receive a total precept of £23,290 instead of £25,000, a reduction of £1,710.  However the Borough Council had agreed to give the Parish Council a Council Tax Support Grant of £1,427, which would give a total of £24,717.  As a result the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had agreed to amend the precept figure for the 2013/14 financial year from £25,000 to £23,290.  With the grant from TDBC of £1,427, this would give the Council a total sum of £24,717.

	RESOLVED:		to confirm the action taken by the Chairman and Vice-				Chairman.

271	Report of the Planning Panel

Application No 52/2013/0002 - Erection of Two Storey Side Extension and Replacement of Flat Roof at 7 Hillside Grove, Taunton
	
2	Application No 52/2013/0003 - Replacement of Conservatory with Two Storey Rear Extension and Replacement of Front Porch at 34 Deane Drive, Taunton

	RESOLVED:		to support the above applications.

3	Planning Approvals - Application No’s 52/2012/0027; 0029 and 0030

	The Clerk reported that the above applications had been granted permission by the Local Planning Authority.

272	Taunton Deane Borough Council - Public Consultation on the Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Plan - Exhibition in The Walker Room, Comeytrowe Community Hall on Monday 25 February 2013 from 3.30pm to 7.30pm	

	The Council discussed the contents of a letter from Ann Rhodes, Policy Officer (Planning and Development), TDBC informing the Council of the public consultation exercise and exhibition, which had been previously circulated.  The SADMP document will form part of the Borough Councils suite of statutory plans such as the recently adopted Core Strategy, which provides the strategic framework for growth in the Borough over the period to 2028.  The exhibition in The Walker Room will seek views on site allocations and detailed development management policies, including the proposed 2,000 houses in the Comeytrowe/Trull area.  The Consultation period is from 24 January to 7 March 2013.

	RESOLVED:		to discuss the Council’s response at the March 2013 				meeting, following the Exhibition on 25 February 2013.

273	Somerset County Council - Somerset Minerals Plan: Preferred Options Consultation and Waste Core Strategy: Inspector’s Final Report
	
	The Clerk reported that the Minerals Plan consultation would end on 8 March 2013 and that the Inspector is satisfied that the Waste Core Strategy is fit for purpose. 
	
274	Consultation on the Admission Arrangements for Bishop Henderson Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School from 21 December 2012 to 22 February 2013

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter and Admissions Policy Document for the School Admission Arrangements for the 2014/15 Academic Year.  The Council discussed the document and the over-subscription criteria 2.3.1 to 2.3.9 in some detail.

	RESOLVED:		to support the document.

275	Claremont Drive - Local Road Safety Scheme

	With reference to Minute No 188 the Council discussed the contents of an email, which Mr Paul had circulated to all members, outlining the revised proposals for improving the footpath/cycleway crossing in Claremont Drive.  As part of the proposals the Clerk reported the receipt of The County of Somerset (Claremont Drive, Taunton) (Prohibition of Waiting) Order 2013 from Jo Sharp, Traffic Management, Somerset County Council, which would introduce double yellow lines for no waiting at any time restrictions along Claremont Drive from numbers 9 to 21 on one side of the road and from numbers 14 to 22 on the other side of the road.  The closing date for comments was 21 February 2013.  Mr Paul informed the Council that he had written to the County Council asking a number of questions about the revised proposals and about the apparent urgency in dealing with the scheme.

	RESOLVED:		to support the revised proposals and double yellow lines 			in principle, subject to further discussions on the details.

276	Countywide Review of Recent Flooding Events

	With reference to Minute No 260 the Council discussed the contents of a letter from Mr R Bryant, Democratic Services Manager and Corporate Support Lead, TDBC informing the Council that there would be a countywide review of the recent flooding events, which had been previously circulated.  Councillors from all Somerset District Councils and the County Council will be meeting as a Joint Steering Group to agree the best format for the Inquiry.  It is intended to have one event in the County with all interested groups and organisations, with a number of sessions to discuss prevention, action during the flooding and post-flooding action.  Further details on the event will be issued as soon as possible.

	RESOLVED:		to note the contents of the letter.

277	Somerset Association of Local Councils - Report of the West Area Meeting on Thursday 6 December 2012

	With reference to Minute No 261 (2) Mrs Allgrove reported that various issues had been discussed including the Localism Act; the future of Local Public Audit; internet banking and Council Tax support.



278	Taunton Deane Citizenship Awards 2013

	The Clerk reported the receipt off a letter from Councillor Terry Hall, Mayor of Taunton Deane asking for nominations for the Citizenship Awards for 2013 by 1 March 2013, which had been previously circulated.

279	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported on the following:-

	There was a site meeting along Galmington Drive on Wednesday morning 17 January 2013 with Mr I Titcombe, County Councillor Alan Paul, Borough Councillor Alan Wedderkopp, Mr Larcombe and the Clerk to discuss the parking problems and issues with the bus not being able to get through because of the parked cars.  Mr Paul will be attending a County Council meeting and reporting back.
	Deane DLO had been asked to repair the broken fence on the footpath at the rear of Scafell Close and cut the growth back from the pavement at the rear of Glasses Mead Open Space along Queensway (by the railings on the bridge).
	Parts of the footways in Burchs Close will be surfaced in  the week commencing 11 February 2013.
	Progress Update Sheet on Connecting Devon and Somerset signs £94 million contract with BT to deliver superfast broadband across Devon and Somerset.
	Taunton Deane Borough Council is issuing a Draft Charging Schedule for the Introduction of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in Taunton Deane for consultation between 1 February and 15 March 2013.
	A copy of Thatch Winter 2012/12 from the Community Council for Somerset.

A copy of News from EDF Energy - Hinkley Point C Newsletter - February 2013.
Bishop Henderson Primary school Newsletter - Issue 2012/13: 5.

280	Accounts

RESOLVED:	to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Comeytrowe Community Hall - Hire of Room			-             £39.60
	Taunton Deane Borough Council - Replace broken Cradle
	 Seat on Swings on Penny’s Field					-           £132.00
	BT Payments services Ltd - Telephone				-             £84.54
	HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary December 2012	-        £1,015.75
	HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary January 2013	-        £1,015.75


281	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:		to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 4 March 2013 at 7.30pm.
The meeting closed at 9.55pm.



Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

