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INTRODUCTION 

HISTORY OF GOOLE 

The word Goole is an Anglo-Saxon word meaning ‘outlet to a river'. Goole did not 

exist until the early 1800's. Until then there were small farming villages nearby at 

Hook, Airmyn, Howden and a few houses where Old Goole is now situated. The rural 

past is reflected in some of the street names such as Westfield and Marshfield.  

In 633 AD the area was the site of the Battle of Hatfield in which the powerful 

Northumbrian King called Edwin was defeated by Penda, King of the Mercians (the 

midlands). The king's head was laid in a small chapel in York which was later to 

become the site of York Minster. In later centuries Hatfield became the site of a 

manor and a famous Bishop of Durham called Thomas Hatfield was born there. His 

tomb lies below the bishops' throne in Durham Cathedral. For most of its history the 

land surrounding Hatfield known as Hatfield Chase was a swampy, fenland area and 

stretched far into Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire.  

The history of Goole really begins when a Dutch Engineer Cornelius Vermuyden 

diverted the river Don by 10 miles to make it flow into the River Ouse rather than the 

River Trent. This was done at the request of the King who liked to go hunting on 

Hatfield Chase near Doncaster and was frustrated by the land always flooding. This 

allowed the land around Goole to become more habitable.  

In 1826, the Aire & Calder navigation company built a canal from Leeds to Goole. 

This was the start of Goole as we know it today and the town built up exporting coal 

from the West Riding of Yorkshire to the Continent.  

Various shipping lines set up in the town, each one having their own fleet of ships, 

ensigns and offices in the town. The railway came a few decades later with the 

Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway using the port as its outlet to the North Sea and 

boom time came.  

 

Other Goole engineers such as Stanhope, Aldham and Bartholomew invented radical 

ways to improve the efficiency of the docks. The most famous of these were the coal 

hoists. These allowed small barges (Tom Puddings) carrying coal from the Yorkshire 

coalfields to be lifted from the water and their contents loaded directly into waiting 

ships. These were in use until the mid 1970's and now only one of the original five 

remains. This is now a listed building.  

 



 

Goole’s NO5 Coal Hoist 

 

At its peak Goole was a rival to Hull.  There were passenger ferry services to Europe 

and the world and local steam packet services to Hull and York. For a town of 10,000 

people there were three cinemas, two theatres and a ridiculous amount of pubs serving 

both the locals and visiting sailors. Various municipal parks were built and the town 

expanded to the surrounding countryside. Goole benefited greatly from the 

manufacturing power of Yorkshire and rail links were built to Selby, Hull and 

Doncaster. A shipyard was built across the river in Old Goole.  

 

The Modern Port of Goole 

 

Goole is often called the port in green fields and looking at its distinctive skyline as 

viewed from the M62 motorway it is easy to see why. 

 

 
Goole’s skyline showing its twin water towers, parish church spire and dockland cranes 

Associated British Ports states ‘Goole is Britain's premier inland port. The 

combination of a strategic location at the heart of the country’s transport infrastructure 

along with extensive and expanding modern high quality facilities enables Goole to 

provide a rapid and cost effective service to its customers.’ 

 

Goole is situated at the heart of the country's transport infrastructure. Located on the 

River Ouse, some 80km from the open sea and 2km from the M62, only a half-hour’s 

drive is required to reach the heart of West and South Yorkshire. The North Midlands 

and North West are within two hours drive. The port also has rail connections to many 

cities and canal connections to West and South Yorkshire. 



 

Aerial view of the port 
 

A wide range of facilities are available at Goole for handling unitised, bulk and 

general cargo with a particular strength in containers, steel and timber.  

 

The demand for facilities continues to increase, and is met by both short and long-

term development plans. In recent years the port has attracted traffic levels not seen 

for over 40 years. ABP has invested significantly in Goole to ensure the port 

continues to offer some of the most advanced facilities in the United Kingdom for 

both general and specialist cargo-handling. 

 

Goole offers: 

• ·reduced haulage costs due to the port’s close proximity to the UK motorway 

network 

•  proximity to the industrial heartlands of West and South Yorkshire 

• availability of road, rail and canal transport 

• numerous general cargo berths as well as specialised terminals for 

containerised traffic, timber, bulks, cement, cereals and scrap metals 

• a wide range of facilities for unitised, bulk and general cargoes 

• particular strength in container-handling 

• almost 100,000 sq m of modern covered storage facilities’ 

LOCAL GOVERNANCE 
 

Goole is part of the East Riding of Yorkshire Council, which is the largest Unitary 

Authority in the country. 

 

Goole Town Council was established in 1983 and its responsibilities include:- 

 

• Management of Cinema/Theatre, arts outreach programme and community 

events. 

• Victorian Indoor Market. 

• Parks, gardens, allotments, opens spaces and nature reserves. 

• Sports venues. 

• Cemetery. 

• Play and recreation areas. 

• Town centre CCTV. 

• Planning consultee. 

 

The Council has 17 Members and the May 2011 elections resulted in 13 Labour and 4 

Independent Councillors being returned. 



 

DEMOGRAPHY OF GOOLE 

 

The last Census (1991) indicated a population of 18,700. 

 

Data from the Office of National Statistics at a Local Authority ward level indicate 

the following changes:- 

 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

19,117 19,249 19,483 19,625 19,648 

Annual 

Change 

0.7% 1.2% 0.7% 0.1% 

 

Projected population is shown in the table below:- 

 

2009 2010 2015 2020 2025 

19,928 20,069 20,792 21,540 22,315 

 

Projections are based on trends for ONS experimental population mid-year estimates 

2003-2007. 

 

Whilst not always picked up in official population statistics, the influence of EU 

migration, particularly migrants from eastern European countries, on Goole’s 

traditional population structure has been noticeable in recent years. 

 

Estimates of the migrant community in Goole range from 2,000 to 4,000.  The 

community consists mainly of Portuguese/Brazilians, Poles, Latvians, Lithuanians 

and Russians 

 

A community cohesion action plan has been adopted and a Migrant Engagement 

Team managed by Humber All Nations Alliance is there to assist migrants to settle 

into the local community. 

 

The East Riding of Yorkshire welcomed some of its newest citizens at a ceremony 

held at Goole High School in 2010 believed to be the first in the country to be hosted 

by a school. (see below). 

 

 
 

Patricia Mann, the East Riding’s superintendant registrar, who oversaw the formal 

part of proceedings, explained: “Since 2004, adults from overseas who successfully 

apply to become British citizens are required to attend a citizenship ceremony. The 

ceremonies are the final step in the process of becoming a British citizen and a way of 



formally welcoming new citizens into the community.” During the ceremony, new 

citizens are required to make an oath or affirmation of allegiance to Her Majesty The 

Queen and to pledge their loyalty to the United Kingdom. Patricia added: “We 

thought it would be a really nice idea to stage the ceremony at Goole High School 

so that pupils can see for themselves what it’s all about and gain a better 

understanding of what it means to become a British citizen. 

 

“We’re also pleased to have been allocated a share of the Connecting Communities 

funding recently awarded to the council and are using this to produce a DVD about 

the day that can be used by other senior schools as an educational tool.” Students of 

Goole High School gave poetry readings and a dance exhibition as part of the 

ceremony, and pupils from Airmyn Primary School were also invited along to 

sing during the special event.  Helen Maddison of Goole High School said: “We were 

delighted to host the citizenship ceremony.  To be a British citizen means that you 

show tolerance and respect for others, and these are ideals that we instil into all our 

students. Hosting this ceremony was an ideal chance for pupils to witness citizenship 

in action.”  New citizens Yordan Atanasov and his wife Iliyana spoke of their delight 

at becoming British citizens.  “I was a bit emotional really and I was quite nervous but 

it was fine,”  said Yordan. “I feel great to be British.”  Iliyana added: “It was a lot 

more exciting than I thought it would be.



GOOLE’S INDUSTRY 

Recent years has seen the important development of Capitol Park, which has outline 

planning approval for 35 million square feet. 

Capitol Park, Goole is on Junction 36 of the M62 motorway and is a strategic inter-

modal greenfield site extending to 200+ acres. Significant investment has been made 

in infrastructure with direct access on to the M62 and a dedicated rail link.  A 

modified motorway junction has recently been completed to serve the first phase of 

development.   

 

The site is already home to a number of key tenants:-  

Guardian Industries 

 

Guardian is one of the world's largest manufacturers of float glass and fabricated glass 

products.  Guardian has opened a float glass manufacturing facility at Junction 36 of 

the M62 motorway at Goole. Guardian's investment totalled more than £115 million 

and has created around 250 direct jobs. 

Tesco Distribution Centre 

 



Supermarket giant Tesco opened a high-specification 700,000 sq ft distribution depot 

at Capitol Park, Goole.  The £65 million regional distribution centre at the 310-acre 

Capitol Park by Junction 36 of the M62 has created more than 600 sustainable jobs. 

The 600 jobs at Tesco's distribution warehouse range from managerial to IT, logistics 

and maintenance. These are quality jobs, providing sustainable employment for 

people in East Yorkshire and the Humber region. 

 

In addition to multinational companies, Goole can celebrate its home grown 

successes.  These include:- 

 

Fisher Security, who install alarms, CCTV systems,  access control systems and 

provide remote monitoring.  The company has achieved the highest industry standard 

NACOSS Gold Award. 

 

Elite Office Furniture,  whose factory and showroom is shown below  

 

 

 

Elite has invested to provide over 200,000 square feet of state of the art manufacturing 

space and machinery.  It’s modern fleet of HGV and support vehicles help the 

company to reduce carbon emissions in line with its environmental policy.  The 

company also sources its timber from managed sustainable forests.  

 

Britannia Food Ingredients Ltd. is a speciality fats company for the chocolate, 

confectionery, biscuit and snack food industries. Built in 1996 their plant is the newest 

Greenfield plant in the UK 

Magnum Services provides ‘Document Management Solutions’ and associated 

services to in excess of 1000 clients ranging from large Plc’s to small businesses. It 

manages and distributes huge quantities/types of records both physically and 

electronically including financial, medical, personnel, legal, contracts etc.  

 



  

A SUSTAINABLE TOWN 

 

Goole can claim to have a long tradition of sustainability dating back to the use of 

‘Tom Puddings’, which were used to transport coal by canal from the Yorkshire 

coalfields for export via the Humber. The compartments were lifted into waiting ship 

by hydraulically operated hoists.  Approximately 300 tons per hour would be loaded 

by this method.  Coal was also transported by rail and loaded directly to ships via a 

high level coal drop.  See below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The modern day port is some 50 miles inland.  Its proximity to the motorway, 

therefore saves lorries this journey time with the consequent reduction in 

carbon emissions. 

 

• Old Goole is also the site for the development of a materials recycling facility, 

which when completed in 2013 will sort up to 225,000 tonnes-a-year of local 

authority and business waste and recyclables. 

Work on the Goole MRF has involved the family-owned firm of Mytum 

excavating the former landfill site the plant is being built on. The company 

claims to have become the first in Europe to recover 100% of the waste 

excavated in a landfill recovery scheme, with material recovered used as part 

of the new site’s development. 

This has involved it recovering and refining builders’ rubble, stone and tiling 

to bund the MRF and build the plant itself. Meanwhile, plastics, paper and 

glass have also been reprocessed and any food and organic waste has been sent 

to the firm’s Maltings treatment plant. 

• Tesco built Britain's first straw-powered biomass plant in Goole.  The 

combined heat and power plant powers its distribution depot on the Junction 

36 industrial estate. 

 

The operation generates five megawatts of electrical power - enough energy to 

run eight Tesco superstores. All excess electricity is sold back to the national 

grid. 

• Given Goole’s flatness, 15.89% of people travel to work by cycle compared to 

a national average of 2.3% and 13.51% on foot compared to a national average 

of 11%. 

• Local transport company, Collets,  transports wind turbines that are shipped 

from the continent to Goole directly to their operational sites.  Goole is ideally  



placed to benefit from the proposed wind turbine manufacturing plant, which 

will be built by Siemens in Hull. 

• REN Renewables has planning permission for 16 wind turbines at Goole 

Fields generating 48MW of electricity.  An application for 20 turbines on an 

adjacent site has also been submitted. 

• The East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Goole Town Council also jointly 

subsidise a Goole Town bus service operating regular circular routes in the 

town. 

HOUSING 
 

The East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Local Development Framework shows the 

following housing statistics:- 

 

 GOOLE EAST RIDING 

Total number of dwellings 8,148 136,537 

Detached houses and 

bungalows 

994 45,603 

Semi-detached houses and 

bungalows 

2,521 51,065 

Terraced houses and 

bungalows 

3,743 27,171 

Flats/maisonettes and 

apartments 

887 12,015 

Caravans/temporary 

structures 

3 546 

Rented from Local 

Authority 

1,494 12,288 

Private rented stock 952 21,846 

Number of dwellings built 

between 2001-2008 

334 9,401 

Outstanding commitments 

1/04/08 

319 5,269 

Capacity of outstanding 

allocations 

774  

 
ADVANCE GOOLE 

 

 



Advance Goole is a major regeneration programme that will bring more than £15 

million of investment to the town over the next few years. This will be used to 

improve housing and tackle the issues that concern local residents the most. 

Work will focus on two key areas - the redevelopment of  the Phoenix Street and 

Richard Cooper Street area to create new housing that will meet needs of local people 

in safe and attractive surroundings and a programme of improvements that will 

breathe new life into several other streets across the town.  

 The two streets are part of a 1.4-hectare redevelopment site on which the council 

plans to create around 59 new homes and two areas of open space for residents of all 

ages to enjoy. At least 40 per cent of the homes will be affordable and the idea is to 

create a range of homes, including properties for older people, apartments and homes 

for families. The Council has appointed Peter ward Homes Ltd as its preferred 

developer for the site. 

Regeneration work includes the Changing Street scheme, which is transforming 

streets across the town by offering homeowners a package of improvements free of 

charge. The aim is to improve the visual appearance of the town’s streets and enhance 

the energy efficiency of individual homes, as well as building a sense of pride in local 

communities. 

 The range of improvements on offer includes the following works to the front and 

gable elevations: 

• Replacement of guttering and downpipes  

• Cleaning and re-pointing of brickwork or  

• Provision of thermally efficient external wall insulation with a render finish 

• Repair or replacement of defective lintels and door surrounds  

• Replacement of timber windows, doors, soffits and fascias with uPVC  

• Where applicable, the provision of new boundary walls, gates and paving in 

front courtyard areas  

 The first phase of the Changing Streets project was completed in May 2008 and saw 

111 homes benefit. 

Phase two, completed in June 2009 renovated 250 homes. 

Phase 3 of the Changing Streets programme renovated over100 properties in Old 

Goole and was completed at the end of April 2010.  

 

Following on from a scheme in 2009, which saw 350 properties on the various phases 

benefitting from loft insulation a further programme was carried out between January 

and April 2010.  A total of 193 properties had works undertaken including provision 

of loft access doors and loft insulation.  

EDUCATION 

PRIMARY 

Goole is served by the following schools:- 

 

 



School Age Range No. on roll Overall 

Ofsted 

Effectiveness 

Ofsted 

Capacity for 

Improvement 

Parkside 3-11 445 Satisfactory Satisfactory 

Kingsway 3-11 357 Inadequate Satisfactory 

Boothferry 3-11 360 Good N/A 

Marshlands 3-11 185 Satisfactory N/A 

St Joseph’s RC 3-11 103 Satisfactory N/A 

Riverside 

Special School 

5-16 82 Good N/A 

  

SECONDARY 

Goole High School is an 11-18 mixed sex comprehensive school, specialising in 

Maths and Computing, serving the community of Goole. At its recent Ofsted 

inspection in January 2009 it was judged to be a ‘good and rapidly improving school 

with good capacity for further improvement’. Its ambition to be outstanding was 

recognised in the lead inspector’s letter to students. 

During a recent visit to the school, the Secretary of State for Education was quoted as 

saying “Goole High School draws its students from very varied backgrounds. The 

school finds their talents and helps to give them an outlet for them - the students are 

given the chance to shine and to find a voice in creative ways as well as in an 

academic way.” 

 

The frontage of Goole High School, which is a listed building 

For the past five years the school has been a member of the Specialist Schools and 

Academies Trust’s (SSAT) top 100 Club for Contextual Value Added (CVA). This is 

a national measure that recognises the progress of individual students against their 

starting point in year 7 by the time they take their exams in year 11.  

Results at Key Stage 4 are amongst the best in the Local Authority  and have been 

rising at a faster than national and local level for some years. 

 

Goole High School is currently in the process of converting to Academy status. 

 



HIGHER EDUCATION 

Goole College forms part of the Hull College Group, that has gained an 'outstanding' 

reputation locally, regionally and nationally having received the 'Number one' grade 

in all six areas of its latest Ofsted Inspection (May 2008). 

 

 

Learners join Goole College for a variety of reasons; they may wish to gain 

qualifications to develop their chosen careers or progress to higher education. Other 

learners are interested in gaining new skills to improve their future options. They may 

also be interested in joining the college to develop a hobby or interest. In any case, 

they can be assured of a warm welcome. 

Students can choose from introductory level courses or something more advanced, 

whether they would like to study on a full-time or part-time basis, or follow a work-

based training route,  the college is sure to have a course to match their interests and 

future career plans. 

 

Students can be sure that from the time they arrive they will find experienced tutors 

providing the highest standards to help them achieve their career and learning goals. 

 

HEALTH 

 

Goole and District Hospital is operated by the Northern Lincolnshire and Goole NHS 

Foundation Trust. 

The Goole Surgical Treatment Centre (GSTC) aims to provide the highest standards 

of care, from the moment of referral through to the completion of treatment. 

The Trust’s philosophy is based on putting the patient in the very centre of everything 

that it does.  The hospital has very experienced medical staff supported by a team of 

dedicated nurses, therapists and administrators. 



The hospital’s services include:- Orthopaedic surgery, general surgery, urology, ear, 

nose and throat, ophthalmology, pain management, gynaecology and cosmetic 

surgery. 

The hospital also accommodates a neurological rehabilitation centre run in 

conjunction with the Brain Injuries Rehabilitation Trust (BIRT) 

 

BIRT's first partnership with the NHS has provided effective rehabilitation to more 

than 100 service users since opening in 2007.  

The Goole Neuro-Rehabilitation Centre provides a continuum of care from the post-

acute phase through to rehabilitation and re-integration into a community  

The centre was developed to address the current lack of provision of specialist care 

for service users experiencing the trauma of brain injury within the local area. 

SPORTS AND LEISURE 

 

 
 

Goole Leisure Centre (pictured above) has a four court multi-activity sports hall, 

floodlit outdoor sports area, swimming pool,  tone zone fitness suite and a cafeteria. 

Westfield Banks is the home of Goole RUFC, who have just secured promotion to 

Yorkshire Division 2 



 

Goole RUFC celebrate achieving promotion. 

The town’s premier football team, Goole A.F.C is based at the Council operated 

Victoria Pleasure Grounds and plays in the Evo-Stik League First Division South. 

The Town Council operates two bowling greens at its West Park.  Further provision is 

made by the private members Memorial Bowling Club. 

Goole Town Cricket Club is based at Westfield, Carr Lane - off Rutland Road, Goole. 

It boasts an excellent purpose built clubhouse.  The club was awarded the title of 'East 

Riding of Yorkshire Council Top Sports Club' in May 2011. 

Goole Judo Club is a fun and friendly club open to everyone from Novice to 

International fighter and anyone of all ages. The club is a member of the British Judo 

Association and comes under the Yorkshire & Humberside area.  

Training at the Leisure Centre in Goole, the venue also plays host to the Yorkshire 

and Humberside Squad training sessions, the area trials, Dan Gradings, area 

competitions as well as the club hosting competitions throughout the year attracting 

competitors from all over Britain.  

 

Goole Tennis centre has the following facilities:- 

• 2 indoor acrylic tennis courts (all year round) 

• 2 outdoor artificial grass courts (floodlit) 

• 2 outdoor tarmac courts (floodlit) 

• 3 American fast-dry clay tennis courts (March to October) 

• Changing rooms 

• Showers 

• Viewing area 

• Drinks and snacks machines 

Goole swimming club was formed in 1907 and is run entirely by volunteers. 

 

Goole Netball club is one of the largest in the region and has recently been 

reaccredited with a silver CAPS award. 

 

A key element of Goole’s Urban Renaissance Plan is the development of a sports 

village. 

 

 

 



ARTS AND CULTURE 

In November, 2009 Goole Town Council opened Junction, which consists of a theatre, 

cinema, workshop, café bar, community rooms and artist studios as well as being the 

headquarters of the Town Council. 

 
Junction 

The venue has been extremely successful and has achieved regional and national 

recognition including:- 

• Winner of the RICS Pro-Yorkshire award for community benefit. 

• RIBA Yorkshire award for architectural excellence. 

• Winner of the Yorkshire and Humber Market Towns award in the environment 

and culture category. 

• Distinction in the East Riding of Yorkshire Council Chairman’s awards for the 

built heritage commercial developments. 

• Junction was 1 of 22 buildings nationally nominated for the Prime Minister’s 

Better Public Buildings awards.  It was also shortlisted for the RIBA 

Yorkshire White Rose Awards and the Association of Project Management 

awards. 

Yorkshire Waterways Museum 

 

The Yorkshire Waterways Museum collection opened at the Sobriety Project in 1987 

and was based on the story of the Aire and Calder Navigation and the creation of the 

Port of Goole. The Museum now includes Social History exhibits demonstrating the 

life of barge families, the import and export trade, and the transportation of coal 

through the Port of Goole. Historic models of Goole ships form part of the collection 

and there is an interactive interpretation of The ‘Tom Pudding’ story – and the 

compartment tug Wheldale.  



Facilities at the Museum include:  'Aire and Calder' Gallery and 'Sail and Keel' 

Gallery; Room 58 Exhibition Barge; Tow Path Nature Trail; Community Garden; 

Canalside area;  No.5 Compartment Boat Hoist site (accessible by arrangement with 

Museum reception);  Full Disabled access;  Cafe with indoor and outdoor seating and 

Gift Shop. 

Goole museum is located on the first floor of its library in Carlisle Street.  The 

museum's permanent displays explore the history of the town and port of Goole, with 

a changing programme of temporary exhibitions in the adjacent gallery. The museum 

welcomes visits from schools and community groups, and has a dedicated Education 

Room in which pupils and visitors can work with the museum collections, and there 

are thematic "memory boxes" containing a mixture of artefacts (original and replica) 

photographs and documents available to borrow free of charge. The museum also 

offers an enquiry service.  

 

The Education Room is available to hire for meetings - POA for other organisations. 

The museum serves tea/coffee and has a small shop selling postcards. Free 

information sheets are available on aspects of the collections.  

 

Goole Museum's collections include: marine paintings by Reuben Chappell and other 

"Pierhead Painters"; shipbuilding and other trades; domestic life, including costume 

and textiles and historic photographs of Goole and the surrounding area. Digitally-

copied prints can be ordered from the photograph collection for a small charge.  

Admission to Goole Community Museum is free. 

  

GREEN SPACES 

Goole is particularly blessed by the amount of green space in the town.   

 

Oakhill is a large country park based in an urban area and is a short walk from Goole 

town centre. The park has a lake, woodland, wetlands and over 450 species of wildlife 

including owls, bats and great crested newts. It is a countryside haven for the 

community in Goole. 

 

Friends of Oakhill is a voluntary organisation based in Goole.  It was formed to 

protect and enhance Oakhill Country Park, to provide countryside access for local 

people and to encourage wildlife in the area. 

The group has improved biodiversity and habitats at the site by planting extra trees 

and hedgerows. It has cleared footpaths around the park to improve access, making it 

easier for people to walk around the site. 



Friends of Oakhill has used the Breathing Places grant it received to promote the site 

to Goole residents and encourage them to enjoy the tranquility it offers. It has created 

a website and produced promotional literature to inform people about the Park.  It has 

also arranged a series of themed walks including a ‘fungi foray’, a ‘bath and moth’ 

night and activities for children including building hibernation dens. 

 

In addition to Oakhill, the town has two other Local Nature Reserves at Mayfield and 

Broompark. 

 

Goole’s main green urban space is West Park, which was opened in 1923 and spans 

some 32 acres.   Celebrations then occurred in 1933 when H.R.H Prince 

George (later the Duke of Kent) came to Goole to present the Charter granting this 

honour. The park has recently been admitted to Stage 2 of the Heritage Lottery Parks 

for People Programme. 

 

 

West Park 

Other major green spaces include: South Park, Riverside Gardens, Centenary 

Gardens, Memorial Gardens, Kent Road and Western Road playing fields.  The town 

also benefits from over 300 allotments across 10 sites.  

RETAIL 

Goole’s indoor Victorian market hosts some 42 stalls plus a café. 

The town centre retail is focused around the pedestrianised area of Boothferry Road, 

Pasture Road, Carlisle Street and Aire Street.  The town has a number of national 

retailers with 30% of the country’s top 20 being represented.  However, Goole’s 

unique identity is provided by the fact that the majority of retail provision is provided 

by small independent traders. 

Wesley Square is the town’s managed shopping centre comprising of 70,000 square 

feet of retail space plus car parking. 



 

Morrisons Goole showing the refurbished Grade II listed Mill which won the East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s 

Chairman’s award for 2011 in the Built Heritage minor works category  

Goole also has a number of national supermarkets including Tesco, Morrisons, Netto, 

Lidl and Sainsbury. 

HOTELS 

 

 

The Lowther Hotel, a Grade II* listed building which won the East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Chairman’s award for 

2011 in the Built Heritage major works category  

Goole’s newest and largest hotel is the Lowther.  As the first building to be erected in 

Goole in 1824, The Lowther Hotel - or The Banks Arms, as it was originally known - 

sits serenely alongside the docks. It was the town's principal municipal building for 

much of the 19th Century and the operational base for the Aire & Calder Navigation 

Company into the 20th Century.  During the late 20th century and early 21st century, 

The Lowther Hotel fell into disrepair and was virtually derelict when it was bought by 

York-based building restorers The Julie Howard Partnership in 2008. Thankfully, the 

hotel's fortunes were revived by an extensive, two-year, multi-million pound 

restoration project, which resulted in English Heritage raising its Listed Building 

status from Grade II to Grade II* in just six weeks. Just 5.5 per cent of the nation's 

listed buildings fall into this category.  

 

A key factor in English Heritage's decision was the discovery and subsequent 

restoration of rare and unique murals depicting scenes of the docks, which are thought 

to have been created some time between 1826 and 1830 by a shipping agent, master 

mariner and mural painter from Selby by the name of Mr Bromley. The murals line 

the walls of a suite of rooms on the first floor, and had been covered with artex and 

boxed in for decades. They were only rediscovered when Julie and Howard 

Duckworth of The Julie Howard Partnership set about restoring the hotel.  There is 



also a mural depicting George IV, which is thought to be the only existing mural of 

the monarch.   As part of the restoration project, they have taken care to ensure that 

reminders of The Lowther Hotel's historical significance are on display for all to see.  

They've also acknowledged other aspects of Goole's rich industrial heritage 

throughout the building: 

 

The function room is named after The Aire and Calder Navigation Company, which 

was responsible for building the docks, triggering the subsequent development of the 

new town of Goole. The Lowther Hotel was the operational base for the Aire & 

Calder Navigation Company into the 20th Century and its meetings would have taken 

place in the Mural Rooms on the first floor. It's thought that unique murals that line 

the walls were created to show potential investors what the docks would look like 

when they were complete. 

 

The most spacious and luxurious of the bedrooms is named after William Hamond 

Bartholomew (1831 to 1919), an engineer, inventor and philanthropist who played an 

important role in the development of Goole's docks. He was responsible for several 

innovative inventions, including Tom Puddings boats and the coal hoists. Almost all 

of the moveable bridges spanning the waterways in and around Goole docks were 

built to his design.  

 

Other hotels in the town include the Clifton, Briarcroft and a Premier Inn at Junction 

36 of the M62. 

 

THE THIRD SECTOR 
 

Goole has a particularly strong tradition of volunteering and many of its voluntary 

groups are housed in the Courtyard building.  

 

The Courtyard 

The Courtyard is a large former Victorian school in central Goole which was 

renovated between 1995 and 1997.   It is now a multi purpose resource centre with 

public rooms to hire (two large halls that seat up to 200 people, seminar, training 

rooms and a lounge) and office spaces to rent.  It is also licensed for civil weddings, a 

monthly farmers’ market and runs a variety of adult and children’s activities 

throughout the year. There are also annual events including a horticultural show and 

Christmas fayre. 

It also provides catering and has been awarded the Heartbeat Award for its provision 

of healthier food choices and good standards of hygiene. 



It is a social enterprise and a registered charity (No. 1044581).  The Board of Trustees 

consists of 9 local people who give their time for free to manage the strategic 

direction of the charity.  

Other notable third sector organizations include:- 

THE GREEN TEAM 

The Green Team provides a low cost practical gardening service for elderly and 

disabled people in Goole and surrounding area with its team of trained volunteers.  

It has now been operating for over twelve years, beginning in 1998 from a joint 

venture between Boothferry CVS and Goole Town Council, and gaining charitable 

status in April 2000.  

The project achieved Level One of PQASSO in 2002.  The project has an extensive 

skills base and is highly respected in the local community.  Funding acquired over the 

years has enabled the organisation to develop further.  The main current funder is the 

Big Lottery Fund.    

The Green Team's volunteers come from all sections of the community and everyone 

has something valuable to offer.  The charity has a Management Committee who 

oversee the project and make policy.  The Management Committee and volunteers 

have a pro-active approach and are constantly planning for the future.   

 

Volunteers visit to Chelsea Flower Show 

The Green Team has a comprehensive free training programme for all its  

volunteers. Some training is done 'in house' and sometimes it is contracted out.  There 

are also educational outings organised for the team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOOLE GOFAR (GOOLE COMMUNITY TRANSPORT GROUP) 

 

Goole GoFar is the operating name of the Goole and District Community Transport 

Group, a charity established in 2003 with the aim of reducing the isolation of people 

living in the rural areas surrounding Goole.  The charity supports regularly timetabled 

minibus services linking residents of about a dozen rural villages to shops, health 

facilities and social activities in Goole.  Regular trips and outings are programmed to 

larger towns and visitor attractions in the region.  The charity also provides home to 

school transport services linking children in rural villages to their nearest primary 

school.  A community car also provides for home to hospital visits to Grimsby, 

Scunthorpe and Hull. 

THE HINGE 

The Hinge opened its doors to young people in 1995.  Since then it has helped 

thousands of young people and members of the community.   

 

 
 

Self confidence and team building 

 

It offers something different – somewhere people feel safe to explore how they feel,  

talk about what they want, and receive positive objective chances to achieve their life 

goals.  It supports young people through such processes in order to promote 'Chances 

for Life' by:  

   

• promoting opportunities to improve personal circumstances. 

•  opportunities to improve personal and professional support networks. 

•  opportunities to improve life chances through training and development. 

•  opportunities to improve relationships within the community and finally  

• opportunities to improve employability prospects.  

   

The Hinge accepts that only when people are comfortable with their surroundings can  



they begin to learn, feel safe, become more confident and therefore progress and move 

forward.  

   
With encouragement, support and gradual steps progress can be made towards further 

education within a more formal setting, increase their employment prospects but most  

Importantly allow them to benefit from gaining essential life skills and giving them 

that “Chance in Life”. 

  

The Hinge gets people involved in activities that raise their confidence and enable 

them to live independently, achieve their vocational and career objectives and 

therefore contribute to society. 

 
CASTAWAY 

 

Castaway is a musical theatre group for people with both learning and physical 

disabilities living in rural East Riding communities.  It is believed to be the largest 

group of its kind in the country. 

 

 
 
Castaway’s latest production of  Peter Pan  in April  2011. 

 

The group has established a track record of transforming lives through musical theatre 

workshops and performances. These act as a vehicle for skill-building and community 

cohesion. The group provides access to digital media and training in a safe and trusted 

environment, developing transferrable skills, building confidence through 

achievement, and nurturing a greater sense of belonging through digital 

communication. 

 
THE MOORLANDS CENTRE 

 

The Moorlands Centre was established in 1996 to serve the local community of Old 

Goole, but has extended its catchment area due to the needs of people further afield 

and the services it provides. It survives and flourishes due to a small core of paid staff 

and a dedicated group of willing volunteers. The goal of the Moorlands is primarily a 

community centre but it has established itself at the heart of the community. 

 
 



Services provided include:- 

 

• Cyber café with free internet access. 

• Health nutritious food at affordable prices, including a home delivery service 

for those unable to access the centre. 

• Savings club. 

• ‘Walk you way to health’ in conjunction with NHS Health Trainers. 

• A community apprentice for the Gypsy Traveller Community. 
 

THE SOBRIETY PROJECT 

 

 
 
The Project is named after the 1910 Humber Keel Sobriety given by a local benefactor 

John McGrory to Goole Grammar School in 1973. Alongside other provision such as 

a field studies centre in North Yorkshire, the school’s Social and Community Studies 

Faculty used the barge to involve children in residential expeditions and to teach them 

about Yorkshire’s industrial heritage. From 1980 onwards successive authorities 

recognised the Project’s value as an out-of-school resource for all children and as a 

provider of an alternative curriculum for some young people with special educational 

needs. Sobriety also contracted to provide services to young people needing training 

for employment. An initiative to use young offenders in custody as volunteer helpers 

on residentials attracted interest and financial support from central government and 

the Royal Jubilee Trusts 

Over the years Sobriety has achieved national and regional recognition and with 

statutory and voluntary organisations at all levels has contributed to an understanding 

of how the waterways can be used to give encouragement to people facing 

overwhelmingly difficult problems.  The organisation also remains a product of the 

Goole community and in an informal but noticeable way is answerable to it.  

 

 



FACTS YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT GOOLE 

 

• Goole’s grade II listed concrete water tower was completed in 1927 and with a 

capacity of 750,000 gallons was reputed to have been the largest such structure 

in Europe. 

 

• The England 2002 FIFA world cup squad in Japan and South Korea wore suits 

made by BMB Menswear Ltd of Goole. 

 

• Goole docks made a brief appearance in the film the Dambusters. 

 

• Roy Clarke, who penned such comedy classics as Last of the Summer Wine, 

Open all Hours and Keeping up Appearances was born in Goole. 

 

• Parts of the mulberry harbours used in the D Day landings were constructed in 

Goole and floated across to France.  This is commemorated in the name of the 

nearby Normandy Way. 

 

• English composer and double bassist Gavin Bryars, who has produced work 

for theatre, dance as well as the concert hall was born in Goole. He was also a 

founder member of the Portsmouth Sinfonia. 

 

• Tony Melody was a prolific character actor, who had over 100 television roles, 

including the Clitheroe Kid, Sykes, Last of the Summer Wine, Coronation 

Street and Emmerdale.  Born in London, he spent his formative years in Goole 

where his parents ran the Station public house. 

 

• The heaviest record weight on an English road was achieved by Collett Heavy 

Transport, who shifted a one-piece cast component from Sheffield 

Forgemasters to Goole, where it was shipped to Antwerp.  The 48 metre long 

and 6 metre wide convoy weighed a total of 500 tons. 

 

• Rugby Union player Jamie Noon comes from Goole.  The England 

international’s achievements include a hat trick of tries against Scotland in the 

2005 six nations championship and appearances in the 2007 world cup group 

games in France.  He played club rugby for Newcastle and Brive. 

 

• A mural at the Lowther Hotel in Goole is thought to be the only one in the 

country with a portrait of George IV. 

 

• Try using search engines to find out facts about Goole.  Frustratingly, you will 

be directed to many Google sites on the assumption that you have misspelt 

your request.  Let’s hope that this works in reverse and that many Google 

users chance upon our vibrant town and take a look at what we have to offer. 



  

 

PUBLIC SUPPORT 

 
  

 

Speaking to www.goolepeople.co.uk about Goole Town Council's unanimous 

decision last night (7
TH

 March)  to apply for city status, Cllr Malcolm Boatman said 

the town's great community spirit was one of its best assets. 

"There are lots of towns with much smaller populations which have been granted city 

status," said Cllr Boatman. 

"We already fulfill a lot of the criteria - for instance we have room for expansion, 

amazing architecture and a wonderful community spirit." 

"What we want is to get everyone talking about it," said Cllr Boatman. 

Support for the bid is being received from all sections of the community. 

Students at Goole High School have developed a website in support of the bid on 

which supporters can leave their comments. 

The website includes a video showcasing the town. And can be accessed at 

www.cityofgoole.co.uk 

 

Goole High School students demonstrate their website A mock up of Junction showing its support for the bid 
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APPENDIX 2 

 

APP 

GOOLE TRANSPORT LINKS 

E  

RAIL LINKS 

 

     Goole Railway Station 

Direct services operate from Goole to Doncaster, Sheffield, Hull, Leeds and stations 

en route. Doncaster is on the East coast main line, with direct routes to London, York, 

Newcastle and Edinburgh. 

Northern Rail runs the Hull-Doncaster-Sheffield service which calls at Goole. 

Northern Rail also run the Leeds service which also calls at Knottingley, Pontefract 

and  Castleford, and other minor stations en route.  

AIR LINKS 

Goole is well served by 6 international airports all within 1.5 hours driving time:- 

Airport Distance from Goole in Miles 

  

Doncaster Robin Hood 22.1 

Sheffield City 36.5 

Humberside International 39.8 

Leeds Bradford 51.0 

East Midlands 75.3 

Manchester 85.5 

 

 



BUS SERVICES 

DESTINATION CARRIER FREQUENCY 

   

Selby Arriva Monday-Friday (4 trips) 

Swinefleet Arriva Sunday (4 trips) 

Ferriby EYMS Monday-Saturday (12 trips) 

Newport EYMS Saturday (2 trips) 

South Cave EYMS Wednesday (1 trip) 

Barmby on the Marsh EYMS Wednesday (2 trips) Saturday 1 

trip 

Airmyn Sweyne Wednesday and Friday (1 trip) 

Swinefleet Sweyne Monday to Friday 2 trips, 

Saturday (1 trip) 

Scunthorpe Sweyne Monday to Friday (5 trips), 

Saturday (3 trips) 

Leeds Stagecoach Monday to Friday (5 trips), 

Saturday (6 trips 

Hull Stagecoach Monday to Friday (5 trips), 

Saturday (6 trips 

ROAD NETWORKS 

Goole is  located adjacent to Junction 36 of the M62 motorway, which, links directly 

with the M1 motorway via the M18 and M62 motorways. 

 

All parts of the country are therefore easily accessible as demonstrated by the table 

below:- 

 

CITY MILES TIME 

   

York 23 42 mins 

Hull 28 40 mins 

Doncaster 25 30 mins 

Leeds 33 37 mins 

Sheffield 40 48 mins 

Nottingham 65 1 hr 15 mins 

Manchester 70 1hr 15 mins 

Middlesbrough 85 1 hr 45 mins 

Liverpool 100 1hr 45 mins 

Newcastle 118 2 hrs 

London 189 3hrs 30 mins 

Edinburgh 238 4hrs 40 mins 

Birmingham 130 2 hrs 45 mins 

 

 

 

 

 

 


