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Minutes	of a Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 3 November 2008 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mrs Valerie Ball, Mrs Helen Hill, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Mr Keith Woodmason, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers, together with Mr Alan Paul, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe and County Councillor for Taunton West; PC Nick Stone (3812); Alison Hulin, Public Contact Manager, Taunton Police Station and Mr Jason Tait, Planning Prospects on behalf of the Civil Service Sports Club.

Before the meeting commenced Mr Paul reported that (i) there had been objections to the proposed Traffic Order for Galmington Road and (ii) Somerset County Council may undertake the required remedial works on the footpath from Comeytrowe Lane to Galmington Drive.

Mr Tait outlined the changes to the Planning Application for the Sports Centre in College Way (52/2008/019) including the entrance to the site; the footpath in front of the Centre along College Way; the external design and appearance of the Centre; moving the building further into the site away from College Way; the cycleway footpath from College Way along the boundary of the site towards Trull Road and the application from Queens College (52/2008/034) in respect of their proposed purchase of the remainder of the site.

290	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 October 2008, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman, subject to recording that Mrs Helen Hill was present at the meeting.

291	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mr John Grellier, Mrs Christine Nicholls and Mrs Alison Peebles.

292	Tribute to the Late Mrs Margaret Dickson

	The Council paid tribute to Mrs Dickson a former founder member of Comeytrowe Parish Council and Mayor of Taunton Deane Borough Council in 1992/93 who sadly died on 21 October 2008

293	Update on Parish Issues from PC Nick Stone (3812)

	With reference to Minute No 274 PC Stone reported that there had been no dwelling burglaries for the last 2.5 weeks; that there had been no calls on Halloween evening, with various events organised, both in the Parish and in the Town, for young people; that he had spoken on various occasions with the young people who gather at the Local Centre site in the evenings, including those in cars and that on two evenings apples at been thrown at the rear of house who backed onto Comeytrowe Road (leading to Trull).

	As part of the Partners and Communities Together (PACT) process, the Council discussed an email from Jane Knight, PCSO Support Officer informing the Council that a number of issues had been reported over the last 3 months including anti social behaviour at the Local Centre Site at Pitts Close; vehicles parking in the Doctor’s Surgery car park after hours; the recent spate of dwelling burglaries; apple throwing along Comeytrowe Road; dog fouling along Queensway and parking problems along Galmington Road.  The Council felt that most of these issues had been covered in PC Stone’s report and that the Galmington Road problems were actively being dealt with.

	RESOLVED:	to inform Jane Knight that PC Stone was dealing with the majority of the issues outlined and that the Council would like anti social behaviour and any resulting damage in the Parish kept to a minimum.

294	Penny’s Field

	1	With reference to Minute No 275 (1) the Clerk reported that (i) the Deane DLO had removed the black paint on the youth shelter and the graffiti on the white board behind the basketball net, but were unable to remove the white paint inside the shelter and (ii) he had asked Mr D Phelps to have a look at the shelter to see how the white paint could be removed or painted over.

		RESOLVED:	to confirm the action taken.

	2	The Clerk reported that he had asked Mr Whitemore at the Deane DLO to remove graffiti and replace the steering wheel on the play equipment in the Toddler’s Play Area.

		RESOLVED:	to confirm the action taken.

295	Galmington and Comeytrowe Local Action Team

	With reference to Minute No 276 Mrs Ball reported that Mrs Nutton had organised a fun evening at the Trident for the Galmington Massive youth group on 31 October 2008 for Halloween and that an agreement had been reached for a feasibility study on the Trident Youth and Community Centre.

296	Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the South West 2006-2026

With reference to Minute No 277 the Clerk handed out a copy to each member of the Council’s response to the Government Office of the South West.

The Clerk reported that Mrs T Khodabandehloo, Headteacher at Bishop Henderson Primary School would be unable to attend the meetings on 17 and 24 November 2008, but was hoping to arrange for someone else to represent the School.  As previously agreed Mr Larcombe, Mr Zoers and Mr Woodmason would be representing the Parish Council.

	RESOLVED:	to confirm the action taken.

297	Central Community Partnership

With reference to Minute No 278 the Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Mary Rousseau, Community Partnerships Co-ordinator informing the Council that the Central Partnership had been split into two areas, one for the unparished area of Taunton and one for the parished areas.  While discussions at meetings will focus on issues of concern for the specific area, members should feel free to attend whichever meeting they feel is most relevant.  The meeting for rural areas will be at Norton Fitzwarren Village Hall on Monday 17 November 2008 at 6.30pm and for the unparished area at the Albemarle Centre on Tuesday 2 December 2008 at 6.30pm.

Mr Woodmason left the meeting at 9.00pm.



298	Pioneer Somerset - Devolution of Services’ Survey

	With reference to Minute No 282 the Council discussed the Survey, which had been previously circulated, in greater detail and felt that they were prepared to answer Q’s 2 and 3, but not Q’s 4 and 5 at the present time.  The Council were unanimous in their support for the work and role carried out by Mr D Greig as Parish Liaison Officer at Taunton Deane Borough Council.

	RESOLVED:	to ask the Clerk to complete and return the Survey to South Somerset District Council.

Mr Paul left the meeting at 9.15pm.

299	Report of the Planning Panel

1	Application No 52/2008/019 - Erection of Sports Centre Comprising Indoor and Outdoor Facilities with Parking, Access, Footpath/Cycle Route and Associated Works at Civil Service Sports Club Ground, College Way, Taunton, as Amplified by Agent’s Letter dated 19 June 2008 and Further Amended by Agent’s Letter Dated 3 October 2008 Together with Revised Plans 2462/(03), 100 REV G, 101 REV D, 001 REV K,   200REV D

		Mrs Paul declared a pecuniary interest and Mrs Allgrove an interest in the above application and did not take part in the discussion or vote.

		With reference to Minute No 261 (2) the Council discussed the amendments to the application in some detail.

		RESOLVED:	to make the following observations/comments:-

1	Further detailed information is required on the proposed footpath/cycleway link, including:-

- how it merges with the access road from Trull Road into the car park and how it will deal with the interaction with cars/cyclists/pedestrians
- whether or not there will be proper segregation for cyclists/pedestrians from the entrance to the car park and the present sports club building
- who will upgrade the existing footpath from College Way to Fulwood Close into a cycleway/footpath in order to link to the proposed new cycleway/footpath
- how the new cycleway/footpath will merge safely with the existing section at Fulwood Close
- how the cycleway/footpath will merge safely with College Way
- how the proposed footpath link from the end of the cycleway/footpath at the College Way end will lead into the Sports Centre and will there be any measures to stop cyclists and pedestrians from crossing College Way at this point to prevent possible accidents, as there is an official crossing point further down College Way from Pitts Close?

2	The Council understand that the present football pitch on the opposite side of the fence in front of the existing sports club building is to be reduced in size, in order to accommodate the proposed new ycleway/footpath.  The Council would like to you to ensure that the football pitch still meets the FA minimum required length and width, together with the required space for spectators on the touchline, for adults football, as the pitch is already smaller than other football pitches used for adult football matches.

3	The Council support the complete removal of the proposed projecting wing at the entrance to the Sports Centre and the removal of the original proposed cladding.

4	What sort of security fence will go around the building and will the fencing along the College Way frontage be the same or similar to the existing security fencing in front of the Queens College premises?

5	The Council feel that there should be a secure gate to the main entrance to the Sports Centre, which should be locked when the Centre is closed to ensure that no vehicles can gain access to the car park area and to maintain adequate security.

6	Has all the highway issues along College Way and the entrance to the site been approved by the Highway Authority, including additional double yellow lines to prevent cars parking either side of the entrance to the Sports Centre?

7	Have the required legal agreements been completed with Queens College for the shared use of the land and Queens College facilities?

8	The Council note that the hard court lit area has now come out of this application and has been included in the Queens College application 52/2008/034.  As outlined in 7 above, the Council would wish to see this facility included in the legal agreement for shared use with Queens College and Taunton Deane Borough Council.  This hard court is presently well used by outside groups and organisations and should still be available for the wider community use.  This point has also been made in the Council’s comments on application 52/2008/034.

	2	Application No 52/2008/034 - Change of Use of Land and Buildings at Civil Service Sports Club, Trull Road, Taunton, from Assembly and Leisure Use (Class D2) to Non Residential Institution (Class D1) in Order to Incorporate it into the Adjacent Queens College Campus

	Mrs Paul declared a pecuniary interest and Mrs Allgrove an interest in the above application and did not take part in the discussion or vote.

	RESOLVED:	after discussing the above application in some detail, the Council agreed to make the following observations/comments:-


			
1	As requested in paragraph one of the Council’s letter on application 52/2008/019, further detailed information is required on the proposed footpath/cycleway link, including:-

- how it merges with the access road from Trull Road into the car park and how it will deal with the interaction with cars/cyclists/pedestrians
- whether or not there will be proper segregation for cyclists/pedestrians from the entrance to the car park and the present sports club building?

2	Would the main club building have a bar and, if so, will Queens College be applying for a new licence?

3	The Council note that the hard court lit area has now come out of application 52/2008/019 and has been included in the Queens College application above.  As outlined in paragraph 8 in the Council’s letter on application 52/2008/019, the Council would wish to see this facility included in the legal agreement for shared use with Queens College and Taunton Deane Borough Council.  This hard court is presently well used by outside groups and organisations and should still be available for the wider community use.

4	Will there be a time restriction in the evenings on the use of the facilities?

Application No 52/2008/032 - Removal of Condition Number 5 of Previous Application 52/2007/046 at Lime Trees, 98 Trull Road, Taunton

4	Application No 52/2008/033 - Erection of Two Storey Extension at 18 Somerset Avenue, Taunton

5	Application No 52/2008/035 - Erection of Dwelling with Car Port and Erection of Double Garage for Existing Dwelling at Lower Comeytrowe Farmhouse, Taunton
	
	RESOLVED:	to support the above applications.

6	Planning Approvals - Application No’s 52/2008/028 and 030

The Clerk reported that the above applications had been granted permission by the Local Planning Authority.

300	Taunton Deane Borough Council - BT Public Callbox Proposal

	With reference to Minute No 234 the Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Councillor Ross Henley, Leader of Taunton Deane Borough Council informing the Council that the public payphone beside the Shepherds Rest in Galmington Road will not now be removed by BT, due to an increase in usage over recent months.





301	Consultation on EDF’s Site at Hinkley Point

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Mr S Dunford, Hinkley Point Project Manager informing the Council of dates and venues for public exhibitions, as part of EDF’s community consultation programme on initial plans for a new power station at Hinkley Point.  A copy of a Hinkley Point Newsletter - October 2008 was handed out to each member.

Mrs Paul left the meeting at 9.55pm.

302	Somerset Association of Local Councils - Correspondence

	The Clerk reported the receipt of various items of correspondence including the Agenda for the next West Area Meeting at Crowcombe Village Hall on Thursday 4 December 2008 at 7.30pm; a copy of Communities in Control; Real People, Real Power: Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members and Employees - A Consultation, which invites views by 24 December 2008 on proposals for revising the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 and the Relevant Authorities (General Principles) Order 2001; changes to the Freedom of Information Act 2000, which requires attention to the Publication Scheme before 1 January 2008 and a copy of the NALC - Making it Happen - Annual Report and Accounts 2007-2008.

	RESOLVED:	to ask the Clerk to discuss the Code of Conduct and the Freedom of Information further with the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

303	Review of Clerks Salary

	The Chairman reported the receipt of a letter dated October 2008 from SALC informing the Parish Council that there had ben a national pay award increasing Clerks salaries by 2.45% from 1 April 2008.

	RESOLVED:	to increase the Clerks salary in line with the recommended national increase from 1 April 2008.

304	Traffic Problems - Galmington Road

	With reference to Minute No 245 the Clerk reported the receipt of the Public Notice affecting the Galmington Road Area - The Taunton Deane Borough (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting, Loading and Unloading) (Various Streets in Taunton) (No. 60 Amendment) Order 2008.  The closing date for representations on the proposed Order was 7 November 2008.

305	Wreath for Rememberance Sunday on 9 November 2008

	The Clerk reported that he had purchased the wreath for the Parish Council.

	RESOLVED:	to ask Mrs Juliet Willey to lay the wreath at St Michael’s Church on behalf of the Parish Council.

306	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported the receipt of the following:-

	1	an update from Karen Ather, Choice Based Lettings Project Officer, TDBC  lon the Homefinder Somerset Scheme and re-registration exercise.

	an update from Mr G Turner, Rights of Way Community and Volunteer Development Officer, SCC on public rights of way in the Parish.


3	a Guide for Parish Councils on Registering Your Land from Lisa Fry, Marketing Officer, Land Registry.
	
	4	a notice had been placed on the noticeboards for the Appointment of an Independent Member to TDBC’s Standards Board.

	5	it was agreed to support Mrs Zoers re-appointment as a Governor at Bishop Henderson Primary School.

307	Accounts

RESOLVED:	to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Somerset Avenue Residents Association - Grant for Grass
 Cutting on Open Spaces						-	   £375.00
	Taunton Deane Borough Council - Repairs to Multi-Play
 Equipment on Penny’s Field						-	     £76.38
Mr J W Jenkins - Poppy Wreath B					-	     £16.50
HM Revenue and Customs - Income Tax and National Insurance	-	   £256.20
Mr J W Jenkins - Salary October 2008				-	   £622.31

308	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:	to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 1 December
		2008 at 7.30pm.





Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

