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Minutes	of the Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 3 October 2016 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Keith Woodmason (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove,  Mr Paul Grant, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mr Simon Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson, and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Wedderkopp, County Councillor for Comeytrowe and Trull; Mr S Martin-Scott, Trull Neighbourhood Plan Group; Mr John Jenkins, Clerk and one member of the public.

224	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 September 2016, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman.

225	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mr Brian Larcombe, Miss Paula Rigby and Mrs Eileen Zoers.

226	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	None declared.

227	Update on Parish Issues from the Police

	The Clerk reported the receipt of the latest Watch Schemes Newsletter - Autumn 2016 which reminded residents to check their house security as the evenings were starting to get darker and Christmas was approaching.

228	Proposed Purchase of a Parish Defibrillator

	With reference to Minute No 211 Mr Nicholls informed the Council that he was confident that funds would be in place to purchase a defibrillator, including a grant from Trull Parish Lands Charity, but that he was still waiting to discuss the location of the unit with Tesco.  The Council discussed the costs for the annual maintenance and new battery for the defibrillator.

	RESOLVED:		to agree in principle to pay for the annual maintenance 			and new battery for the defibrillator and to discuss 				further at the November 2016 meeting.

229	Claremont Drive - Traffic Problems

	With reference to Minute No 215 the Clerk read out a letter dated 15 September 2016 from Jo Sharp, Traffic Engineering Technician (Taunton Deane Area), SCC informing the Council that following a site meeting with a work colleague and County Councillor Alan Wedderkopp to look at the issues with parked cars on the H bars across the bridge, she would be happy for 2 sections of double yellow lines to be implemented.  If the Parish Council accepted these proposals, they could be advertised on the next Taunton Deane Amendment Order.  The Council discussed the proposals and attached plan, including the views put forward by Mr Larcombe and felt that they were acceptable, but would strongly recommend that the double yellow lines should be the same length on either side of the road to the furthest point shown on the attached plan.

	RESOLVED:		to agree with the proposals for double yellow lines 				across the bridge, subject to the lines being the same 				length on both sides of the road and to thank County 				Councillor Alan Wedderkopp for his assistance.

230	Somerset Playing Fields Association - Field of the Year Competition - Penny’s Field

	With reference to Minute No 216 the Clerk reported that at the presentation evening at Woolavington Village Hall on 13 September 2016 the Parish Council had won the Bronze Award in the Playing Field of the Year 2016 in the smaller play area category for Penny’s Field, together with a cheque for £25.  The certificate had been collected by Mr Larcombe and Mrs Zoers.
	
	RESOLVED:	to place the certificate on the noticeboard at the Comeytrowe Community Hall.

231	Somerset Association of Local Councils - Report on the Annual General Meeting and Area General Meetings at Edgar Hall, Somerton on 17 September 2016

	With reference to Minute No 218 Mrs Allgrove reported that she had been re-elected as President and elected on to the County Committee; Councillor Mel Usher had given a talk on Frome Town Council, being NALC Council of the Year; a speaker from Somerset Waste Partnership outlined their role on waste and recycling and SALC had now issued their Annual Report and Accounts for 2015/16.

232	Report of the Planning Panel

1	Application No 52/16/0022/T - Application to Carry Out Management Works to Two Lime Trees and One Cherry included in Taunton Deane Borough (Comeytrowe No.1) Tree Preservation Order 1999 at 98 Trull Road, Taunton (TD835)

2	Application No 52/16/0023 - Erection of Second Storey above Existing Garage at 15 Galmington Drive, Taunton
	
	RESOLVED:		to support the above applications.

3	Planning Applications Approved by Taunton Deane Borough Council

	Application No 52/16/0014/T - Application to Fell One Pine Tree included in Taunton Deane Borough (Taunton No.1) Tree Preservation Order 1987 at 53 Galmington Drive, Taunton (TD375)

	Application No 52/16/0018 - Erection of Single Storey Front Extension at 59 Queensway, Taunton

	Application No 52/16/0020 - Erection of Single Storey Rear Extension at Tamarisk, 7 Highfield, Taunton

4	Planning Training Session

	The Clerk reported that there would be a training session on Heritage issues on Tuesday 29 November 2016 in the John Meikle Room at The Deane House starting at 6.00pm.

	5	Trull & Staplehay Neighbourhood Development Plan

		With reference to Minute No 214 (5) the Clerk reported an email from 	Ann Rhodes, Policy Officer (Planning and Environment), TDBC&WSC 	informing the Council that the Independent Examiner will not be 	holding a public hearing as part of the Trull examination, but will deal 	with the Plan on written information received.

	6	In view of the email and attachments from Alan Paul that had been 	circulated to all members, the Clerk reminded members that Somerset 	County Council’s Scrutiny Committee would be held on Tuesday 11 	October at 10.00am at County Hall, when it was hoped to challenge 	the County Councils Highways policy, including how they deal with 	highway implications of major applications and community 	engagement.

233	Department for Communities and Local Government - The 2017/18 Local Government Finance Settlement - Technical Consultation Paper

	The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from Sam Winter, County Information Officer, Somerset Association of Local Councils informing the Parish Council that the Government’s Technical Consultation Paper goes further than imposing capping on larger councils and now proposes imposing the cap on all councils.  This means that the principles for Town and Parish Councils would be the same as for Shire Districts, which permits increases of less than 2% or up to and including £5, whichever is the higher, without triggering a referendum.  Amounts above this would require a referendum, which the Parish Council would have to pay for.  Pages 13 and 14 of the Consultation Paper refer to extending referendum principles to all parishes.  The consultation period will close on 28 October 2016.  The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Councillor Ken Browse, Chairman of the National Association of Local Councils asking for all Town and Parish Councils support in opposing the Government’s proposals.  As the deadline was before the next meeting of the Council it was felt that the best way forward was to ask the Policy Panel to meet and forward a response to the Department for Communities and Local Government by 28 October.

	RESOLVED:		to ask the Policy Panel to meet and forward a response 			to the Department for Communities and Local 					Government by 28 October 2016.

234	Glasses Mead Open Space

	The Clerk reported that following various requests to the Deane DLO to reduce some of the hedging and overgrown trees, especially along the raised bank beside the public footpath/cycleway through the centre of the open space, some work had taken place which was not up to the required standard.  As such, he had requested to meet Mr M Holloway from the DLO on site.  Mr Nicholls also reported that he had received complaints about the work carried out.

235	Proposed Development of Land at Trull/Comeytrowe

	With reference to Minute No 196 the Clerk reported on an article in the Somerset County Gazette dated 22 September 2016 where The Castle Partnership Trust had submitted a bid to the Department for Education to build two new Primary Schools in Taunton Deane.  One would be on the new development at Trull/Comeytrowe and called The Thomas Edison Primary School.  It would be a 14-form entry school with 450 places.  There would also be a nursery, the Bright Sparks Nursery, with 60 pre-school places.  The planned opening would be 2019 and in the first years for pre-school, reception and Year 1, with the school growing year on year.  The other one would be on the Longforth Farm development in Wellington.  The bid was supported by Somerset County Council.

236	Electoral Review of Taunton Deane

	With reference to Minute No 212 the Clerk reported that the review had been suspended due to Taunton Deane’s plan to merge with West Somerset Council.

237	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk and Members reported on the following:-

	1	An email from Drummond Modley, Wessex Water outlining their major infrastructure improvement works throughout the region and information on their Wessex Water Grid Community Fund.
	The Minutes of the Comeytrowe Community Hall Meeting on 26 September 2016.  Mrs Allgrove reported that BT had installed the phone in the Hall free of charge.
	A copy of the September 2016 Newsletter from Somerset Community Foundation.
	A copy of the September 2016 Newsletter from Somerset Waste Partnership.
	The payment into Lloyds Bank of the £1,800.00 Playing Field Maintenance Grant from Taunton Deane Borough Council.








238	Accounts

RESOLVED:		to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	Comeytrowe Community Hall - Hire of Rooms			-             £14.10
	Mr J W Jenkins - Stamps						-               £7.68
HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary September 2016	-        £1,043.71
Mrs J Allgrove - Mileage						-             £18.00

239	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:		to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 7 November 2016 at 7.30pm.


The meeting closed at 8.40pm.



Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

