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Minutes	of the Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 4 March 2013 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Valerie Ball, Mr Paul Grant, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Mr Keith Woodmason, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Paul, County Councillor for Taunton West; Mr Stephen Martin-Scott, County Councillor for Trull; Mrs J Wooldridge, Chairman of Trull Parish Council; Mr J W Jenkins, Clerk and 5 parishioners.

	Before the meeting commenced the residents present expressed their disappointment at the meeting held by Taunton Deane Borough Council in the Community Hall on 25 February 2013 on the Site Allocations and Development Management Plan, including the lack of information; the apparent lack of knowledge of the effects the proposed development would have on Comeytrowe and the surrounding area and the short deadline for responses to the consultation.  Strong objections were expressed about the proposal to build up to 2,000 houses adjoining the Parish including its impact on the South West side of Taunton; the affect of the raised numbers and demand upon the infrastructure; overdevelopment; flooding issues and additional water input to the Galmington Stream; lack of facilities; impact of additional traffic on local roads; school places; industrial use of the site and where the new jobs for the area would come from.

282	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 February 2012, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman, subject to recording that PCSO Sue Thompson was moving to Williton in Minute No 267.

283	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mrs Jean Allgrove and Mr Simon Nicholls.

284	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	Mr Grant declared that his property overlooked the proposed development in respect of Agenda Item Number 6.

285	Update on Parish Issues from the Police

	The Clerk reported that recent crime figures for the Parish were again low, with 5 reported crimes and 2 reports of anti-social behaviour.  If you have information about any crime, please phone the police on 101.  Following changes to the Enquiry Office opening hours at Taunton Police Station in 2011 a review is now taking place to see how effective these changes are.




286	Provision of Speed Indicator Devices (SID) along Comeytrowe Lane from Galmington Road to Claremont Drive

	With reference to Minute No 268 the Clerk reported the contents of an email from Mr D Grabham, Traffic Engineer, SCC informing the Council that a temporary SID will be installed along Comeytrowe Lane for a 2 week period commencing 24 June 2013.  It will operate 24/7 for the 2 weeks and will record the numbers and speed of every vehicle that approaches it.  At the end of the 2 weeks the results will be sent to the Parish Council, County Councillor and other interested parties and the figures produced will determine whether or not this location will qualify for inclusion in the SID programme (to qualify the resultant average speed must equal or exceed 36mph in a 30mph limit).

	RESOLVED:		to discuss further when the results are received. 

287	Parish Council’s Response to the Public Consultation on the Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Plan (Exhibition by Taunton Deane Borough Council held in The Walker Room, Comeytrowe Community Hall on Monday 25 February 2013)	

	With reference to Minute No 272 the Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had attended Trull Parish Council’s meeting on 18 February to listen to their discussions on the above Plan (and had invited their Chairman Mrs J Wooldridge to tonight’s meeting).  The Council discussed the Exhibition on the 25 February and the information available at the meeting.  The Council then discussed in some detail a letter that had been drafted by the Chairman and Clerk in response to the Public Consultation and with some amendments the Council agreed to forward the letter to Taunton Deane Borough Council (see Appendix 1 attached to these Minutes).  The Council also agreed to express their disappointment that the Exhibition in the Community Hall was so close to the deadline for responses to the Consultation, especially in view of the significant impact this proposed development will have on the Parish and local residents.

	The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from Mr N Webb, Meeting Place Communications on behalf of the Consortium inviting representatives from the Council to a Planning Workshop on Friday 8 March at 9.30am at Taunton Conference Centre, Somerset College.  Attendance at the workshop would be by invitation only for interested parties and groups and there would be a follow up meeting on Friday 21 June 2013 to build upon discussions of the first meeting.  There would also be a separate exhibition which would be open to all members of the public and details would be announced shortly.  The Clerk was asked to pass on details of the Planning Workshop to The Castle School, Parkfield Primary School and College Way Doctors Surgery. 

	RESOLVED:		i)	to oppose any development adjoining its Parish 				because it believes it is not in Taunton’s interests 				to have further development in the area and for 				the particular issues and reasons outlined in the 				Council’s detailed letter to Taunton Deane 					Borough Council

				ii)	to put an article in the April 2013 edition of the 					Galmington & Comeytrowe News.

				iii)	to ask Mr Larcome, Mr Woodmason, Mrs Zoers 				and Mr Zoers to attend the Planning Workshop.

288	Claremont Drive - Local Road Safety Scheme - Improvements to the Footpath/Cycleway Crossing

	With reference to Minute No 275 Mr Paul informed the Council that he was still in discussions with Highways officers at Somerset County Council on (i) increasing driver awareness of the use of the crossing point by schoolchildren (ii) better visibility for drivers approaching the crossing point and for cyclists and pedestrians crossing, including the length of double yellow lines and whether or not there should be any yellow lines at all.  There had been a number of objections from local residents on the proposed yellow lines and (iii) the shape and width of the wooden barriers themselves, to force cyclists, especially children in large groups, to dismount, or at least slow down at the crossing point.  The County Council were still aiming to complete the works by the end of March 2013 to meet financial targets.

	RESOLVED:		to support Mr Paul in his continuing discussions with the 			County Council.

289	Countywide Review of Recent Flooding Events

	With reference to Minute No 276 the Clerk read out an email from Mr R Bryant, Democratic Services Manager and Corporate Support Lead, TDBC asking the Council  to complete a Comments Form on the problems caused by the recent flooding and to give details of the areas/roads, etc that were most affected.  This information would then be discussed by Councillors from all Somerset District Councils and the County Council and all other interested groups and organisations in order to identify, review and address common issues and problems.  The Council discussed issues/problems along Comeytrowe Road, from Queensway to Dipford Road; Lloyd Close; Galmington Stream; College Way, Pitts Close and Burchs Close.

	RESOLVED:		to ask the Clerk to complete and return the Comments 			Form to Taunton Deane Borough Council.

290	Report of the Planning Panel

Application No 52/2013/0004 - Erection of Dwelling and Detached Garage on Land Adjacent to Highcroft, Comeytrowe Lane, Taunton

		RESOLVED:		to support the above application in principle, 						subject to the access being suitable for the 						additional traffic use from this proposed dwelling, 					as the single entrance comes out on to 							Comeytrowe Lane on a bend and the narrow part 					of the Lane.

	Application No 52/2012/0034 - Erection of First Floor Extension and Re-Roofing of Rear Single Storey Extension at 11 Galmington Drive, Taunton

	Application No 52/2013/0005 - Re-Roofing of Dormer Windows and Installation of Rooflights at Highcroft, Comeytrowe Lane, Taunton


	Application No 52/2013/0007 - Erection of Conservatory to the Side of 6 Hoveland Drive, Taunton


	RESOLVED:		to support the above applications.

	The Clerk reported that there would be a Planning Training Session on Transport Issues in the John Meikle Room at The Deane House on 23 April 2013 at 6.00pm.


		RESOLVED:		to ask Mr Grant, Mr Larcombe and Mr Zoers to 						attend the Training Session.

291	Penny’s Field - Renewal of Contracts for Grass Cutting and Maintenance for the Next 3 Financial Years

	The Clerk reported that the 3-year contracts with Parsons Landscapes for the grass cutting and the Deane DLO for the inspection of the play equipment and collection of litter expired on the 31 March 2013.  As a result he had asked for quotations for a further 3 years from 1 April 2013 to 31 March 2016.

	The Clerk reported that he had received quotations from Parsons Landscapes Ltd and the Deane DLO for cutting the grass and other ground maintenance works on the Open Space and the rear of Langham Gardens for the next 3 years.  Parsons Landscapes Ltd was £1,258.00 for Year 1; £1,295.74 for Year 2 and £1,334.43 for Year 3, all plus VAT and the Deane DLO was £1,786.25, plus VAT for each of the 3 years.  The Parish Council continued to be pleased with the way Parsons Landscapes had maintained the Open Space during the last 3 years.

	RESOLVED:		to accept the quotation from Parsons Landscapes Ltd.

	The Clerk reported that he had received a quotation from the Deane DLO for collecting litter and emptying the bins 3 times per week from March to October and once a week from November to February of £1,054.90, plus VAT for each of the next 3 years and for inspecting the play equipment weekly all year round of £379.44, plus VAT for each of the next 3 years.  The Deane DLO were the only people able to undertake this work and had continued to provide an acceptable standard over the last 3 years.

	RESOLVED:		to accept the quotation from the Deane DLO.



292	Parking Problems along Galmington Drive and Somerset County Council’s Parking Policy
	
	Mr Paul informed the Council that since the recent site meeting with Mr I Titcombe, SCC; Mr Larcombe and the Clerk, Mr Wedderkopp and himself had done extensive house-to-house calls along Galmington Drive.  Residents clearly want the most resident-friendly solution, which would clear commuters and stop the regular hold-ups of buses, recycling lorries and emergency vehicles, which impact on Comeytrowe residents at 9 bus stops every time a bus is turned back or stuck in Galmington Drive.  This means single yellow lines, with restrictions for one hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon during normal working hours for the whole of Galmington Drive not already restricted with double yellow lines.  This is based on an assessment that congestion would be alleviated if the number of cars were considerably reduced, but a completely clear road was not necessary.  If the Council agreed with this course of action Mr Paul agreed to discuss further with Mr Titcombe.

	RESOLVED:		to support single yellow lines along Galmington Drive, 			with restrictions for one hour in the morning and one 				hour in the afternoon, during normal working hours.
	
293	Local Choices Events - Feedback from Somerset County Council

	With reference to Minute No 254 the Clerk reported the receipt of a feedback document from Mr N Rea, Customer and Communities Director, SCC on the Local Choices Events held in the autumn of 2012.  An update on progress from the workshops will be sent out later this spring along with details of future events.  An event to launch the Community Youth Club Handbook produced by SCC’s Youth and Community Service will be held on Monday 18 March 2013 at 6.00pm at Taunton Library.

294	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported on the following:-

	The Department for Communities and Local Government had confirmed that the Section 137 index linked value per elector for the 2013/14 was £6.80.  This is the amount which when multiplied by the number of electors gives the cash limit on the total spend that a Town or Parish Council (without the General Power of Competence) may spend in the year under the Section 137 powers.
	Mrs Sam Winter started work as the part-time Assistant to the County Secretary in February, replacing Pat Sollis who had retired after many years excellent work with the Association.
	The footways in Burchs Close had been re-surfaced.
	A copy of Thatch Bulletin Number 2 - February 2013 from the Community Council for Somerset.

Bishop Henderson Primary school Newsletter - Issue 2012/13: 6.




295	Accounts

RESOLVED:	to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Mr S Sawyer - Cleaning Bus Shelter				-             £20.00
	Taunton Deane Borough Council - Annual Maintenance
	 Fee for Penny’s Field						-        £1,681.08
	HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary February 2013	-        £1,015.75

296	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:		to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 8 April 2013 at 7.30pm.


The meeting closed at 10.05pm.




Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

