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 Minutes	of a Meeting of Comeytrowe Parish Council held in the Community Hall on Monday 6 September 2010 at 7.30pm.

Present	Mr Brian Larcombe (Chairman), Mrs Jean Allgrove, Mrs Valerie Ball, Mr Paul Grant, Mrs Christine Nicholls, Mrs Jill Paul, Mrs Alison Peebles, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Mrs Eileen Zoers and Mr Keith Zoers.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr Alan Paul, Borough Councillor for Comeytrowe and County Councillor for Taunton West; Mrs Mollie Floyd and Mr Alan Wedderkopp, Borough Councillors for Comeytrowe; PC Charlie Gear (657) and Mr J W Jenkins (Clerk).

584	Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 July 2010, having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman, subject to noting that Mrs Mollie Floyd was not present at the meeting.

585	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mr John Grellier and Mr Keith Woodmason.

586	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda

	Mr Grant informed the Council that he would declare an interest when Planning Application No’s 52/10/0025 and 52/10/0026LB were discussed under Agenda Item Number 7.

587	Update on Parish Issues from PC Charlie Gear (657)

	PC Gear reported that the crime figures and the reported anti-social behaviour problems were low for the previous two months.  The Clerk reported that the Office of Fair Trade was running a major campaign in the press to warn against bogus or doorstep callers, with the most common complaints against roofing, tarmacing and garden maintenance and the elderly were often targeted.  The Clerk reported the receipt of the Somerset West Police District Information Bulletin June-October 2010 and the Police News - Summer 2010 Issue 3.

588	Repairs to Multi Play Equipment on Penny’s Field

1	The Clerk reported that following discussions with Mr N Whitemore, Deane DLO in late July 2010 about the safety of the multi play equipment, he had asked him to remove the back end of the equipment as it was rocking and deemed to be unsafe and fill in the holes in the safety surface.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman had agreed with this course of action.  At the same time, the Clerk had also met PCSO Debbie Perry on site as the platform had been set alight and the Fire Brigade called.  However the platform had now been removed as it was part of the back end of the equipment that had been removed altogether.  Mr Whitemore had also carried out repairs to the safety surfacing.
		RESOLVED:		to confirm the action taken.
	
	2	The Council discussed the replacement of the multi play equipment, including the type of equipment, the age range of users and associated costs.  It was agreed to take on board the views of young children in the area.  Mrs Zoers agreed to look into the type of replacement equipment further and report back to a future meeting of the Council.

589	Parking Problems in the Parish

With reference to Minute No’s 531 and 552 the Clerk reported that he had received a further email from Mr M Strange of Patrum Close regarding the parking problems along Comeytrowe Lane from Beechfields towards Somerset Avenue and a letter and photographs from Mrs S Wilmott of 49 Gill Crescent about parking problems along Queensway as you exist from Gill Crescent.  PC Gear informed the Council that he had visited both sites on a number of occasions and did not see that there were particular problems and that similar parking existed all around the Parish.  The Council discussed the road safety and obstruction issues around the Parish and the effects on the buses, emergency vehicles and the residents themselves.  Borough Councillor Alan Paul informed the Council that he had arranged a site meeting with Ian Titcombe, Traffic Engineer, SCC and Borough Councillors Mollie Floyd and Alan Wedderkopp on Wednesday 8 September 2010 to look at various parking issues around the Parish and was also inviting the Parish Council to attend.

	RESOLVED:	to ask the Clerk to attend the site meeting and to discuss further at the October 2010 meeting.

PC Gear left the meeting at 8.25pm.

590	Report of the Planning Panel

	1	Application No 52/10/0022 - Change of Use of Land from Amenity Land to Residential Curtilage with Retention of the Shed and Erection of Conservatory to Rear and Side of 7 Beechfields, Taunton (Part of Development already Undertaken)

	RESOLVED:	to support the above application in principle, subject to a planning condition being placed on the approval to remove the permitted development rights.  This would then require the applicant to apply for planning permission for any future development at the property, especially in respect of the land that was previously designated as amenity land.

2	Application No 52/10/0023 - Erection of Extension to a Shop at 60 Galmington Road, Taunton

	The Clerk reported that with the approval of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman he had supported that above application on the basis that it was very similar to a previous application that had been approved by the Local Planning Authority.

	RESOLVED:		to confirm the action taken.

3	Application No 52/10/0024 - Erection of a Conservatory to the Rear of 23 Denning Close, Taunton

4	Application No 52/10/0025 - Internal and External Alterations to Provide Additional Student Rooms, Teaching Space and Bathrooms with Relocation of External Staircase at Queens College, Trull Road, Taunton

5	Application No 52/10/0025LB - Internal and External Alterations to Provide Additional Student Rooms, Teaching Space and Bathrooms with Relocation of External Staircase at Queens College, Trull Road, Taunton

6	Application No 52/10/0027 - Erection of Conservatory to Rear at 31 Deane Drive, Comeytrowe

7	Application No 52/10/0028 - Erection of Double Garage at Lane House, 96B Trull Road, Taunton

8	Application No 52/10/0029 - Erection of Single Storey Extension at 14 Bovet Close, Galmington

	RESOLVED:		to support the above applications.

	9	Application No 52/10/0018 - Demolish Rear Study and Replace with Single Storey Extension with Balcony at 4 Ash Crescent, Comeytrowe

	With reference to Minute No 578 (1) the Clerk reported that the Local Planning Authority had approved the above application with Planning Condition 4 stating that “The opaque glazed screens proposed to the sides of the balcony of the building shall be obscure glazed in accordance with details that shall previously have been submitted to and agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority.  The agreed screens shall be installed prior to the balcony being brought into use and thereafter retained as such.”  The Clerk read out emails from Mr M and Mrs A Richards and Mr M and Mrs D Booth thanking the Parish Council for their support.

	10	Application No 52/10/0013 - Erection of Two Dwellings in the Garden of High Green, Comeytrowe Lane, Comeytrowe (Revised Access Arrangements to 52/09/0048) as Amended

	With reference to Minute No 554 (1) the Clerk reported that the Local Planning Authority had approved the above application with the revised access now being further down Comeytrowe Lane and entering the site just before Comeytrowe Rise.  There was also a Note to Applicant Number 2 stating that “The illustrative master plan for the future development of the site, submitted for information, is noted.  The Local Planning Authority considers that any further residential development should be part of a wider comprehensive development through the LDF process and would not support piecemeal development.”

	11	Planning Approvals - Application No’s 52/10/0019 and 0021

	The Clerk reported that the above applications had been granted permission by the Local Planning Authority.

591	Future of Pond off College Way at the Rear of Bradford Close
	
	The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from Chris Mulcahy, Deane DLO outlining the present problems with the pond and the water quality, which had been made worse by the dry summer and suggesting that the pond is broken up and filled in with top soil.

	RESOLVED:	to inform Mr Mulcahy that the Council are totally opposed to the filling in of the pond, which has beern there a long time and is a prominent feature of the estate and more importantly the whole Parish. 

592	Review of 2009/10 Winter Maintenance Services

	The Council discussed the contents of a letter from Mr D Peake, Highway Service Manager - Taunton Deane, SCC, which had been previously circulated.  Mrs Ball reported that she had attended an Open Evening at the Priorswood Highway Depot on 24 August 2010 to discuss winter maintenance issues including gritting/salting, number of vehicles used, types of road to be treated, costs, grit bins and their use, etc in view of the exceptional conditions during last winter.  The Council discussed the type of roads to be treated, the location and use of grit bins, obtaining supplies of grit for voluntary use and movement around the Parish in difficult conditions.

	RESOLVED:	to ask members to identify priority areas/roads and to discuss further at the October 2010 meeting.

593	Core Strategy Allocations at Comeytrowe

	With reference to Minute No 514 the Clerk reported the receipt of a response from Jeremy Browne MP and an article in the Somerset County Gazette on 19 August 2010 regarding the removal of the large housing development in Comeytrowe.  The Clerk read out a letter from Mr N Bryant, Strategy Lead, TDBC informing the Council that the Borough Council had set a reduced target of 15,000 homes over the period 2008-2026; the large scale housing proposed for Comeytrowe was no longer needed; they were looking at the exact sites for development within Taunton Deane; it was premature to say that no development will occur in the Comeytrowe area over the Plan period, but any growth is likely to be limited and there are a number of constraints which may prevent large scale development of Comeytrowe over the next 15 years.

	RESOLVED:	to inform Mr Bryant that the Council are pleased with the contents of his letter, but would like to reiterate the contents of their letter dated 24 February 2010 and still feel strongly that there can be no further housing development, whatever the size or number of houses, in the Comeytrowe area without the necessary infrastructure and access roads to support it.

594	Local Referendums to Veto Excessive Council Tax Increases - Consultation

	The Clerk reported that the above Consultation document had been issued with a closing date of 10 September 2010.  A response agreed with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had been sent to the Somerset Association of Local Councils by 27 August 2010.  Following this a letter, which had been previously circulated, had been prepared to send to the Department for Communities and Local Government, which outlined the short consultation period; a small increase in money terms on the parish precept could mean a large percentage increase, which is totally misleading; the need to provide local facilities, eg play equipment; Parish and Town Councils should not be penalised for a reduction in Principal Authorities spending; the cost of a referendum would be excessive at Parish level and that the scheme should only apply to precepts over say a minimum of £750,00 per annum.

	RESOLVED:		to send the letter to the Department for C&LG.

595	Community Safety Consultation Survey

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter and consultation leaflet from Heidi Hogben, Community Safety, SCC asking for views on the highest community safety priorities for Somerset and the local area in which residents live.

	RESOLVED:		to ask members to complete and return their own leaflet.

596	Removal of Speed Camera Signs

	The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Dan Martin, Principal Local Transport Plan Implementation Officer, SCC informing the Council that a number of the black and white signs, showing the silhouette of a camera, are repeated and not necessary and will now be taken away.  The removal of these signs will not reduce the level of camera enforcement in place.  Exceeding speed limits is illegal and increases the risk of an accident.

597	Somerset Association of Local Councils - Annual General Meeting and Area General Meetings on Saturday 25 September 2010 at Woolavington Village Hall at 10,00am

	The Clerk reported the receipt of the Agenda and Minutes for the Annual General and Area General Meetings above and the Annual Report and Accounts for 2009/10.  Mrs Allgrove informed the Council that she would not be seeking re-election as Chairman of SALC at the meeting.  

598	Community Council for Somerset - Annual General Meeting 2010 and Community Project Showcase on Wednesday 15 September 2010 at Horton Village Hall at 4.00pm

	The Clerk reported the receipt of the Agenda for the Annual General Meeting and the Community project Showcase and a Review of the Year 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010.  Mr and Mrs Zoers would be attending the meeting.

	RESOLVED:		to issue a copy of the Review to each member.

Mrs Floyd left the meeting at 9.35pm.

599	Letter from Taunton Transition Town - Inspiring our Deane Communities to Become “Resilient”

	The Clerk reported that he had met Chrissie Godfrey to discuss the possibility of holding a workshop in The Walker Room in late September or during October 2010.  The Council would need to provide the venue, with tea and coffee and publicity for the workshop.  The Council agreed to hold the workshop on Tuesday 19 October 2010 in The Walker Room at Comeytrowe Community Hall at 7.00pm, to provide tea and coffee and advertise the workshop in the Galmington and Comeytrowe News and on the noticeboards.  Mrs Allgrove, Mrs Ball and Mrs Zoers agreed to help with the workshop.

	RESOLVED:		to ask the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements.

600	Receipt of Correspondence and Items of Interest

The Clerk reported the following:-

	work will start shortly to improve the junction at the A38 Wellington Road/Bishops Hull/Comeytrowe Lane Crossroads.

Somerset County Council will be reviewing and planning for the future of the Library Service and will be holding consultation meetings at Priorswood Library at 2.30pm and at Taunton Library at 7.00pm on Thursday 7 October 2010.
the payment into Lloyds Bank of the £1,800.00 Playing Field Maintenance Grant from TDBC.
the payment into Lloyds Bank of the £226.71 for the VAT refund for the 2009/10 financial year from HR Revenue & Customs.
information from Somerset Waste Partnership that the remaining residents in the Parish will be added to the SORT IT PLUS collections from13 and 20 September 2010.
an update on Somerset’s Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy.  The Board at its AGGM on 25 June 2010 agreed that the strategy review would be extended to March 2011 with public consultation on the preferred option ending in June 2011.
a Somerset Primary Care Trust questionnaire on Pharmacy Services at the Local Centre, Pitts Close had been returned by the 20 August 2010.
a letter from Dr P Heffer, Chair of Avon and Somerset Police Authority asking for nominations for the Community policing Awards 2010.
a Fire and Rescue Service questionnaire had been returned to SALC by the 16 August 2010.
a Stakeholder Workshop on ‘Preferred Proposals’ Consultation for Hinkley Point C organised by EDF Energy will take place on Tuesday 14 September 2010 at the Holiday inn, Taunton at 6.30pm.
resurfacing works are planned to take place during February 2011 from College Way to Ramshorn Close and from the Shepherds Rest to Deane Drive.
a copy of Somerset County Council’s Annual Report 2009/10.
a copy of Twentyfourseven - Edition 12 - Summer 2010 from South Western Ambulance Service.
a copy of the Annual Report 2009/10 from the Taunton and District Citizens Advice Bureau.  The AGM would be held on 8 September 2010 at St John Ambulance HQ, Canon Street, Taunton at 12noon.
information from SCC on the Tour of Britain Cycle Race 2010 from Minehead to Teignmouth on 14 September and from Tavistock to Glastonbury on 15 September.
a problem on Public Footpath T3/27 to the rear of Ash Crescent.
a copy of the Annual Report & Accounts - 2009/10 from Somerset Playing Field Association and The Playing Field Newsletter - Summer 2010.

601	Accounts

RESOLVED:		to authorise the payment of the following accounts:-

	HM Revenue and Customs and Mr J W Jenkins - Income
 Tax, National Insurance and Clerks Salary June 2010		-        £1,030.85

602	Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:		to hold the next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 4 October 2010 at 7.30pm.


The meeting closed at 10.05pm.




Chairman........................................................................................................


Date..............................................................................................................

